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This issue is, of course, overshadowed by the death on 10 January 
of H.M. Sultan Qaboos. The Association immediately sent messa-
ges of condolence and our Chairman signed the Book of 
Condolence at the Oman Embassy in London. We welcomed the 
message from H.M. Sultan Haitham that he would continue the 
path of Renaissance and have assured him of our continued loyalty 
and support. Further details are contained in messages and articles 
in the Journal. (Shortly before going to print we were informed that 
His Majesty preferred his family name to be spelled “Tarik”. Clearly, 
some references in the Journal which predate this edict or contain 
historic quotes may still show the earlier optional spelling “Tariq”.)

Last year saw a number of initiatives by the Association. We 
have added further regional social events to the existing well estab-
lished ones and these proved popular. They are duly reported and 
dates for this year’s events are advertised for your diaries. Please 
support your local events as well as the traditional Summer Curry 
Lunch and Annual Dinner which will continue at the Army and Navy 
Club (The RAG) in London. You will see that with the kind support 
of the Anglo-Omani Society we are introducing a series of pres-
entations which we hope will be of great interest to members. The 
first of these will be held on 16 July – details are shown on the 
Future Events pages.

The Annual Dinner last November was very well supported and 
we were particularly pleased to see so many Omani officers 
attending from courses in UK. Your Committee is working hard to 
reach out to the younger generation and as we see increased 
co-operation, training and joint exercises between the Armed 
Forces of Oman and UK, so we seek to demonstrate the continued 
relevance of the Association to both countries. I am pleased to say 
we continue to recruit a steady flow of new members.

I would like to thank Douglas McCully on your behalf for his 
huge contribution to the Association over 42 years on the 
Committee. Douglas served in SAF on loan service with KJ and 
thereafter remained a stalwart supporter of SAF through the asso-
ciation. He served as Editor and Joint Editor of this Journal, guiding 
its development from a black and white hand-printed newsletter to 
today’s glossy, coffee-table magazine and his consistent efforts 
have certainly paid dividends (and make my job easier!). Douglas 
also acted as unpaid auditor – a thankless but important role to 
keep us on the straight and narrow! Thank you Douglas and I hope 
we continue to see you at our social events! 

Chrissie Heslop is also stepping down as our PR and Advertising 
Manager after more years in this role than she will allow me to 
mention. Chrissie’s late husband, Tony, was serving in SAF when 
they married and so she has a great familiarity with the ethos and 
camaraderie of the Association. She has also, of course, main-
tained a very close relationship with our publishers, they are family 
after all! Chrissie has quietly and diligently persuaded advertisers of 
the merits of advertising in the Journal. On your behalf, on 5 
February, the Chairman and I presented Chrissie with flowers and 
a cake to mark her departure. We shall miss you Chrissie but I 
know you will continue to attend our social events.

Keith Ryde continues to manage and improve our website.  
If you haven’t seen it recently then visit www.oman.org.uk  

He has started a members’ only section so you will need to sign in. 
It is the go-to place for the latest news and events.

This copy of the Journal contains a wider range of articles than 
ever, from a report from the first female to complete loan service in 
Oman to 50 Years of Helis! However, we ran out of space to print 
the next chapters of Ian Buttenshaw’s well researched series on 
the development SAF which will be continued in the next issue. 
Meanwhile, please keep the articles coming – not too long please 
and with high resolution pictures if possible. Also, more news 
about members. Just send me a short email headed ‘Journal – 
News about Members’ with your snippets. Read on and enjoy! n

Tim Jones, Editor

The Committee (especially the Editor) is seeking your support. In addition 
to recruiting a new PR and Advertising Manager, we are looking for a 
member with a broad military background to act as assistant Editor. This is 
not a Committee role and primarily involves work between June and 
December working closely with the editor reviewing content and checking 
accuracy of inputs for the Journal. The task involves helping with proof 
reading and checking the myriad of military abbreviations, code, short-
hand, slang and links that make up our unique vocabulary! It demands a 
constant eye for detail and a real interest in accuracy across the board. Real 
value but not much glory!! Interested? Please contact Tim Jones, Editor.

Welcome to this  
Year’s Journal
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association Future events

NOTES FOR YOUR DIARY!
SATURDAY 16 MAY • SCOTTISH DINNER • DOUNESIDE • Contact: Jonathan Forbes
MONDAY 1 JUNE • NORTHERN LUNCH • YORK • Contact: Alasdair Halford-MacLeod

THURSDAY 11 JUNE • SAF CURRY LUNCH • THE RAG • Contact: Neil Fawcett
SUNDAY 5 JULY • SON/RNO REUNION • PORTSMOUTH • Contact: Robin Gainsford

TUESDAY 7 JULY • EAST ANGLIAN LUNCH • HINTLESHAM • Contact: Tresham Gregg
TUESDAY 14 JULY • SALOP/MIDLANDS LUNCH • TBA • Contact: Kieron Shaw/Gordon Allen

THURSDAY 16 JULY • PRESENTATION ON DUQM • AOS • Contact: SAF Association website/AOS
SUNDAY 26 JULY • WESSEX LUNCH • SHERBORNE • Contact: Nick Holbrook/John Kirkham

SATURDAY 5 SEPTEMBER • HELIS LUNCH • ODIHAM, MILL HOUSE • Contact: helis50th@gmail.com
SATURDAY 5 SEPTEMBER • NW LUNCH • LIVERPOOL • Contact: Tom McClymont

SUNDAY 6 SEPTEMBER • NEW FOREST LUNCH • LYMINGTON • Contact: Mike Lobb
FRIDAY 11 SEPTEMBER • SALALAH/DHOFAR LADIES DINNER • THE RAG • Contact: George Correa

TUESDAY 15 SEPTEMBER • GUNNER LUNCH • HAC • Contact: Jimmy Garnier
THURSDAY 1 OCTOBER • TIGER WRIGHT MEMORIAL LUNCH • CHATHAM • Contact: Nick Larkin

FRIDAY 27 NOVEMBER • SAF ANNUAL DINNER • THE RAG • Contact: Neil Fawcett
1-12 DECEMBER • ASSOCIATION VISIT TO OMAN • Contact: Neil Fawcett

A forecast of Association Future Events in 2020 is shown below. 
Most of those that are traditional events are now confirmed, but a 
few of the relatively new events are currently provisional. 

If they have not already done so, those organising the regional 
lunches will shortly approach those in their relevant catchment 

area to provide further details and to establish the numbers 
attending. If you wish to contact the organiser for a regional lunch 
and are not certain who to approach, please contact Kieron Shaw 
(k.d.shaw@btinternet.com) who will be able to point you in the 
right direction. 
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ASSOCIATION FUTURE EVENTS

2020 ASSOCIATION  
VISIT TO OMAN

It has been confirmed by COSSAF that the 2020 visit will take 
place between 2 and 12 December 2020. In the style of previous 
visits, the programme is a generous and wide-ranging combination 
of events, hospitality and touring. The initial outline is as follows:

2 Dec Overnight flight from LHR to Muscat (OmanAir)
3 Dec Arrive Muscat. Onward flight to Salalah
4- 6 Dec  Dhofar programme
6 Dec Fly to Muscat
7- 8 Dec  Northern programme (Muscat and the Interior)
9 Dec  Fly to Musandam and overnight
10 Dec  Fly to Muscat
11 Dec  Muscat. SAFTR Display and Armed Forces Day Dinner
12 Dec Return flight to UK (OmanAir)

Over 90 applications were received by the Secretary prior to 
Christmas, and a handful a little later, taking the total to just over 
100. In accordance with COSSAF’s wishes, the selection panel 
compiled a Main list and a Reserve list comprising a broad mix of 
members who served in Oman in a variety of eras. For a good 
number, this will be a first Association visit.

Those on both the Main and Reserve lists have been informed, and 
further announcements will be made on the website and by email 
as arrangements progress. It would be appreciated if those selected 
could respond promptly to any communications regarding the visit.

The Committee would like to remind those selected for either list that 
the programme is fairly strenuous, with a good deal of internal 
travel, formal visits, evening social events and the usual jebel walk-
ing! Personal travel insurance must be taken out to cover the visit.

Should there be any enquiries in the interim
please contact the Secretary, Neil Fawcett.  

Email address: neil.fawcett@btinternet.com

DEVON AND CORNWALL EVENT
After the successful new regional lunches in 2019, readers will 
have noticed that the number of regional events continue to increase. 
However, although there are 54 members living in Cornwall and 
Devon, and there have been some expressions of interest in a 
regional lunch, no one has volunteered to organise an event. If any-
one would be willing to organise an event in the area in 2020, could 
they please let Mike Lobb (mikelobb@hotmail.co.uk) and Kieron 
Shaw (k.d.shaw@btinternet.com) know? Some help would be 
available from the Committee in the event that there is an offer!

NEW FOREST REGIONAL 
LUNCHEON 2020

The second New Forest Regional Curry Luncheon will be held 
at the South Lawn Hotel, Lymington Rd, Milford on Sea, 
Lymington SO41 0RF. www.southlawnhotel.com from 
1130hrs on Sunday 6 September 2020. Anyone wishing to 
attending should contact Mike Lobb (SAFAssn@outlook.com) 
The price is £25 for members and £30 for guests. There is a 
cash bar but wine is included with the meal. Please see the 
Association website www.oman.org.uk for any changes 
nearer the date. 

Bookings should be made after 1 June to Mike Lobb,  
28 Richmond Court, Park Lane, Milford on Sea, 
Lymington, Hampshire SO41 0PT together with a cheque 
payable to Mike Lobb. Please indicate if you have any special 
dietary requirements or require a table for easy access. If a 
receipt or acknowledgement is required other than by e-mail, 
please provide an SAE.

SON/RNO ReuNiON
will take place in the

NatiONal MuSeuM Of the ROyal Navy
PRiNceSS ROyal GalleRy, PORtSMOuth

Sunday 5 July 2020 • 1200 onwards
Drinks followed by 3 course lunch  

(further wine available at cost price).

INVITATION: Includes entry into the museum and guests will  
also receive access to 3 sets of galleries, which are all in  

the same building as the Princess Royal Gallery and  
are open from 0900-1700.

Please be aware that this does not include access to any other  
locations on site such as HMS Victory or Mary Rose.

GUESTS: Wives/partners most welcome • RIG: Jackets and ties
COST: Still to be confirmed but approx. £50 per head

CAR PARKING: Available outside Unicorn Gate at a reasonable price

Contact: Robin Gainsford – robingainsford@hotmail.com
heli 50th!

Saturday 5 September, 2020
To celebrate 50 years since the introduction of helicopters  
into SOAF, come and join us for a CURRY LUNCH at the  

Mill House near Odiham. Helis and others most welcome. 

Cost: £25 (curries, dessert and coffee; cash bar)

Anyone interested and for more information please contact: 
helis50th@gmail.com

2020 WESSEX LUNCH
The Wessex Lunch will once again take the form of a curry lunch 
at the Sherborne Golf Club, Higher Clatford, Sherborne, 
Dorset DT9 4RN. www.sherbornegolfclub.co.uk at 1200 hours, 
Sunday 26 July 2020. The price remains at £25 per head, which 
will include curry, choice of four, with the usual accompaniments, 
choice of desserts, coffee, wines, beers and soft drinks. Other 
drinks may be purchased from the bar for cash. Booking requests 
should be made to John Kirkham, The Old Rectory, Oake, 
Taunton, Somerset TA4 1AR, together with a cheque made pay-
able to ‘Wessex Lunch’. Please indicate if you have any special 
dietary requirements or need a table with easy access for those 
with physical disabilities. If a receipt or acknowledgement is 
required please provide an e-mail address or SAE. Early booking is 
advised as places are limited.

Salalah/DhOfaR laDieS
DiNNeR NiGht

Friday 11 September, 2020
The next Salalah/Dhofar Reunion Dinner will be held at the Army 
& Navy Club, 36 Pall Mall, London on Friday 11 September 2020. 
If you wish to attend and are not on George Correa’s database, 
please contact him on: georgecorrea@btinternet.com

Salaams and shukran
George

2020 Saf aSSOciatiON cuRRy luNch
will take place in the

aRMy aND Navy club, Pall Mall, lONDON

thurSday 11 June 2020
PLEASE APPLY BY 3 JUNE 2020 AT THE LATEST

Cost – £25 (including wine on the table).

Please apply prior to event by mail (with cheque) 
or by email (with cheque to follow in post) to:  

Neil Fawcett, Two Oaks, Mayfield Fold, Burnley bb11 2RN.

Please note that Simon 
Mayall will now be  
launching his book 
“Soldier in the Sand”  
at our summer Curry 
Lunch. The book will be on 
sale at the event and  
Simon will be available  
to sign copies.

Please see our book 
review on page 79.

the Saf aSSOciatiON tiGeR 
WRiGht MeMORial luNch

thurSday 1 OctOber, 2020
The SAF Association Tiger Wright Memorial Lunch (previously 
London and South East Curry Lunch) will take place on  
Thursday 1 October 2020 at the Royal Engineers Headquarter 
Mess, Brompton Barracks, Wood Street. Chatham ME4 4UG.  
The day will include a pre-luncheon visit to the adjacent Royal 
Engineers Museum which holds the posthumous citation and 
medal collection of Major Paul (Tiger) Wright WSh WB RE 
(SAS & JR). All Association Members welcome and there should 
be space to welcome members’ guests. Further details available 
from Nick Larkin (2IC SAFE 81-82) nicklarkin1@aol.com. 
Costs approx £15.00 per head.

2020 Saf aSSOciatiON DiNNeR
will take place in the

aRMy aND Navy club, Pall Mall, lONDON

Friday 27 nOvember 2020
PLEASE APPLY BY 13 NOVEMBER 2020 AT THE LATEST

Cost to Members – £45. Guests – £55.

Please apply prior to event by mail (with cheque) 
or by email (with cheque to follow in post) to:  

Neil Fawcett, Two Oaks, Mayfield Fold, Burnley bb11 2RN.

A UK BASE EAST OF SUEZ – 
FIRST TIME FOR 50 YEARS!

thurSday 16 July, 2020
We are pleased to announce a new venture – an occasional 
series of presentations to be delivered by kind permission of the 
Trustees of the Anglo-Omani Society at their Premises,  
34, Sackville Street (just off Piccadilly).

The first presentation promises to be of enormous interest to 
members. It focuses on the UK’s new Defence Hub at Duqm in 
Oman and will be delivered by Colonel (retired) David Bennett 
who was appointed in 2016 as the Duqm Liaison Officer. Entitled 
“A Permanent Presence East of Suez – the UK’s Defence 
Hub Duqm” he will examine the strategic drivers behind the 
creation of the Hub as an integrated joint enabling facility, the 
complex liaison relationships needed and will outline how 
Exercise Saif Sareea 3 was used as proof of concept. He will also 
describe how SAF and UK Armed Forces train together in the 
challenging new desert Training area at Ras Madrakah and offers 
a look ahead as well as examining the strategic implications of 
this initiative for both countries and the wider region. For further 
details, David Bennett’s CV and how to book see the website.

NOT TO BE MISSED

the 35th aNNual
SultaN’S aRMeD fORceS (Saf) 
aSSOciatiON ScOttiSh DiNNeR

will take place in the

DOuNeSiDe hOuSe
the MacRObeRt tRuSt

taRlaND, abOyNe
abeRDeeNShiRe ab34 4ul

tel: 01339 881230 • fax: 01339 881255
www.dounesidehouse.co.uk 

manager@dounesidehouse.co.uk

You are warmly invited to attend on

Saturday 16 may 2020
Pre-dinner drinks and canapés from 7:30pm. Dinner 8:15pm.

THE 35TH SCOTTISH SAF ASSOCIATION DINNER WILL TAKE 
PLACE ON SATURDAY 16 MAY 2020 AT DOUNESIDE HOUSE.

If you wish to reserve accommodation, please contact the 
Manager at Douneside House and indicate that you will be 
attending the SAF Dinner on Saturday 16 May, 2020. Most of 
those attending spend at least two nights, including Friday, and 
those having Dinner on that evening usually sit together as a 
group. Alternatively, please contact the Manager to reserve the 
Dinner only. manager@dounesidehouse.co.uk  Please copy 
jonathan_forbes@hotmail.com into your communications  
with Douneside House. Information concerning booking procedure 
for this 35th Annual Scottish Dinner, accommodation and other 
dinner related detail is available from: Jonathan Forbes:  
jonathan_forbes@hotmail.com or 01975 562509

THE DINNER IS OPEN TO ALL SAF MEMBERS, NOT ONLY THOSE IN 
 SCOTLAND. NE SCOTLAND IN MAY IS A GOOD TIME FOR HOLIDAYS.

mailto:robingainsford@hotmail.com
mailto:manager@dounesidehouse.co.uk
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A MessAge froM

fAreeq AhMed bin hArith
Al nAbhAni

President of the sultAn’s ArMed forces AssociAtion

It gives me great pleasure to write an introduction to the new edition 
of the Association’s proud Journal. It comes at an important time 
when our highly regarded and much respected Sultan 
Qaboos died on 10 January. The Sultanate is a strong 
and resilient nation and the succession has passed to 
His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik Al Said 
who has declared that he will continue with 
Sultan Qaboos’ progressive policies.

This is when recent political and military 
agreements between our two countries have 
firmly extended mutual friendship for the 
future. Some of this we can see in practical 
ways, including the current development of the  
programme of further joint exercises and regular oper-
ational training. And behind this we have the intention 
to continue Loan Service in Oman, together with 
Omanis on Loan Service in UK; as well as the pattern 
of attending training courses in each country. 

The Association is recognised as having an important 
role to contribute. You will see in the Journal that the 
Association is adapting to this future, and making new 
efforts to encourage the younger generation as well. The 
engagement with relevant military activities has been grow-
ing, including the Royal College of Defence Studies; the 
Advanced Command and Staff Course and even the Army’s 
new Specialist Infantry Battalions. 

I am pleased that membership appears in a good position as 
the Association looks ahead. I know that the number of local 
social events has grown, so that members 
have a greater choice. And I am aware 
there are more plans, potentially 
working in conjunction with the 
Anglo-Omani Society, to high-
light the breadth of develop-
ments within Oman as a 
whole and in which the 
Sultan’s Armed Forces 
are playing their part. 

Enjoy the Journal as 
we look forward to 
continued prosperity 
and friendship in the 
future under the 
leadership and 
guidance of His 
Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin 
Tarik Al Said. n

http://www.fnss.com.tr
http://www.fnsssocial.com


His Majesty sultan  
HaitHaM bin tarik al said

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik Al Said succeeded to the 
throne on 11 January on the death of his cousin His Majesty 
Sultan Qaboos bin Said bin Taimur Al Said. Sultan Haitham has 
had extensive experience in foreign relations and policies, which 
was the focus of his first speech as Sultan on Saturday 11 January. 
“In terms of foreign policy, we will follow the path he followed: 
Embracing foreign policies based on peaceful coexistence among 
peoples and countries,” he said.

The 65 year old ruler served as a special envoy to the late Sultan 
Qaboos Bin Said on different occasions and held various positions 
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He served as the Under-Secretary 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for Political Affairs from 1986 to 
1994 and later appointed as the Secretary-General for the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs (1994-2002).

A 1979 graduate of the Oxford University Foreign Service 
Programme, he was the first head of the Oman Football Association 
in the early 1980s and is known as a sports enthusiast.

HM Sultan Haitham was the Sultanate’s Minister of Heritage 
and Culture and the driving force behind the restoration of many 
historical monuments in Oman. Sultan Haitham is the Chairman of 
the Committee for the future vision of “Oman 2040”, a road map 
for social and economic reform for the country. He is also the 
Honorary President of the Oman Association for the Disabled and 
the Honorary President of the “Omani-Japanese Friendship 
Association”.

The Association looks forward to supporting the Sultan in the 
continuing peace and prosperity in the Sultanate. n

It is with great sadness that the Association reports the death of 
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos. His wise guidance over many years 
has supported his people in enabling the whole country to develop 
steadily and prosper greatly – earning a recognition and respect 
that reaches widely into other nations.

The memories of the Association’s members stretch back 
to the early and more challenging times after His Majesty’s 
accession and the start of Renaissance. It is with great pride 
that we have shared parts of that journey and been able to 
witness Oman’s many subsequent achievements. We have 
been particularly grateful for the interest that His Majesty 
had continued to show in the Association, and the 
warmth of the enduring friendships. 

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos graduated from the 
Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst in 1962. He then 
served in the Cameronians from where he retained a 
passion for pipe bands. He succeeded his father on 23 July 
1970 and over the next 50 years implemented significant 
socio-economic reforms to bring Oman into the 21st century 
creating a stable country in an unstable region. 

Returning to Sandhurst in 1983, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos 
took the salute at the Sovereign’s Parade. Recalling his own 
military training, he declared, “The values I absorbed have 
remained with me for ever afterwards. I learnt that discipline is 
not just something one imposes on others, it is something that 
one has to, above all, apply to oneself if one is to be a 
worthy leader of men. I also learnt the true mean-
ing of service, that is, to give and not to expect 
to receive, and that it is the team, and not 
oneself, that matters. I learnt that with 
responsibility comes obligation.”  n

His Majesty sultan Qaboos 
bin said bin taiMur al said



Oman and the natiOn LOse the JudiciOus, symbOL Of Peace  

his maJesty suLtan QabOOs bin said
may the aLmighty aLLah have mercy On his sOuL

It is with hearts filled with faith in Allah and his Providence, and 

with great sorrow and deep sadness – yet with complete satisfaction 

and absolute submission to the will  of the Almighty Allah,  

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin Said, Supreme Commander 

of the Armed Forces, may the Almighty Allah have Mercy on his 

Soul, passed away on Friday, the 14th of Jumada Al-Ula,  

the 10th of January 2020, after leading the modern Omani  

blessed renaissance for five decades full of glorious  

achievements nationally and internationally.

Based upon the State Law, the Defence Council Convenes and Mourns 
the Deceased, may the Almighty Allah have mercy on his soul.
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THE DEATH OF SULTAN QABOOSTHE DEATH OF SULTAN QABOOS

As acknowledgment, gratitude and appreciation to HM Qaboos, 
the Council of the Royal Family decides to pledge their allegiance 
for he who has been recommended by H.M. Sultan Qaboos, may 
the Almighty Allah have Mercy on his Soul, and the Council of 
Defence entrusted to open the letter of H.M. Sultan Qaboos’ Will.

H.H. Sayyid Fahd bin Mahmoud al-Said: “Approving the One 
recommended in the Will of H.M. Sultan Qaboos comes an appre-
ciation to this great man, honouring him and boosting his status 
and reputation and the reputation of Oman before others.”

THE WILL OF  H.M. SULTAN QABOOS

“Our Lord! In Thee we trust and to Thee we turn in repentance: to Thee our Final Goal. Praise be to Allah, and may 
blessings and peace be upon the Messenger of Allah, his family, companions and followers.

Your Highnesses distinguished members of the Family Council, peace, mercy and blessings of Allah be upon you…

The Basic Law of the State held you a great trusteeship, and assigned you a huge task, by assigning to your honourable 
council the responsibility to determine who the governing authority will be transferred to, within the three days of the vacancy 
of the position of Sultan. And that your honourable council did not agree to choose a Sultan for the country within the period 
specified by the Basic Law of the State. We, after having trust in Allah, and desiring to guarantee the stability of the country, 
advise that Sayyid Haitham bin Tarik shall undertake the rule, for We found he possesses the traits and capabilities that 
qualify him to bear this trust. 

As we pray to the Almighty Allah to be with the good reason that called us to choose him (Haitham) and the confidence 
that led us to prefer him, We call upon you all to obediently pledge allegiance to him in hardship and ease, in comfort and 
discomfort, and that you be to him his firm bond and the sincere adviser; always striving under his leadership by the unity of 
the row, the word, the goal and the destiny; avoiding all the causes of discord and dissipation, repulsion and dispute; working 
by the Almighty Allah. True are the words of Allah the Almighty.

May Allah grant you success, peace and mercy of Allah be upon you. 
Qaboos bin Said

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik was sworn in as  
Sultan of Oman and delivers his royal speech

Defence Council is honoured to  
announce the Induction of  

Haitham bin Tarik al Said  
as Sultan of Oman
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THE DEATH OF SULTAN QABOOSTHE DEATH OF SULTAN QABOOS

“We shall march forward on this road so that 
Oman could attain and maintain its prominent 

place in which (His Majesty Sultan Qaboos) 
wished to position it and for which he stayed on 

vigils to realise that goal and he was granted 
success in his endeavours.

Our only relief – the best with which we can 
eternalise his achievements – is to pursue his 

rightful legacy and derive impetus for the brilliant 
steps that he treaded in full confidence and 

determination, to preserve the gains that he made 
and to build upon them.

We will call and contribute to resolving disputes 
by peaceful means, sparing no effort in finding 

satisfactory solutions in a spirit of harmony and 
understanding.

We will continue contact with our brethren, 
leaders of Arab Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), 
to enhance our countries’ march of collaboration to 

realise our people’s aspirations and to push the 
GCC forward.

Security and Stability wouldn’t have been 
achieved without the existence of modern armed 

forces that are fully mobilised and highly qualified 
in all its services and sectors; and security services 
that secure the stability of this country and gained 

the respect of citizens.”
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THE DEATH OF SULTAN QABOOSHis Majesty the Sultan congratulated by Royal Family members

His Majesty the Sultan congratulated by Defence Council members

His Majesty the Sultan congratulated by Ministers, Advisors and 
Honourable members of the State Council and members of Ash-Shura Council

Royal Anthem was played and 21 gun salute to  
His Majesty the Sultan
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THE DEATH OF SULTAN QABOOS

21

Oman bids farewell to His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said,  
may the Almighty Allah have mercy on his soul. Mourners, led by  

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik participated in his funeral.
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THE DEATH OF SULTAN QABOOS
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THE DEATH OF SULTAN QABOOS

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik receives Senior Military  
and Security Commanders and mourners for H.M. Sultan Qaboos
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From Small Beginnings…
It grew from a period of great pressures on SAF’s limited forces, and a 
worsening situation on the ground. It seems remarkable now to be 
looking back to a time when tactical mobility was so limited: it was a 
case of what could be carried by men or mules – and that included 
casualty evacuation. It was this in particular that prompted the initial 
order, for four Italian-built Jet Ranger light helicopters, the AB 206; and 
the first two finally arrived at Bait al Falaj on 12 August 1970. 

50 Years of Helicopter 
operations in oman

by Tony Nicholson

This year sees the 50th Anniversary  
of the introduction of helicopters into 
the Sultan’s Armed Forces, and the 
marking of a step-change in SAF’s 
operational capabilities. This isn’t 
the place for a proper history of all 
that has built towards Nos 3 and  
14 Sqns in RAFO today, but it 

certainly feels right to celebrate this 
major milestone – acknowledging t 

he early pioneers and paying tribute, 
too, to those who gave their lives 

within the story.

Bell 205  – the famous “Huey” all-purpose 
heli of Vietnam fame in service in Dhofar.

Bell 206 Light Recce/Casevac ‘workhorse’ was the first heli to enter service in Oman.



They carried troops and resupply, brought out cas-
ualties, rescued downed pilots – and also supported 
the Civil Aid effort that was such a vital feature behind 
the ground operations, bringing new life to remote 
communities. Colleagues and commanders were  
generous in recognising what the helicopters made 
possible.

 

… to the Present Day
In the following years, roles became more varied. 
There was continuing support to the border positions 
in Dhofar, and also the sharper demands of working 
with the Sultan’s Special Forces or in times of tension 
at Khasab. But helicopters also had a key role in helping 
the development of many of the remoter or mountain-
ous areas, with regular flying doctor and civil aid task-
ings in most of the Sharqiyah, Jebel Akhdar and 
Musandam. 
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50 YEARS OF HELICOPTER OPERATIONS IN OMAN

SuperLynx

NH90

Squadron Leader Neville Baker [see obituary, page 85] was 
appointed to build this new force from scratch, and quickly. 
Contract plus RAF-seconded pilots, Airwork to cover the engineer-
ing support, and later the crewmen to be recruited and trained 
locally. And it all started to move into a significantly higher gear in 
April the next year, with the delivery of the first AB 205s – the 
same model as the US Huey and a true battlefield helicopter.

The learning was continuous in what was now 3 Sqn – blending the 
crews and developing tactics. Adapting to the Dhofar setting meant 
pushing the boundaries of how things could be done, with special 
techniques including the trademark spiral descents, the simplified 
patterns for using mere torches to help guide night landings, and 

coping with the khareef. Ever more closely, working with our SOAF 
partners (especially the Strikemasters giving us Top Cover protec-
tion) and for the ground units that we’d come to support. 

Operation Jaguar in 1971 marked the start of SAF’s return to the 
jebel, and helicopters were used for the first time en masse as an 
integrated part of the battle plan. All further operations would fol-
low the same pattern; and helicopters became the key that allowed 
troops to be moved swiftly and dominate more ground, or to stay 
on the jebel through the khareef and still be resupplied. They were 
heavily involved in all the major operations of the next few years, 
including the insertion and sustainment of Sarfait, the relief of 
Mirbat, and right through to the closing phases in the west. 
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50 YEARS OF HELICOPTER OPERATIONS IN OMAN

AB 206

AB 205
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Along the way, 14 Sqn was formed 
at Seeb in 1978 as part of the post- 
conflict rebalancing of effort across 
the whole country. And, more 
recently, important milestones for 
RAFO have also been the introduction 
of newer and more capable aircraft. 
Thus 3 Sqn continues based at 
Salalah, mainly operating the 
SuperLynx. Similarly, 14 Sqn itself is 
still based at Seeb but with detach-
ments at Khasab and Musanah; and 
now fully equipped with the NH90.

Between them, they cover a full 
spectrum of tasks including close sup-
port of Land Forces together with 
ship-borne operations with the Navy. 
RAFO’s helicopters were fully engaged in the recent major exer-
cise Saif Sareea 3 with UK forces, and frequently work with 
Oman’s GCC allies. 

And that support to the wider civil community continues to be 
high profile, in terms of Search and Rescue and providing vital help 
in responding to natural emergencies, such as recent flooding. 

But in the end, of course, it’s about people and not just the 
machines. 

It’s very clear that the spirit of the early days, with the quickly- 

earned mutual respect and trust, has stayed embedded through 
the years that bring us now to RAFO’s helicopter force in 2020. One 
of our number travelled much of that journey himself – from one of 
the earliest of the jundi crewmen in Dhofar, earning a commission 
on the way to becoming a heli pilot and then a commander, and 
ultimately a respected senior officer in RAFO. As he has said, “I am 
proud to remember all the working together, and the experience 
shared in flying; the friendship that developed remains until today.” 

Here’s to the next 50! n

NH90

SuperLynx
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HELP TRANSFORM LIVES 
Please help us continue to provide our life-changing mental health treatment 
to former servicemen and women by becoming one of our Benefactors.

Our Benefactor programme is a very personal way to support our work: 
champion a specific project, attend special events, and meet veterans to  
get a real insight into our work.

To find out more please contact: 
Kate Alexander, Major Gifts Manager 
kate.alexander@combatstress.org.uk  
01372 587 155

Company Registered in England & Wales No 256353. Charity Registration No 206002 (SC038828 in Scotland).

combatstress.org.uk
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The SuperLynx covers a full spectrum of tasks including close support  

of Land Forces together with ship-borne operations with the Navy.

SuperLynx ship-borne

Sponsored by Charles Kendall Group
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SAF ASSOCIATION DINNER 2019

Once again, the Army and Navy Club in London (The RAG) provided 
a very welcoming and comfortable venue for our annual dinner on 
the 29 November 2019. The evening offered a great opportunity 
both to catch up with old friends and to welcome guests and  
newcomers.

With over 80 members and their guests attending, it was, as 
usual, a wonderfully relaxed affair in its informality – but equally 
lively and fun with good food and company. We were pleased that 
our President and Vice-President were both able to join us and it 
was particularly good to have so many Omani guests. Our 
Chairman, Mike Lobb, gave an overview of Association matters. 
Top table guests are shown in the photos and included: COSSAF, 
Lord Stirrup, HE Abdul Aziz Al Hinai (Oman Ambassador to UK), 

Lieutenant General Sir Simon Mayall, Commodore Said Al 
Muqbali (Naval Attaché), Commodore Henry Duffy (UK Defence 
Attaché) and Colonel Rashid Al Balushi (RCDS). The photographs 
tell the story including Penny Lobb and other members hosting 
Alison Brettle (Tutor at RCDS), Major General Felix Gedney with 
Ollie Blake and various members with guests. Particular thanks to 
our Secretary, Neil Fawcett, for his planning and hard work behind 
the scenes that ensured the evening ran smoothly.

Although the trip up to London – and venturing out in late 
November – can always be a bit daunting, it was evident that every-
body had a thoroughly enjoyable evening.

Looking ahead to this year’s dinner, it is a keynote event, and will 
take place on Friday 27 November 2020 at the same venue. n

SAF ASSociAtion  
AnnuAl Dinner 2019

Left to right: Col. Rashid Al Balushi, Gp. Capt. Khalid Al Shabibi, Gp. Capt. Abdullah Al Dhafri, COSSAF and HE Abdul Aziz Al Hinai (Oman Ambassador to UK).



49th NatioNal Day
49TH NATIONAL DAY

On 18 November, under the distinguished  
patronage of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos 

bin Said, the Supreme Commander of the 
Armed Forces, the military parade was held at  
the Military Parade Field at Said Bin Sultan  
Naval Base, on the occasion of the Sultanate’s  

celebrations of the 49th National Day. Symbolic 
units representing the Royal Army of Oman, the 

Royal Air Force of Oman, the Royal Navy of 
Oman, the Royal Guard of Oman, the Sultan 

Special Force, the Royal Oman Police and Royal 
Court Affairs participated in the military parade.
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Prestigious Visits

On 1 March, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said, Supreme Commander 
of the Armed Forces, received at Bait Al Barakah, His Excellency Jeremy 
Hunt, the British Foreign Secretary.

During the meeting, aspects of the existing bilateral cooperation between 
the two countries were discussed in the framework of the close relations 
that bond them and matters of mutual interest between the two sides.

On 21 February, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said received at Bait Al Barakah, His Excellency Gavin Williamson, the British Minister 
of Defence. During the meeting aspects of bilateral cooperation between the Sultanate and the United Kingdom were discussed.

royal office

On 1 February, H.E. Sultan bin 
Mohammed al Numani, 
Minister of the Royal Office, 
received in his office General Sir 
Nicholas Carter, Chief of the 
British Defence Staff.

The meeting was attended by 
Lieutenant General Ahmed bin 
Harith Al Nabhani, COSSAF.

On 5 May, H.E. Sultan bin Mohammed 
al Numani, Minister of the Royal Office, 
received General Sir Nicholas Carter, 
Chief of the British Defence Staff.

On 30 July, H.E. Sultan bin 
Mohammed al Numani, 
Minister of the Royal Office, 
received Lieutenant General Sir 
John Lorimer, Senior Defence 
Advisor to the British Ministry of 
Defence for Middle East Affairs.

On 22 October, H.E. Sultan bin 
Mohammed al Numani, 
Minister of the Royal Office, 
received Lieutenant General Sir 
John Lorimer, Senior Defence 
Advisor to the British Ministry of 
Defence for Middle East Affairs.
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PRESTIGIOUS VISITS

royal guard
On 1 November, The Royal Guard of Oman 

celebrated its annual day under the patronage 

of His Excellency Lieutenant General 
Munther bin Majid bin Said Al Said, 

Head of the Communications and 

Coordination Bureau of the Royal Office.

On 11 December, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said, Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, gave an audience to HRH Prince 
William, the Duke of Cambridge, at Bait Al Barakah.

Ministry of defence
In all notes of the meetings that H.E. Sayyid Bader bin Saud bin Harib Al Busaidi  

has held with visitors, to save repetition he is shown as MRDA.

On 2 January, MRDA, received in his office in 
Bait Al Falaj Camp, General Sir Nicholas Carter, 
Chief of the British Defence Staff.

On 23 March, MRDA and his accompanying delegation made an offi-
cial visit to Japan. This visit came at the invitation of His Excellency 
Takeshi Iwaya, Minister of Defence of Japan.

On 5 May, MRDA received in his office in Bait Al 
Falaj Camp, General Sir Nicholas Carter, Chief 
of the British Defence Staff.
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

On 7 July, MRDA had a meeting in London with Penny Mordaunt, 
the British Minister of Defence, which was the first meeting 
between the two sides after she undertook the portfolio of the 
British Ministry of Defence.

On 21 February, the Sultanate and the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland signed a Joint Defence Agreement 
between the two countries. The agreement was signed on behalf 
of the Sultanate’s government by MRDA and on behalf of the 
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland by Minister of Defence, Gavin Williamson.

This agreement confirms the deep-rooted historical relationship 
between the Sultanate of Oman and the United Kingdom and the 

interest of the two countries to consolidate areas of military 
cooperation. 

This agreement aims to frame the commitment of the two coun-
tries to jointly defend their security, stability, prosperity and support 
for their sovereignty and territorial integrity, and to develop bilateral 
military action in a manner that achieves harmony and conformity 
between the armed forces of the two countries.

The signing ceremony and the discussion session were attended 
on the Omani side by His Excellency Mohammed bin Nasser  
Al Rasbi, Secretary-General of the Ministry of Defence, Major 
General Mattar bin Salim Al Balushi, Commander of the Royal 
Army of Oman and Rear Admiral Abdullah bin Khamis Al Raisi, 
Commander of the Royal Oman Navy and on the British side, His 
Excellency Hamish Cowell, The UK’s Ambassador to the 
Sultanate and accompanying delegation.

His Excellency, Gavin Williamson,  
British Minister of Defence

“It is our pleasure to sign this agreement, which will 
enhance our relations with one of our most important 
partners and it is an important historical event between 
our two countries. We affirm our keenness to jointly 
defend our two countries.”

His Excellency added, “Gulf security is an extension of 
our security and it is important to broaden our horizons 
so that the UK becomes a global country after the with-
drawal from the European Union.”

His Excellency Sayyid Bader bin  
Saud bin Harib Al Busaidi, MRDA

“This agreement comes in pursuit of the government of 
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said, the Supreme 
Commander of the Armed Forces – may Allah bless and 
preserve him – and the government of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II of Great Britain and the 
Commonwealth of Independent Countries to enhance 
bilateral relations and strategic partnership between the 
Sultanate and the United Kingdom in the field of 
Defence, and represents a milestone in the process of 
cooperation between them. Also, signing this agree-
ment comes to emphasise the importance of promoting 
joint military action to ensure the security and stability of 
the two countries, and paves the way for more military 
cooperation and joint exercises in translation of the 
objectives of this Convention.”

On 21 October, MRDA received at his office, Lieutenant General 
Sir John Lorimer, Senior Defence Advisor to British Ministry of 
Defence for Middle East Affairs.

MRDA attended the International Exhibition of Security and 
Defence Equipment (DSEI 2019) which was held in London, in the 
presence of a number of Ministers of Defence and heads of partici-
pating delegations from various countries. The international exhib-
ition is considered one of the most important international 
exhibitions specialising in the field of security and defence equip-
ment and it represents a forum for exchanging technological 
experiences between the participants from the authorities and 
companies specialising in armament and global defence.

On September 9, MRDA met Lieutenant General Tim Fraser, 
Deputy Chief of the British Defence Staff. 

On 11 September, MRDA held an official meeting session at the 
British Ministry of Defence with His Excellency Ben Wallace, the 
British Minister of Defence. They discussed military cooperation 
between the two countries and other common interests .

In the context of the visit, on 11 September, MRDA and his 
accompanying delegation visited the British National Centre for 
Cyber Security and listened to a briefing by the Director of the 
Centre on the organisation, its capabilities and the mechanisms of 
the Centre’s operation. 



4140

Office Of cOSSAf
In notes of the meetings that Lt Gen Ahmed bin Harith Al Nabhani  

has held with visiting dignitaries, to save repetition he is shown as COSSAF.

On 2 January, COSSAF received in his office at MAM, General Sir 
Nicholas Carter, Chief of the British Defence Staff.

On 1 April, COSSAF received in his office at MAM, Lieutenant 
General Sir John Lorimer, Senior Advisor to the British Ministry 
of Defence for Middle East Affairs.

On 4 February, COSSAF received in National Defence College at 
Bait Al Falaj, Lord Jeffrey James Deer, Vice-President of the 
House of Lords. During the meeting the two sides reviewed the 
success of bilateral relations between the Sultanate and the United 
Kingdom.

On January 21, COSSAF received in his office at MAM, Lieutenant 
General Sir John Lorimer, Senior Advisor to the British Ministry 
of Defence for Middle East Affairs.

On 5 May, COSSAF received in his office at MAM, General Sir 
Nicholas Carter, Chief of the British Defence Staff.

On 30 July, COSSAF received in his office at MAM, Lieutenant 
General Sir John Lorimer, Senior Advisor to the British Ministry 
of Defence for Middle East Affairs.

On 6 October, COSSAF received in his office at MAM, Major 
General Stephen Mahon, Assistant Chief of Staff for Military 
Strategies and Defence Affairs.

On 14 October, COSSAF received in his office at MAM, Air 
Marshal Edward Stringer, the Director General of the British 
Joint Forces Development.

On 5 November, COSSAF received in his office at MAM, Lord 
Astor of Hever, Advisor to the British Ministry of Defence for 
Military Cooperation and the Trade Envoy of the British Prime 
Minister.

On 11 November, COSSAF received in his office at MAM, Major 
General Robert Jones, Commander of the British Standing Joint 
Force.

On 6 July, COSSAF participated in the meeting of the Chiefs 
of Staff of the GCC States, Egypt and Kingdom of Jordan 
with the British side, which was held in London, within the 
framework of his official visit to the United Kingdom. He had 
met during the visit, General Sir Nicholas Carter, Chief of 
the British Defence Staff.

OFFICE OF COSSAF
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The Sultanate participated in the celebrations of the 
United Kingdom on the occasion of Her Majesty’s birth-
day and the annual military music festival. The Sultanate 
was represented in these festivities by COSSAF.

He participated in the activities of the military parade 
on the occasion of the celebration of the 93rd birthday of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and Head of the 
Commonwealth, which was held in London. He also par-
ticipated in the annual celebration of the military music 
festival held on 6 June in Whitehall under the patronage 
of HRH the Duchess of Cambridge, in the presence of a 
number of global leaders and senior guests.

OFFICE OF COSSAF NAtiONAl DefeNce cOllege

On February 18, Major General Salim bin Musallam Qattan, the 
Commander of the National Defence College received at the 
College Building in Bait Al Falaj Camp, Air Marshal Edward 
Stringer, Director General of the British Joint Forces Development.

On 30 July, Major General Salim bin Musallam Qattan, 
the Commandant of the National Defence College, 
received at the College Building in Bait Al Falaj Camp, 
General Sir John Lorimer, Senior Advisor to the British 
Ministry of Defence for Middle East Affairs.

On 9 April 9, Major General Salim bin Musallam Qattan, the 
Commander of the National Defence College, received at the 
College Building in Bait Al Falaj Camp, Major General Robert 
Jones, Commander of the British Standing Joint Force.

On 2 May, National Defence College hosted General Sir Nicholas Carter, Chief of the British Defence Staff, as part of the general sylla-
bus for the sixth national Defence course.
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NATIONAL DEFENCE COLLEGE

On 13 November, Major General Salim bin Musallam Qattan, 
the Commander of the National Defence College, received at the 
College Building in Bait Al Falaj, Major General Andrew Roy, 
Commander of the Joint Command and Staff College in the United 
Kingdom.

On October 14, Major General Salim bin Musallam Qattan, the 
Commander of the National Defence College, received at the 
College Building in Bait Al Falaj, Air Marshal Edward Stringer, 
Director General of the British Joint Forces Development.

Military SportS teaMS
During the period 14-25 June, The 
Sultan Armed Forces Shooting Team 
earned honourable achievements 
and won first place in various shoot-
ing competitions in the International 
Military Shooting Championship held 
at Bisley in the United Kingdom. 
Teams representing the United 
Kingdom, the United States of 
America, Canada and the Republic of 
Serbia participated in addition to the 
Oman team.

On June 29, the Sultan’s Armed Forces Shooting Team returned to the country from 
the United Kingdom after participating in the International Military Shooting 
Championships, winning first positions in most of the competitions at the individual 
and team levels, winning (30) cups, and (184) coloured medals: (107) gold medals,  
(40) silver medals and (37) bronze medals.

royal arMy of oMan

On February 20, RAO, represented by Mussandam Security 
Force and the Sultan of Oman’s Parachute Regiment, carried out 
the demonstration of the Omani-British joint exercise, Mountain 
Storm, with the participation of units from the British Forces, 
under the patronage of Major General Mattar bin Salim Al 
Balushi, Commander of the Royal Army of Oman.

The joint training exercise took place in the mountainous areas 
of RAO in Musandam Governorate.
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ROYAL ARMY OF OMAN

Units of RAO carried out the Omani-British exercise, Oman Dagger, 
with the support of RAFO and with the participation of units from the 
British Forces. The course of the exercise was held on the training 
areas in Al Wusta Governorate with the presence of Major General 
Mattar bin Salim Al Balushi, Commander of the Royal Army of 
Oman and a number of senior commanders and officers of the British 
Forces and senior officers of RAO.

During the period from February 20 to March 9, the Sultan’s Armed Forces participated in Al Jazeera Shield /10 exercise that was held in 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, with the participation of GCC countries’ Armed Forces. This exercise was within the framework of enhancing 
the existing military cooperation and unifying military strategic concepts.

During the period 11-18 May, The Royal Army of 
Oman, represented by the Directorate of Rations, par-
ticipated for the first time in the British Sustainer 
Exercises which were held in the United Kingdom.

In this exercise, RAO team achieved the first place 
in field operations at international level.
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ROYAL ARMY OF OMAN

Sponsored by Charles Kendall Group
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We are the Army’s national charity, 

During the period 16-27 October, The Royal Army of 
Oman, represented by the Musandam Security 
Force, carried out a joint exercise with British Royal 
Marines units,which was conducted in the mountain-
ous areas of Musandam Governorate.

The exercise included a number of joint activities 
to develop integration in the military operations and 
contribute to raising the training level for both sides.

The exercise concluded with a demonstration car-
ried out by Musandam Security Force and units of 
the British Royal Marines, with the support of the 
Royal Air Force of Oman, under the patronage of 
Major General Mattar bin Salim Al Balushi, 
Commander of the Royal Army of Oman.

http://www.soldierscharity.org
mailto:info@soldiercharity.org
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royal air Force 
oF oman

On 1 September, the Royal Air Force of Oman celebrated 
the graduation of a new batch of pilots and Air Force  

officers on the military parade field in Ghala Base and  
Sultan Qaboos Air Academy under the patronage of  

His Excellency Dr. Ali bin Masoud Al-Sunaidi,  
Minister of Trade and Industry.
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ROYAL AIR FORCE OF OMAN

During the period 15-18 January, at the invitation of the Chief 
of Staff of the Austrian Armed Forces, the Band of the Royal 
Oman Air Force participated in the musical performances in 
the Austrian capital Vienna.

Air Vice-Marshal Matar bin Ali Al Obaidani, 
Commander of the Royal Air Force of Oman and 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Military 
Technical College, was honoured by the British 
University of Portsmouth who awarded him an 
honourary doctorate as a leader and teacher in the 
field of education, operation and aviation.

Air Vice-Marshal  Matar bin Ali Al Obaidani, 
Commander of the Royal Air Force of Oman and his 
accompanying military delegation participated in the 
Annual Air Force conference that was held in London, 
United Kingdom, in the presence of leaders of the Air 
Force of several countries of the world. He also 
attended the Royal International Aviation Exhibition 
held at Fairford Air Force Base.

Sponsored by Charles Kendall Group
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ROYAL AIR FORCE OF OMAN

During the period 8-18 September, The Royal Air Force of Oman carried 
out the activities of the joint Omani-British air exercise, Magic Carpet, at 
Thumrait Air Base with the participation of aircraft from the British Royal 
Air Force and with the support of the Royal Oman Navy and the Sultan’s 
Special Force, in addition to the US Air Force.

On July 29, Air Vice-Marshal Matar bin Ali Al Obaidani, 
Commander of the Royal Omani Air Force, received at his office in 
MAM, Lieutenant General Sir John Lorimer, Senior Advisor to 
the British Ministry of Defence for Middle East Affairs.

On 21 October, Air Vice-Marshal Matar bin Ali Al Obaidani, 
Commander of the Royal Air Force of Oman, received at his office 
in MAM, Lieutenant General Sir John Lorimer, Senior Advisor to 
the Ministry of Defence for Middle East Affairs.

royal navy oF oman
On the 4 November, The Royal Navy of Oman  

celebrated its Annual Day under the patronage of  
H.E. Sayyed Hamoud bin Faisal Al Busaidi,  

Minister of Interior.

During the period 11-14 February, The Royal Navy 
of Oman carried out the naval exercise, Sharp 
Dagger, in the Sea of Oman with the support of 
the Royal Air Force of Oman and the participation 
of a group of ships belonging to the Navies of a 
number of friendly countries.
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Sponsored by Charles Kendall Group

On 30 July, Lieutenant General Sir John 
Lorimer, Senior Advisor to the British 
Ministry of Defence for Middle East Affairs 
and his accompanying delegation visited the 
headquarters of the Maritime Security 
Centre.

On 28 July, Admiral Abdullah bin Khamis Al Raisi, Commander 
of the Royal Navy of Oman, received at his office in MAM, 
Commodore Dean Bassett, Commander of the Naval Component 
of the British Royal Navy.

On 30 July, Rear Admiral Abdullah bin Khamis Al Raisi, 
Commander of the Royal Navy of Oman, received at his office in 
MAM, Lieutenant General Sir John Lorimer, Senior Advisor to 
the British Ministry of Defence for Middle East Affairs.

On 28 July, Brigadier General Dean Bassett, Commander of the 
Naval Component of the British Royal Naval Forces, visited the 
headquarters of the Maritime Security Centre.

On 21 October, Rear Admiral Abdullah bin Khamis Al Raisi, 
Commander of the Royal Navy of Oman, received at his office in 
MAM, Lieutenant General Sir John Lorimer, Senior Advisor to 
the British Ministry of Defence for Middle East Affairs.

On 7 October The Oman Navy vessel Shabab Oman Al Thaniah 
docked at Sultan Qaboos Port in Muttrah. The tall ship had partici-
pated in races and festivals while visiting international ports and 
marinas during its fourth international trip to the European contin-
ent (The Masts of Glory and Peace) on the orders of His Majesty 
Sultan Qaboos bin Said, Supreme Commander of the Armed 
Forces. The Royal Navy of Oman organised an official reception for 
the ship under the patronage of His Highness Sayyid Shihab bin 
Tariq Al Said, Advisor to His Majesty the Sultan.

mailto:rnbt@rnbt.org.uk
http://www.rnbt.org.uk
http://www.rnbt.org.uk
mailto:enquiry@pembrokehouse-rnbt.org.uk
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In my time in Oman from September 1974 to August 1977, I took 
quite a few photographs. However, due to the vagaries of the 
postal service between Oman and Germany (where my slides 
were processed) not all films found their way back to me.

The invitation from Robin Gainsford to attend the SON/RNO/SAF 
Association lunch spurred me into preparing an album that 
reflected some of my memories of Oman, so here goes! 

I arrived at Seeb, courtesy of a British Airways VC10, late in the 
evening and stepped out into a heat that reminded me of an oven. 
Peter Smith, the Base Engineer, met me. Unbeknown to me, 
another new Supply Officer, Ken Brown, had been on the same 
aircraft and Peter took us both down to the Naval Base in Muscat.

My position was as “Base Supply Officer” responsible for Naval 

Logistics and Ken looked after administration and cash. When 
required, I also stood in for the Officer in Charge of the Muscat 
Naval Base when he was on leave.

We arrived shortly before Eid and I will never forget the sailors 
going on leave, sitting in the back of a Bedford 4 x 4. They were 
going to Sur, which in 1974 was a ten hour trip via Nizwa and the 
Wahiba Sands. The lorry was being driven by the captain of SNV 
Dhofar, Chris Binns, and DCSON, Peter Luce. The following after-
noon, Ken and I were despatched In a Bedford 4 x 4, driven by 
Abdullah, to rescue the leave transport as it had broken down 
somewhere in the Wahiba Sands while returning from Sur. 
Eventually we found them at 0200 the following day and success-
fully towed the broken vehicle back to Muscat.

MeMories of oMan and  
The sulTan of oMan’s navy 

1974 - 1977

It was both a privilege 
and an honour to 

present a photographic 
album to the Royal 

Navy of Oman 
represented by 

Commodore Said 
Ali Khalfan al 

Maqbali, Military 
Attaché of the Oman 
Embassy, London.  

The album contained a 
selection of photographs 

taken by myself,  
Alec Johnston, 
between 1974 and 

1977. These are my 
reminiscences of  

that time.

Initial exploration of Muscat, by foot, took me up past the new 
Palace that was being built and past the British Embassy through a 
narrow path beneath Fort Jalali into Sidab. I was in a different 
world, in a traditional fishing village with the fishing boats pulled up 
on to the beach, children playing and donkey transport. If you went 
by vehicle from Muscat to Sidab you had to go via Muttrah, Ruwi 
and the Wadi Kabir In a Land Rover and that would have taken up to 
an hour. It took five minutes to walk down through the narrow path 
that was not wide enough to take vehicles.

In November 1974 I found myself in Holland making prepara-
tions for the Tropical Patrol Vessel (TPV) crews who were planned 
to commission two ships in March 1975. Then back to Muscat 
while Ken Brown went on Christmas leave.

In March 1975, the crews for the TPVs boarded a SOAF BAC 
1-11 for the journey to Holland. This was a truly memorable trip as 
we flew over Saudi to Egypt and the upper reaches of the River 
Nile, following the Nile at an excellent altitude for sightseeing, until 
we reached Cairo for a refuelling stop. We had a meal stop at the 
RAF base at Akrotiri. Then on to Brindisi, Italy for another refuelling 
stop and eventually we arrived safely in the Dutch Naval Air Station 
at Valkenberg, where the temperature was 5°C. On deplaning, the 
crews were issued with Dutch Navy Artic Foul weather gear.

We then travelled by road to Den Helder Naval Base to join the 
TPVs, P1 (Al Nasiri) and P2 (Al Salihi). On arrival in Den Helder a 
local department store had opened in the evening for our arrival 
and the crew were kitted out with clothing much more suited to 
the March climate in Holland. 

By April 1975, we were ready to leave Holland and our first port 
was Gibraltar. Whilst there the crews visited the caves and the 
Barbary Macaques. 

October 1974 – This is a group of SON sailors going to Sur on leave for Eid al Fitr. The journey time to Sur 
was approximately 10 hours via Nizwa and then across the Wahiba Sands. The photograph shows the 
sailors alongside SNV Dhofar in the Sultan Bin Ahmed Naval Base at Khor Al Mukalla in Muscat.

December 1974 – Here we see Sidab a village beside Muscat. Access to Sidab from Muscat was 
through a very narrow passage, only wide enough to allow a motorcycle or donkey to pass through. 
Note the line of fishing boats pulled up on the beach.

December 1974 – Another view of Sidab. Note the presence of a Land Rover. To 
drive from Muscat to Sidab would have taken approximately 1.5 hours while 
walking would have taken less than 5 minutes! December 1974 – Three children on the beach in the village of Sidab.

December 1974 – This is the normal 
mode of transport used by the 
villagers of Sidab.

March 1975 – The crews for the Tropical Patrol Vessels, P1 (Al Nasiri) and P2 (Al Salihi), flew from 
Muscat in a BAC 1-11 of the Sultan of Oman’s Airforce to the Dutch Naval Air Station at Valkenberg. 
On arrival, the crews were issued with Dutch Navy Artic foul weather coats before being taken to the 
Dutch Naval Base at Den Helder to join their ships.

April 1975 – The Tropical Patrol Vessels, P1 (Al Nasiri) and P2 (Al Salihi), 
alongside in Gibraltar harbour, having sailed from the Dutch Naval Base at Den 
Helder through the North Sea, the English Channel and across the Bay of Biscay.

April 1975 – The crews of the Tropical Patrol Vessels, P1 (Al Nasiri) and P2 (Al 
Salihi), took the opportunity of visiting St Michael’s cave in Gibraltar and on 
the way, they saw the Gibraltar Macaque monkeys.

April 1975 – All too soon, it was time for the Tropical Patrol Vessels, P1 (Al 
Nasiri) and P2 (Al Salihi), to leave Gibraltar and head for our next destination of 
Malta. Here we see the quarterdeck party securing the mooring ropes for sea.

HM Sultan Qaboos bin Said al Said
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My next assignment was to head up an engineering team in 
Raysut to support the ships that were designated for patrols in sup-
port of the SAF offensive at the end of the monsoon in 1975. We 
were based on Al Sultana, the naval support ship, in Raysut. Due to 
events shore side, Al Sultana was redeployed to support the SAF 
offensive and the ‘engineering team’ were then stationed in Raysut 
Harbour tented accommodation. After a brief and hectic few 
weeks supporting what was the ‘end of the war’, I went back to UK 
for Christmas.

After some practice, the Fleet then paid tribute to His Majesty 
Sultan Qaboos bin Said who took the salute on board the Royal 
Yacht Al Said. On completion of our formal return to Oman we then 
sailed into the Naval Base at Muscat.

On return to Muscat after leave I was a watchkeeper on Al Said 
to take her from Muscat to Salalah. 

All too soon it was time to say goodbye to Gibraltar and say hello 
to Malta where we berthed in Garden Reach in the Grand Harbour. 
P2 (Al Salihi), spent a few days in dry dock, as she needed some 
work in her engine room, having suffered a minor fire whilst at sea. 
It was carnival time in Malta and the crew enjoyed the spectacle.

Towards the end of May we set sail for Port Said and on 05 June 
1975, the Suez Canal was formally reopened for business. USS 
Little Rock, flagship of the U.S. Sixth Fleet, represented the United 
States at the ceremonies. P1 (Al Nasiri) followed by P2 (Al Salihi) 
proudly led the first commercial convoy through the Suez Canal on 
completion of the opening ceremonies.

Whilst in Port Said the opportunity was taken for the crews to 
have a bus trip to Cairo and visit the Mosque of Muhammad Ali, the 
Great Pyramids and the Sphinx. 

Djibouti was our next stop where the French Foreign Legion 
hosted us. After a brief stop of a few days, we sailed for Raysut 
and then went on to Bandar Jissah, which was, in 1975, a totally 
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uninhabited bay with the most wonderful beach. It was an ideal 
place for banyans on our ‘days off’.

At Bandar Jissah the Tropical Patrol Vessels – P1 (Al Nasiri) and 
P2 (Al Salihi) rendezvoused with the Fast Patrol Boats – B1 (Al 
Bushra), B2 (Al Mansur), and B3 (Al Nejah). 

At the beginning of 1976, I began to have some time to be ‘Base 
Supply Officer’. Then I was back at sea again on Al Sultana in sup-
port of the hearts and minds operation to celebrate the forthcom-
ing marriage of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said. Being adjacent 
to the Muscat Palace, the navy gun crew were required to fire 
salutes when important visitors were staying at the Palace. During 
the ‘hearts and minds operation’ when we visited Dhofar we 
assisted SAF and SOAF who were bringing illegal immigrants 
down from the jebel where P2 (Al Salihi) took them to Muscat for 
onward repatriation.

October 1975 – Here we have a view of Raysut harbour with 
B1 (Al Bushra) tied up with a landing craft outboard.

May 1975 – The Tropical Patrol Vessels, P1 (Al Nasiri) and P2 (Al 
Salihi), have now arrived in Malta where they berthed at Garden 
Reach in the Grand Harbour of Valetta.

May 1975 – Malta is well known for the excellence of the Carnivals that 
are held each year and the crew were able to attend one. Here we have 
a small group of the crew with the Carnival crowds in the background.

May 1975 – The weather has now warmed up a little and the 
quarterdeck crew are now dressed in their whites as we leave port.

July 1975 – The Fast Patrol Boat B2 (Al Mansur) at sea.

June 1975 – The Tropical Patrol Vessels, P1 (Al Nasiri) and P2 (Al Salihi), are now in Port Said with P1 (Al Nasiri) 
preparing to lead the first commercial convoy through the Suez Canal when it re-opened on 5 June 1975.

June 1975 – After transiting the Suez Canal the Tropical Patrol 
Vessels, P1 (Al Nasiri) and P2 (Al Salihi), arrived in Djibouti, the 
capital of the French Territory of the Afars and the Issas.

June 1975 – All too soon it is time to 
set sail for the Sultanate of Oman 
with some of the crew relaxing on 
the quarterdeck, looking forward to 
getting home to their families.

July 1975 – The Fast Patrol Boat B3 (Al Nejah) at anchor in Bandar 
Jissah.

July 1975 – The fleet consisting of B1 (Al Bushra), B2 (Al Mansur), B3 (Al Nejah), P1 (Al Nasiri) and P2  
(Al Salihi) taking the salute of their Commander-in-Chief, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said al Said.

July 1975 – His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said al Said on board the Al Said is taking the salute of the Oman 
fleet of modern naval ships – the Fast Patrol Boats and the Tropical Patrol Vessels.

March 1976 – This shows the people of Oman spontaneously 
showing their happiness in front of the Al Alam Palace in Muscat 
at the announcement of His Majesty’s forthcoming marriage.

1976 – The saluting guns’ crew of the Sultan Bin 
Ahmed Naval Base at Khor Al Mukalla in Muscat.
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On returning to Muscat I had the privilege of borrowing a SOAF 
Defender to take a few aerial photographs from Muscat up to 
Seeb. As we were flying through more than one ‘restricted air 
space’ SOAF did a magnificent job in ensuring all the proper clear-
ances were in place.

In mid 1976, a small party of Royal Guard appeared at my office 
and the corporal in-charge explained to me that they had been 
‘sent’ from Fort Mirani to the Naval Base for training! After consul-
tation with DCSON, two rubber boats complete with outboard 
engines were issued to the Royal Guard squad. The Royal Guard 
squad quickly learnt the techniques required to use the rubber 
boats and eventually they were able to go independently from 
Muscat to Riyaam and back to Muscat. This culminated in the small 
squad playing an important part in the National Day celebrations in 
1976 by sailing onto the beach at Riyaam whilst the Strikemasters 
were dropping green red and white smoke bombs. Quite an 
impressive site.

C1 (Nasr ul Bahr), everyone’s’ favourite. No record would be 
complete without mentioning Charlie One, who played such an 
important part in the Dhofar Campaign. Life could never be the 
same and I am pleased to say that she has been preserved and is 
on display.

In August 1977 I said goodbye to Oman but have been fortunate 
in that I have visited some five times (once with my wife) in the last 
ten years – three business visits, one with the SAF Association and 
one ‘organised tour’. 

Oman will always be something very special to both myself and 
my wife, who was able to visit Oman twice when I was serving in 
SON. n

The photographs in this article have been included in the album that was 
presented to the Royal Navy of Oman at the SAF Association/SON/RNO 
lunch on 17 June 2018. High resolution copies of the photograph files in 

jpeg format can be obtained by contacting Alec Johnston by email on 
alexander677@btinternet.com

1976 – An aerial view of Muscat taken from a Defender of the 
Sultan of Oman’s Airforce.

1976 – An aerial view of the Sultan Bin Ahmed Naval Base at Khor 
Al Mukalla in Muscat. P1 (Al Nasiri) and C1 (Nasr ul Bahr) are 
alongside with another Fast Patrol Boat on the slipway undergoing 
routine maintenance.

1976 – An aerial view of Seeb Airport showing both civilian and 
military aircraft on the ground.

1976 – The Captain of C1 (Nasr ul 
Bahr) on board in Muscat Bay.

1976 – C1 (Nasr ul Bahr) in Muscat Bay with Fort Jalali 
and the British Embassy in the background.

November 1976 – This is the National Day display at Riyami where a 
combined force invaded Riyami with the Strikemasters dropping 
coloured smoke bombs. What you don’t see in the photograph is 
the squad of Royal Guard in their Z boats (trained by the Base 
Supply Officer) landing on the beach.

Picture a woman sitting alone. Her age could be estimated at about 
36 years, but she looks older.

Her name is Khadija and I ask her how many children she has. 
She replies “thalatha” (three). “Bintain” (two daughters), now 

grown and living with their husbands in neighbouring villages with 
their own children. “Walid wahid” (one son), in whose house 
Khadija now resides with his wife and children.

I ask her how many children she gave birth to. She replies 
“Ashreen”, twenty!

I ask Khadija what happened. She replies “Allah Khareem”. It 
was the will of God. 

Then she continues: “It was in the days of Sultan Said. In those 
days there were no roads, no doctors and no hospitals.”

I try to picture carrying a desperately sick child in my arms across 
the bondu in a heat of 30-40 degrees F. In those days there was 
little hope of survival.

I arrived in Oman on 13 September 1984 as a Health Visitor. I 
joined a team of three health visitors – two based in MAM Hospital 
and one, who spoke Arabic, based in UAG Salalah.

Recruited by chief nursing officer (CNO) Mqd Lutfia Al Kharusi 
(or “Lottie”), we were former SSAFA Sisters who had worked as 
health visitors with the British Armed Forces. In Oman we were to 
monitor the health and welfare of the SAF Omani families who 
were living in military family quarters and hirings. 

Support was provided by three wonderful lady interpreters. Two 
spoke Swahili and Arabic and the third Baluchi, Urdu and Arabic.

Our first clinic room in MAM Hospital was actually a large stor-
age cupboard situated next to the casualty department. Squeezed 
into this cupboard was an examination couch, our basic equipment, 
medicines and family files. Every Sunday evening we took turns in 
running an immunisation clinic from this small room.

Our standard equipment was a ‘Playmate’ cool box containing 
the basics for home visiting, spring balance scales for weighing 
babies, stethoscope, urine testing kit etc., and basic medications 
such as vitamin drops, simple analgesics and skin ointments.

Initially I held a clinic at Bait Al Falaj, and visited SOAF families 
living at Lansab and in hirings located in the Capital Area, SON fam-
ilies accommodated in Oman House and the Desert Regt at Ibra.

The other health visitors monitored SAFTR families in barusti 
huts near Ghala, family quarters on MAM Camp, Jebel Regt at 
Nizwa, SOA at Izki, Muscat Regt at Bid Bid and the Salalah area.

However, when the Armed Forces Hospital (AFH) opened in 
1985, visits to the Capital Area ceased and we concentrated on the 
interior. The old MAM Hospital operating theatre became a more 
spacious area for our office and clinical room. We now had space 
and facilities to hold a daily mother and child health clinic and we 
became part of the Family Clinic Team, led by Dr Fatima Al Lamki, 
an exile from the Idi Amin regime and the first female colonel in FMS. 

Chain of Command
Our chain of command had two branches, which made for interest-
ing interactions. In MAM Hospital we were under the command of 
CO MAM Hospital, but when visiting families in the outside regi-
ments and stations, we were under the command of “Lottie”, CNO 
HQ FMS, and ultimately the Director of Medical Services (DMS)

At first our work was ‘opportunistic’. We followed World Health 
Organisation (WHO) and the United Nations International Children’s 
Emergency Fund (UNICEF) programmes when seeing babies and 
pregnant women to advise and immunise as we encountered them.

The tried and tested Toyota Corolla was used for travel to our 
many and various areas of work. These could amazingly get you 
down a wadi to a remote dwelling and on many occasions our work 
was akin to a wadi bash and, as a result, off-road trips on days off 
did not have much appeal! 

The Nizwa Workshop
In February 1985, I was fortunate to attend a National Workshop on 
Primary Health Care held in Nizwa. The aim was to analyse existing 
health services in order to centralise national programmes.

The workshop provided a marvellous opportunity to learn about 
Primary Health Care in Oman, to network with health workers from 
different areas and disciplines, and most importantly learn more 
about Omani culture and attitudes towards family health.

arMed forces Medical service
reflecTions of a  
healTh visiTor

by Angela Lovegrove

Monitoring the health of a new baby in a married quarter. Receiving an award for participating in the “Nizwa Workshop”.

mailto:alexander677@btinternet.com


The analysis concentrated not only on villages and wilayats but 
also services offered by the various companies and ministries in 
Oman: the Police, private medical Institutions, Royal Flight, Royal 
Yacht and the MOD. The proposals were to roll out a succession of 
Primary Health Programmes across Oman.

The first, “The Year of the Child”, promoted immunisations to 
prevent the “killer diseases of children”. Polio, diphtheria, whoop-
ing cough, tetanus, measles, tuberculosis and hepatitis B. 

A television advertisement with a repetitive jingle was shown in 
the village coffee shops and homes. Information was widely dis-
pensed in the Mosques, schools, women’s associations and wilayats.

The response was immense and families swarmed into the clin-
ics to have their children immunised. The pink card was introduced. 
Each child was registered in their wilayat and given a pink card with 
their name, village and wilayat code. Each wilayat had a record of 
every child in its areas and its immunisation status and was respon-
sible for following up non-attenders.

This card included a growth monitoring chart, immunisation rec-
ord, routine growth and developmental checks, recording illnesses 
and actions given. It is also listed important health topics to be dis-
cussed by health workers. Women were instructed to carry these 
cards with them at all times.

Prior to 1985 there was no accurate birth rate record in Oman. 
So, during this year, every child aged from birth to seven years old 
was given a BCG immunisation against tuberculosis. This provided 
a base line of the number of children in the age group and there-
after, every new baby BCG recorded indicated the number of births 
in that year.

“Control of Diarrhoeal Diseases and Dehydration”, the next 
national programme, addressed diarrhoeal diseases and the 
importance of oral rehydration. UNICEF packets of oral rehydration 
salts and the faithful Tanuf water bottle were our main visual aids.

 Tanuf bottles, when filled with water up to the third indentation, 
held 1 litre of water, which when mixed with a packet of UNICEF 
rehydration salts made the correct rehydration concentration. The 
prevention of diarrhoeal diseases was underway and further pro-

grammes tackled Acute Respiratory Infection (ARI) and Protein 
Energy Malnutrition (PEM). Next came “The Year of the Woman”, 
when all pregnant women were encouraged to attend a health 
institution at least twice during their pregnancy for check-ups, teta-
nus immunisation and urged to give birth in a health institution. 
Subsequent programmes followed.

Disabled Children
When we visited a new family, we detailed the family’s and chil-
dren’s health history. At times this revealed a disabled child, often 
looked after separately in another room. In those days, prior to rou-
tine developmental screening, there was nothing to offer the child 
– just care, nutrition and the love of the family. 

In AFH, under Lottie’s guidance, a disabled children’s group was 
opened. Held in two porta-cabins, this group was facilitated and 
organised by Sarah Wright, a physiotherapist. Sarah’s enthusiasm 
encouraged volunteers (mainly ex-pat wives) to help. I was 
assigned to start a register of disabled children known to AFMS. 
After sending a communication to the RMOs requesting details of 
personnel and families with a disabled child in their area, the 
response was overwhelming. 

Referral from AFH
At times we were required to act on referrals from the Paediatric 
Ward AFH and visit families living in more remote areas and direc-
tions were often vague:

“They live at the end of a village west of Bid Bid near the falaj.”
“ The Sharqiya Region, near Ibra and the Wahiba.”
“ Turn left at the large rock and proceed to the end of the track, it is 
the 3rd house at the end.”

(There was no sat-nav in those days!)
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Demonstrating the correct mixture for oral rehydration salts.

Using a mosquito net.

The Principles of Health Visiting as 
Applied to the Armed Medical Service
My final contribution, before I left the service in 1995, was partici-
pating in a study day where representatives from various MOH 
institutions had been invited. The talk was entitled “The Principles 
of Health Visiting as Applied to the Armed Medical Service”.

A new birth.

These principles could be applied to all aspects of the work I had 
undertaken in playing my part implementing the MOH National 
Primary Care Programmes into the service.

I think back now and remember my conversation with Khadija 
and her loss of seventeen children. Today, women and children 
survive. There are roads, hospitals, clinics, doctors and National 
Health Care Programmes in Oman and progress continues. n

The first Primary Health Programme was 
“The Year of the Child”, promoting  

immunisations to prevent the  
“killer diseases of children”.

I think back now and remember my  
conversation with Khadija and her loss  
of seventeen children. Today, women  
and children survive. There are roads,  
hospitals, clinics, doctors and National 

Health Care Programmes in Oman  
and progress continues.

The Principles of Health 
Visiting as applied to the 
Armed Medical Service.

I was invited by the commanding officer, Lt Col Tom Kelly to 
become involved with the training of the 2nd Battalion, Duke of 
Lancaster’s Regiment in their new role of Specialised Infantry 
which they had undertaken since January 2019. One of four such 
battalions it is a game-changing new capability for the British Army. 
It supports the work of 1 (UK) Division and the Regionally Aligned 
Brigades to train armed forces overseas and forge critical partner-
ships. Specialised Infantry Battalions are trained, structured and 
equipped to work alongside chosen Partner Forces. The battalion is 
made up of 267 rigorously assessed soldiers who will work by, 
with and through the Partner Force in high threat and challenging 
environments. Specialised Infantry soldiers and officers are mature 
and selected for their instructional abilities. They prioritise cultural 
understanding and empathy to enable them to operate success-
fully alongside Partner Forces. They are expert soldiers and expert 
instructors.

Oman 
ExpEriEncE

SHARING THE 
DHOFAR EXPERIENCE

with 2nd Battalion,  
Duke of Lancaster’s Regiment

by Mike Lobb

I joined them on 10 September 2019 in their barracks at Weeton, 
near Blackpool in Lancashire and gave a presentation to Chindit 
Company based on my time training and operating with the Firqat 
in Dhofar then on training recruits, soldiers and officer cadets in 
SAFTR. The Battalion has already deployed to Borneo, Belize and 
Kenya this year and their next tour is to train Iraqi Special Forces. n
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Captain John White 
SaF 1971-73

THE SAF ASSOCIATION  
FILLS IN A GAP IN A  
FAMILY’S HISTORY

Viv Rowe (C Company, Northern  
Frontier Regiment 1972-74) writes:

John White (Adjt NFR) attached to C Coy for 
a company operation on the Central Jebel.

John White served as a contract officer in SAF after a short 
service commission in the Devonshire and Dorset Regiment of 
the British Army from 1968-71. He was the adjutant in the 
Northern Frontier Regiment (NFR) in 1972-73, a period which 
included an operational deployment in Dhofar. Like most con-
tract officers he had no Arabic language training but, as official 
paperwork was then in English, he quickly became effective 
whilst building up his spoken Arabic with the help of his col-
leagues of all ranks. He also had the considerable advantage of 
having, as his assistant adjutant and successor, Lt Hamed bin 
Said al Aufi, who rose to become Chief of Staff, Sultan’s 
Armed Forces (COSSAF) and then Oman’s Minister for Water 
Resources. 

SOAF AB-205.  Brilliant “workhorse” that allowed the SAF battalions to deploy and 
operate on the Dhofar jebel in the early 1970s.

John participated in operations whenever he was able, from 
patrols on Salalah Plain to visits and attachments further afield. The 
latter included Tresham Gregg’s B Company NFR which, from a 
base at Adonib, was conducting helicopter-borne operations 
against the adoo supply routes in the Ashoq area, in the early 
stages of Operation Hornbeam. 

 Viv Rowe discussing with Lt Hamed Said al Aufi, attached to C Coy NFR for an 
operation. He subsequently became COSSAF and Oman’s Minister for Water 
Resources.

 Tresham Gregg at Adonib HLS prior to  heliop on the HORNBEAM LINE 
– October 1972.

When John later came to C Company on Op Sycamore on the 
eastern jebel, he said that he was enjoying soldiering and wished 
that he could have had a regular commission in the British Army. 
Days later he was out, commanding an ambush, when 
Commander, Dhofar Brigade, arrived by helicopter at the company 
location with the Adjutant-General of the British Army who had 
come to see what seconded officers got up to. I briefed the 
General on John’s operation and mentioned his desire to re-join the 
Army. The General said, “The Army needs officers with this experi-
ence. Tell him to write to me personally.”

John left SAF in mid-1973 when NFR was back at Bidbid in 
Northern Oman. I later heard that he had returned to the British 
Army, but I do not know if he had played the Adjutant-General card.  

B Coy 81mm Mortars in action during Op SYCAMORE in the Eastern Jebel – December 1972.

Captain Mohamed Said Raqaishi and his  sons – Izki 1973. He subsequently 
commanded NFR and rose to the rank of Brigadier.

Captain Medhi (NFR Bn Medical Officer) with CSM Sulieman Khuda Bux.  
Visiting B Coy’s position on the Eastern Jebel – December 1972. Cpl Kharim Bux, 
B Coy Medic in background.

 Tresham Gregg, SSgt Wali Mohamed, CSM Sulieman Khuda Bux (all B Coy NFR) 
and Capt Mohamed Said Raqaishi Recce Pl Comd NFR.
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When we met, we were given an excellent account of Oman in 
the early1970s and some fascinating stories of their experiences in 
Dhofar, linked in with incidents in which John was involved. To see 
the amazing photos and sketches really brought to life what our 
father and the NFR achieved in Oman during his time. As Nick and 
Robin are both infantry officers serving in The Rifles, there was a 
deep professional interest in the conditions and tactics employed 
and they were able to compare it to their own experiences in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Having read, as background, those excellent 
books about the Dhofar Campaign by Ian Gardiner (“In the Service 
of the Sultan”) and our father’s Commanding Officer in NFR, Bryan 
Ray (“Dangerous Frontiers”), being able to speak with Viv and 
Tresham, took our understanding to a much deeper level. 

JOHN WHITE’S DAUGHTER, PIP CARTMELL 
(nee WHITE) AND SONS NICK AND ROBIN 
WHITE WRITE:
Our father met Annie, who was to become his wife and our 
mother, in 1973, the year he rejoined the British Army. He held 
various appointments, from Adjutant to Company Commander, 
including a period with the Ulster Defence Regiment in the mid 
1980s. He was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel in 1990 and took 
command of 4th Battalion The Worcestershire and Sherwood 
Foresters. This was a challenging time with major Army cuts, 
including John’s battalion. However, through dedication and dili-
gence he managed to reduce the impact on his soldiers by saving a 
company and moving individuals to other units for which he was 
awarded an OBE. He achieved all this while battling lung cancer 
and he received his OBE the day before he died in 1992.

Although we were aware our father had served in Oman, we 
knew very little about it, as we were too young to remember any 
stories he may have told us. All this was to change when Pip and 
her husband attended a sailing course in Lanzarote in January 
2019. Their instructor was Gordon Allen (Oman Artillery 1975-77, 
and now a member of the Association Committee). Oman was 
mentioned and that set off a chain of events that led to this article. 
Gordon, very kindly and quickly, put himself to work, using the SAF 
Association to find members of the NFR who had served in Oman 
at the same time as John, which resulted in us being put in touch 
with Tresham (NFR 1971-73) and Viv (NFR 1972-74). Many phone 
calls and emails were subsequently exchanged as our family’s curi-
osity and enthusiasm continued to grow, in our quest to find out 
more about this period of our father’s life.

Tresham Gregg.  B Coy NFR –  Aug 1972.  Viv Rowe (C Coy) on HAWK position. 

 Lt Col Bryan Ray (CO NFR) visiting 
B Coy on SIMBA – May 1972.

 Lt Col Bryan Ray, CO NFR taking the Recruits Pass Off Parade, Bidbid – Feb 1972.

There was so much we took away from our discussions as the 
lessons from Dhofar, almost 50 years ago, are very relevant to 
operations that British military could be asked to do today. While it 
was professionally enlightening, more importantly for all of us, it 
filled a gap in our knowledge of those years our father spent in 
Oman. It was an enthralling five hours.

We would like to thank Gordon and the SAF Association for link-
ing us with Viv and Tresham. Our gratitude is extended to them for 
all the time and effort they devoted to putting together the photos 
and sketches, and for bringing so clearly to life their experiences 
and those of John’s – as well as answering our multitude of ques-
tions. They claimed they enjoyed it as much as we did! This time 
together has inspired us to visit Oman and see for ourselves the 
places where John had served in the early 1970s. We promise we 
will make it happen but perhaps not for a few years yet! n

We eventually agreed to meet Viv and Tresham in London, 
where we could talk through their photos. Annie now lives in 
Wiltshire, with Pip, Nick and Robin spread from South Devon to 
Northern Ireland (with seven grandchildren in total) and so co- 
ordinating a date and location for a meeting that worked for all of us 
proved to be a considerable challenge! We were determined to 
make it happen, though, and eventually settled on a lunch meeting 
with Viv and Tresham, at the Victory Services Club in London in 
early May 2019. 

 Johnny Braddell-Smith (NFR) 
relaxing!

In recent years, the conservative countries of the Gulf Region have 
allowed women to join their ranks, but women’s participation 
within the military and the security forces is still a controversial 
topic for many across the Arab world. And so it was with some 
trepidation that I packed up the family and moved to Oman to serve 
with the Royal Air Force of Oman (RAFO) in a Loan Service (LS) 
assignment as an Information Communication Technician at the Air 
Force Technical College (AFTC). Clearly, I was a very small part of 
the UK’s Defence Engagement Strategy to Oman, but it hadn’t 
been lost on me that I was the first-ever RAF LS female to be 
employed in RAFO. I was continually asking myself questions 
about how my daughter and husband; the first male Loan Service 
partner, would take to life in the Middle East.

My family and I felt incredibly welcome and within weeks of 
arrival, visited an Omani colleague’s house to taste the delights of 
Shuwa. I became friends with an Omani work colleague who 
embraced my family and me as his own, showing us huge gener-
osity. My husband was invited to his farm to take part in the goat 
sacrifice for Eid; although he did stop eating meat for a while after 
this! And having my Omani colleague and his wife and daughter 

join us in our home for Sunday lunch is still one of my tour high-
lights today, despite my disastrous Yorkshire puddings!

Arriving shortly before Ramadan my Chain of Command experi-
enced their first cultural challenge; ‘should I be made to wear a 
headscarf or not?’ After some deliberation, I was given a choice, 
and I choose to wear a scarf during the holy month. My colleagues 
were extremely grateful and it enabled me to gain their trust early 
into my tour. Overall, I think many Omanis were never quite sure 
how to deal with me, and I generally declined the option of segre-
gation at gatherings and my colleagues always supported this. 
Currently, AFTC has no RAFO female permanent staff and so sadly 
interaction with female colleagues has been few and far between.

My role explored several different areas to identify how IT could 
enhance AFTC; and this is something the RAF has also been 
through, albeit many years ago. As for my position within RAFO, 
there were multiple challenges to face: acceptance in my role as a 
woman; an organisational culture where UK policy and strategy did 
not always fit; and apprehension in embracing technology to not 
only enhance learning but also working practices.

In my section within AFTC, perhaps the single and most  

First Female raF loan 
service in oman

by Paula Golder

Paula with her husband in Oman.
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surprising aspect I encountered was female discrimination, not 
from Omanis as I was worried about but from some of the British 
‘expats’, ex-RAF civilian contractors, who left the RAF many moons 
ago and had not progressed with the times. This was something I 
had never experienced in my 16-year RAF career, and I chose to 
adopt the words of Winston Churchill “You have enemies? Good. 
That means you’ve stood up for something, sometime in your life.” 
That said, many expat and Omani colleagues were extremely sup-
portive, and I felt that I was representing the future; of a modern 
RAFO that will one day have female engineers. It is heartening to 
know that Omanis are looking to the future where the best can be 
made of all the talent in the country, male and female.

There are now six women on Loan Service in Oman, a 
Commander in the RNO, a Sgt in RAO, a Flt Lt, 2 WOs and a Sgt in 
RAFO. Women serve in the Sultan’s Armed Forces in many roles 
(excluding the Parachute Regiment) and have done so for many 
years. At the recent passing out parade for graduate officers in the 

RNO the top prize was awarded to a female engineering officer as 
was the third prize. Slowly but surely the Sultan’s Armed Force are 
reflecting Omani society where women are in a very wide range of 
roles and there are a lot of woman in senior appointments from 
minsters downwards.

As my assignment comes to an end, and I reflect on the last 
three years, what can I say? Oman is a wonderful and beautiful 
country. The people are open, friendly and religiously tolerant  
with women playing a significant role in daily society with a  
plethora of employment positions. My family and I have had an 
amazing time, my husband even managed to support Joss Stone 
at an intimate music gig with his band the Shoals. We have met 
some fantastic and interesting people from all walks of life and as 
for RAFO, I think I’ve left my mark and have shown my Omani col-
leagues that women can undertake technical roles and trades and 
can contribute greatly to the day-to-day running of RAFO and its 
operations. n
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As my assignment comes to an end, and I reflect on the last three years, what can I say? Oman  
is a wonderful and beautiful country. The people are open, friendly and religiously tolerant with 

women playing a significant role in daily society with a plethora of employment positions.

Beach tug of war – time off.

“If I approve your loan service application to Oman you realise that 
this will reduce your chance of passing the Staff College exam.” 
With this very sound advice from the Brigade Commander in 
Tidworth, which I promptly ignored, I was grateful that he approved 
my application. As a young Captain in the Royal Anglian Regiment, 
20 months in Oman seemed a better prospect to me at the time 
than sitting on the plains of Germany where my battalion was des-
tined to be posted.

My posting order arrived which informed me that I was to be 
attached to The Southern Oman Regiment (KJ) based at Arzat in 
Salalah which was comprised of soldiers recruited from 
Baluchistan. I hurriedly dusted down my atlas to find out exactly 
where Baluchistan was. It bemused me that loan service officers 
posted to Omani regiments were given the benefit of an Arabic 
language course in Beaconsfield but those going to Baluch battal-
ions were not afforded the same benefit of learning Urdu.

On 1st June 1978, a few weeks before I flew to Oman five 
British Airwork employees, enjoying a BBQ and fishing trip at Khor 

Rori from the airbase in Salalah, were killed at night by a group of 
adoo which reinforced my understanding that although the Dhofar 
war was over there was very much an insurgency to be dealt with.

 On arrival in Salalah in July I was somewhat surprised to find 
myself in the pouring rain as the Khareef, which lasted some 
months, had settled in. I was welcomed into the Officers’ Mess to 
be introduced to the CO, Lt Col John Gordon Taylor.

 “Welcome Jeremy to KJ, let me get you a beer.”
“ No thank you, Sir,” I replied. “I will have a Coke.”
 “No, no let me give you a proper drink,” was his response.
 “Actually Colonel I am teetotal,” and with these words for a few 
awkward moments the atmosphere could be cut with a knife.

 I found myself to be the only Loan Service Officer in the 
Regiment. The other British Officers, of which there were 
approximately six, were on contracts employed directly with SOLF.

The next day I was taken to D Company to assume my position 
as Second in Command under Raid Hatim Ali. He quickly informed 
me that in a couple of weeks the Company was to go up on the 
jebel for its four month roulement at Tawi Atair and Qasis Adeen. 
He added as an afternote that he would not be initially deploying 
with the company as he was due his annual two months leave in 
Baluchistan.

 As the acting Company Commander I was keen that the sol-
diers understood who I was and what we expected of each other. I 
arranged for the Company to parade in the cookhouse and gave my 
intended address to my senior Baluch captain to translate into 
Baluch beforehand for me to read. After the speech I asked a rather 
bemused soldier in the front row if he had understood what I was 
saying. “No Sahib, I did not understand a word!”

 Before this first deployment I remembered the CO taking me 
into the Ops Room to give me an “operational” briefing. His hands 
swung across the map with frantic vigour about seeking out and 
killing the adoo with enough **** expletives to fill this page and I 
was really none the wiser about how I was to follow his directive. 
“Black John” as the CO was affectionally known was highly 
respected by both KJ officers and soldiers alike, and I was 
extremely grateful that he allowed me the freedom to operate with 
minimal supervision but knowing that he was always at hand with 
his sound advice if needed. 

The first deployment passed without incident and I quickly learnt 
that our role was reassurance to the Jebali people living around us 
as much as seeking out the remaining pockets of adoo. Our med-
cap patrols were appreciated by the local people but my judgement 
was frequently tested when invariably some came to the camp in 
the middle of the night seeking medical assistance asking to be 
airlifted to hospital in Salalah. This meant tasking a helicopter from 
Salalah and lighting our LZ by torches with the inherent risks asso-
ciated with this manoeuvre. Inevitably, not only was the patient 
evacuated by helicopter but also numerous extended family members 
who clambered on board despite attempts to prevent this happening.

Reflections of loan seRvice
southeRn oman Regiment (KJ) 1978-1980

by Lt Col (ret’d) Jeremy Prescott

D Company Commander KJ.
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Descending once more onto the plain we travelled to Mirbat and 
lunched in the Kairaba Mirbat hotel which fully lived up to its 5 star 
rating. The police fort, the scene of the BATT engagement in 1972, 
still is prominent on a hill overlooking the outskirts of the town with 
the only indication of their courageous action being a poppy pinned 
to the entrance to the fort and some poppies lying in the sangar 
occupied by the 25 pounder. That evening back in Salalah we had a 
very pleasant evening with the Brigade Commander who was 
accompanied by Lt Col Mohsin Al Busaidi, the current CO of KJ. 

May 1979, which was operating in our TAOR on the escarpment 
on the Eastern Jebel. Tragically the Company Commander, Don 
Nairn, was killed clearing the cave in which the 4th member of the 
adoo group was hiding, and who was eventually killed.

My last roulement with the Company on the jebel at Tawi Atair 
took place a few months before the end of my tour. With little or no 
hard intelligence about adoo movement it was very much up to 
each Company Commander to work out his own modus operandi. I 
planned a series of simultaneous Platoon based night ambushes 
around villages in the hope that this may catch adoo returning to 
their villages for their own resupply.

None of these night ambushes had any success until the night of 
28th March 1980 a few days before my tour ended. I was deployed 
with my Coy HQ on a high feature near Tawi Atair when suddenly 
the night sky was lit up with tracer which shook the sleep from my 
eyes. It transpired that one of my platoons had had a successful 
contact with a group of four adoo, with one being killed by the Pl 
Sgt throwing a grenade. One of our soldiers was wounded in the 
shoulder by a burst of returning fire. The follow up over the next 
few days revealed no trace of the remaining adoo one of which we 
thought might have been wounded. It later transpired that this con-
tact was the very last recorded one in the insurgency after the war 
which ended in 1975.

So ended my loan service tour of Oman, an experience which I 
regard as one of the highlights of my 26 year military career. The 
Brigade Commander in Tidworth was right that my first attempt at 
the Staff College exam taken in Muscat proved fruitless and I never 
did jump that particular hurdle. However, in compensation for this, 
to serve with such loyal and professional soldiers as the Baluch, 
being given the freedom to soldier in an operational setting with 
little supervision, was something that I was greatly privileged to 
experience and one that has given me a life time of happy mem-
ories.

Oman – 40 years on 
I hardly needed any encouragement after friends recommended 
Oman to my wife and I after their recent holiday in the country, and 
in April 2019 we spent 11 nights in the country – a couple of nights 
in Muscat, before transferring to Salalah, back to Muscat and the 
region around Nizwa. 

As to be expected Oman had changed considerably since 1980. 
Dirt roads were replaced by excellent highways, shopping malls in 
abundance and first class hotels had opened the country up for 
tourism. What remained the same was the generous hospitality 
and friendliness of the Omani people. 

On our second day in Salalah we drove via Taqa up to the Eastern 
Jebel to see the area where I had patrolled with KJ. 

Development and increased infrastructure was not confined to 
the immediate area around Salalah as the jebel had been similarly 
transformed with excellent tarmac roads providing easy access 
and brick houses replacing the traditional homes of the jebali. 

Tawi Atair is now a bustling community with the patrol base as I 
remember it still occupied by KJ soldiers overlooking the settle-
ment. On our departure from the base, quite by coincidence we 
passed the Brigade Commander and his rover group. He kindly 
insisted on meeting up with us in our hotel that night as he was 
keen to learn of my experience with KJ.  

The British government are often criticised for intervention in the 
affairs of other countries but our involvement in the Dhofar 
Campaign was a real success story and helped give the people of 
Oman the opportunity to transform the country into the undoubted 
success it is today. n

A sangar in the patrol base at Tawi Atair.

KJ CO and Author.

Our Company rotation cycle was four months on the jebel, and 
on return to Arzat standby Company, guard, and training. We 
retained a high level of fitness and one of the highlights each year 
was entering a team, of which I was a member, for the Great 
Dhofar Road Race, a charity event, which saw us run 19.5 miles on 
the Salalah-Thumrait Road. Our team took 12 of the first 13 places 
but I was puzzled that one of our team who lagged behind me, 
finished in front of me at the end. On questioning him about this 
later he confessed to taking a taxi and was punished accordingly by 
extra guard duties.

Conditions in these camps were basic but comfortable. Rats 
seemed to be our constant companions in the accommodation 
made from rocks and one even took a fancy to my British Army ID 
card which took some explaining to the Adjutant on my return to 
my own Regiment. There was no running water, with electricity 
being provided in the evening by a generator. Resupply during the 
Khareef was frequently not possible by road and supplies were 
brought up to us by donkey. Mail was infrequent and our reading 
matter consisted of very old editions of ‘Tatler’ magazine which 
had been left there by other Officers to remind us of the high soci-
ety life which seemed a real contrast to life on the jebel!

Ramadan was always a challenge patrolling in the heat. Although 
the Sultan gave dispensation to them, my soldiers strictly adhered 
to not eating or drinking during daylight hours. I greatly admired the 
soldiers for their discipline in this respect. 

Signal Platoon Bait – Tawi Atair.

Donkey Spraying – Tawi Atair.

Heli Ops from Tawi Atair.

At the Finish – Great Dhofar Road Race.

Company Fuddle.

Any social life we had was limited but we 
did enjoy a very good rapport with the British 
staff at the Royal Farm next door to our bar-
racks, the Brigade staff and of course, the heli-
copter pilots both based in Salalah. The latter 
deserve special mention as their skills were 
outstanding and they went out of their way to 
support us on the jebel regardless of the con-
ditions day or night.

Any complacency about the lack of a threat 
was dispelled when three adoo were killed in 
a contact involving a Company from our sister 
Baluch Battalion, The Frontier Force, on 9th 
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The Association’s Annual Scottish Dinner took place at Douneside House in Aberdeenshire 
on Saturday 11 May. Association members, partners, friends and guests involved during the 
weekend were:

An excellent dinner, attended by several Association members 
new to Douneside, was provided by the House Chef. For the inter-
est of gourmet readers, the first course was ‘Ravioli of Scottish 
Shellfish’! As always it was splendid to have a nucleus of diners 
from outwith Scotland. 

Our appreciation goes to the staff of Douneside House, where 
many Association members stayed, for continuing to host this 
annual dinner and assist the SAF Association.

On the Sunday, almost two thirds of those at the dinner moved 
over from Deeside to Donside to enjoy the sunshine and a casual 
buffet lunch with Nicky & Jonathan Forbes. Ian Gordon, a direct 
descendant of the founder (250 years ago) of Gordon’s Gin, gener-
ously promoted what must be one of Diageo’s top brands to mark 
the occasion! n

SAF Association Scottish Dinner 
Saturday, 16 May 2020 

Douneside House, Tarland, AB34 4UL

Douneside House, with its strong services/military background 
(www.dounesidehouse.co.uk) has been the venue of the 
Scottish dinner for many years. Set in rural Aberdeenshire, you 
can either try to join those members of the Association who 
enjoy all that Douneside offers (a “military tariff” is available to 
us) or find suitable accommodation within reach of Douneside 
House for the dinner.

If you intend to stay at Douneside for the Scottish dinner, 
please advise them as far ahead of the dinner weekend as  
possible –  manager@dounesidehouse.co.uk 

Accommodation is limited. Douneside attempts to give prior-

ity to SAF Association members wishing to stay for the Dinner, 
but, being run now as a commercial venture, will have to accept 
bookings from the general public for unoccupied rooms as our 
dinner date approaches. 

You should mention ‘Oman Dinner, Saturday, 16 May 2020’    
when making your booking with Douneside. This will greatly 
assist whoever you are in contact with there. Please then advise 
myself (Jonathan Forbes) the names of those in your party wish-
ing to attend the dinner on Saturday, 16 May 2020.

If I can assist further over the 2020 dinner, do please contact 
me: jonathan_forbes@hotmail.com

Dorothea Anderson Sandy & Diana Blackett
Arthur Blair Nicol & Vi Cameron
 Lynne Copping & Evelyn Cruikshank John Davidson
Sandy & Lesley Dawson Neil & Marjorie Fawcett
Jonathan & Nicky Forbes Ian & Helen Gordon
Robin & Seonaid Hastie Smith Neil & Margaret Lamb
Reg & Gae Millard Alan & Christine Palmer
Valerie Robinson David Sandifer & Olive Forrest
Euan & Mollie Scroggie Dave & Dawn Tennant
Andrew & Juliet Vivers Fiona Warton

Ian Gordon and Neil Lamb.

Sandy Blackett and Ian Gordon.

Robin Hastie Smith and John Davidson.

Sandy Blackett, Robin Hastie Smith, Neil Lamb, Jonathan Forbes, Euan Scroggie and Ian Gordon

ScottiSh Dinner 2019

mailto:manager@dounesidehouse.co.uk
mailto:jonathan_forbes@hotmail.com
http://www.dounesidehouse.co.uk
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The inaugural Northern Gathering of the SAF Association was held 
at Grays Court Hotel, York on 3 June 2019. Twenty-three attended 
and Lady (Mary) Huxtable was particularly welcome. Mike and 
Penny Lobb came up from Hampshire and John McKeown made 
it despite having to leave for other commitments in London. Based 
on the success of this lunch it is planned that the 2020 Northern 

Gathering will take place on 1 June 2020, again in York. The func-
tion is not restricted to those living in the North, all members are 
welcome. The more that can make it the merrier! Alasdair 
Halford-MacLeod has now taken over from a very relieved Geoff 
Hill as the Northern representative. He will be organising the gath-
ering next year (see separate advert)… standby! n

Sultan’S armed ForceS aSSociation 
northern GatherinG – York

Left to Right: Bill de Bass, Patrick Nulty, Marion de Bass, Charles Hepworth, Marjorie Fawcett, Bob Woolsey, Nick Ofield, Alasdair Halford-MacLeod, Andrew Hudson, 
Suphannika Ofield, John McKeown, Lady Mary Huxtable, Geoff Hill (who is also hiding Jane Hepworth!), Ian Cartwright, Elizabeth Cartwright, Penny Parrish, Dickie Bird, 
Penny Lobb, Michael Parrish, Mike Lobb and Alan Deed.  (PHOTOGRAPHER NEIL FAWCETT)

Some 68 members, wives and guests enjoyed a traditional Curry 
Lunch at the “RAG” in London on 14 June 2019. Pre-lunch  
drinks allowed us all to mix and meet before we were treated to  
an excellent choice of curries with traditional sambals, rice and 
breads.

Our Chairman, Mike Lobb, gave us an update of Association 
matters and welcomed Hilal al Nabhani from RAFO who is 
attending RCDS. He introduced guest speaker, Captain Jason 

Poole, RN who covers the Iran/Gulf desk at MOD and plays an 
important role in planning Joint Exercises between Oman and UK 
Armed Forces. Jason outlined the scope, scale and success of 
recent Joint Exercises between UK MoD Armed forces and those 
from Oman (reported in detail in the last Journal) and anticipates 
these continuing and growing both in ambition and scale. 

Next Year’s Curry Lunch is planned to be held at the Army and  
Navy Club on 11 June 2020 at a cost of £25 per head. n

SaFa currY lunch 2019
14 June 2019 at Army and Navy Club From 8-10 July 2019, eight members of the Association attended 

the Realities of Conflict phase of the Advanced Command and 
Staff Course 22 at Shrivenham where veterans work with syndi-
cates and relate their experiences. They were Tony Nicholson  
(3 Sqn SOAF), Peter Williams (FF), David Bills (KJ), Gordon Allen 
(SOA), Peter Isaacs (FF), Mike Lobb (FQ, SAFTR, HQ SOLF), Mike 
Goodfellow (SOA) and Grania Howard (FMS).

The Association has had a presence at the Defence Academy for 
the last 18 years in varying numbers. It also gave them the oppor-
tunity to meet the four Omani students attending the course, 
Raa’id Mahmood Al Azri, Raa’id Ibrahim Al Namani, Raa’id Tay 
Mattar Al Baluchi and Raa’id Bah Fahad Al Saqri.

Mike Lobb also met the four Omani students attending training in 
preparation for next year’s course, ACSC23 Raa’id Mohammed Al 
Amri, Raa’id Hamed Salim Al Fahdi, Raa’id Tay Yaqoob Hamed 
Al Saifi and Raa’id Bah Issa Al Jahwari. Mike also saw them 
again when he returned to Academy on 29-30 July to assist with 
the pre-course training for ACSC. Also, on the pre-course were 
Group Captain Khalid Al Shahihi RAFO, Group Captain 
Abdullah Al Dhafri RAFO and Colonel Rashid Said Al Balushi 
RAO who will be attending the next RCDS course. We wish them 
all well with their studies. n

SaF aSSociation at the 
uk deFence academY

Shrivenham 2019

Standing: David Bills, Mike Goodfellow, Tony Nicholson and Gordon Allen. Seated: Mike Lobb, Captain Pat Douglas RN (A Div), Grania Howard and Peter Isaacs 
(missing Peter Williams).

Gordon Allen with Raa’id Bah Fahad Al 
Saqri on the veranda of Cormorant 
Mess, Defence Academy.

Mike Lobb with Raa’id Mohammed Al 
Amri In the Defence Academy.

Left-right: Raa’id Bah Issa Al Jahwari, Alison Brettle (Course Tutor), Mike Lobb, 
Raa’id Mohammed Al Amri, Raa’id Tay Yaqoob Hamed Al Saifi and Raa’id Hamed 
Salim Al Fahdi in Cormorant Hall at the Defence Academy.



The Wessex lunch this year was, again, held at the Sherborne 
Golf Club and attended by 69 members, spouses and guests. 
As usual the club provided a wonderful Curry Lunch with four 
choices with all the trimmings and a delicious selection of 
desserts.

A free raffle was held for two Alex Baker (wife of Tom 
Bremridge, ex-DR) watercolours donated and presented by 
Alec McDonald (ex-ISS). Sue Dods was the lucky winner.

Wessex Lunch
28 July 2019 at Sherborne Golf Club

The list of those attending is as follows:
Squish Harris, April Browell, John Blashford-Snell, Ian and Liz 
Buttenshaw, Dick and Angie Carrington, Nigel and Rachel 
Charles, Jackie Christie-Collins and Andrew Collins, George 
and Venice Correa, Charlie Daniel, Sue Dods, Robin and Kate 
Gainsford, Mike and Dee Goodfellow, Jackie Greenaway, 
Stephen Gruner, Donald and Pearl Hargreaves, Joan Hepton, 
Chrissie Heslop, Tony and Lottie Higgins, Peter and Julie 
Hogston, Nick and Mary Holbrook, Lionel and Lorraine King, 
John and Jenny Kirkham, Nigel and Angela Knocker, Rex and 
Gillie Knott, Carole Liddiard, Mike and Penny Lobb, Baz and 
Jackie Longhurst, Colin and Angela Lovegrove, Alec 
MacDonald, David and Pauline McAllister, Tom and Colyn 
Moore, Nick Mylne and Dawn Chatty, Julian and Nelly Paxton, 
Suzie Quinn, Phillip and Mary Robinson, Viv Rowe, Kevin and 
Carol Smith, Chris and Suzanne Spencer, Andrew and Sheila 
Swindale, Peter Ward, Roger and Peggy Woodiwiss. n
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WESSEX LUNCH

The Knotts, Carringtons and Paxtons.

Mike Goodfellow, Charlie Daniel and Dee Goodfellow. Andrew and Sheila Swindale.

April Browell and Jenny Kirkham.John Blashford-Snell and Jenny Kirkham.

Nick and Mary Holbrook.

Viv Roe and Charlie Daniel.
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It was 8 September 2019, what relief and delight, we awoke to a 
bright, sparkly morning. The type of morning Hampshire does so 
well, when it so chooses. Little boats dotted the mediterranean 
blue sea of Christchurch Bay and we were on starters orders.

South Lawn Hotel was looking elegantly relaxed amid the won-
derful trees and we were ready for the off. I am particularly 
delighted to report that 25 per cent of the attendees were from 
FMS. This may not be too exciting for regular readers of the maga-
zine but do stop and think about it. We had our own “in-house” 
emergency first responders! This is becoming more and more 
advisable as our core membership moves relentlessly towards the 
climax. For me it was a welcome reunion with old friends and col-
leagues, Nick Cooper, Grania Howard, Gwen Davis, Bobby 
Foxton, Jane Hanley and Carole Liddiard.

Surprisingly, more than a few of our attendees had not met up 
with former colleagues, in some cases, for 30 years or more and 
the memories and stories that flooded out were, for once, fresh 
and delightful. Mike Ridley-Martin (SON) who had hidden himself 
away in Wudham for a very long time, discovered that he was living 
within two minutes walk of Mike (OG) and Rose Farquharson 
who discovered that they were living within two miles of new 
friends Mike (SAFTR) and Nikki Watson. I know, too many Mikes 
something from which we all suffer. Anne Calliss caught up with 
Davids Houlton (HQ DFR BDE) and McAllister (FTR) with both of 
whom she had served a lifetime ago, before she defected and 
became a Navy wife!

Unsurprisingly, many of the attendees were life long devotees 

to that oddly attractive and highly dangerous, it seems to me, sport 
of sailing. Rory Steevenson (DR), Peter Isaacs (FF) and John 
Wooldridge (DR) to name but three. It was lovely to see George 
(HQ DFR BDE) and Venice Correa, particularly after their ordeal on 
Friday night, being held in a train for four hours. They kindly brought 
with them Carole Ann Michels. It is always very heartwarming 
when widows attend our functions because Oman meant so much 
to them and their late husbands. So, if any widows would like to 
attend in the future but have been shy or nervous about coming on 
their own, do make contact and come and enjoy the fun and the 
memories. We all do.

I think I can safely say that all enjoyed the delicious curry lunch 
and am not the only one who appreciated the sheer indulgence of a 
nursery pudding, with the slight sophistication of a little spiritual 
assistance that is to say, sticky toffee pudding with whiskey and 
ice cream. How nice to finish on a naughty note.

This was the first of what I hope will be many more New Forest 
Luncheons. For anyone who is tempted but thinks it is a bit of a 
hike, the South Lawn Hotel is extremely comfortable and very  
welcoming. A special rate will be given for any members making a 
direct booking with the hotel who wish to stay overnight and make 
a weekend of it. However, the success or otherwise of this event 
will be determined by those who attended. Those aforementioned 
and those listed hereafter: Tom (HQ DFR BDE) and Alix 
Bremridge, Peter Calliss (SON), Penny (FMS) and Mike Lobb, 
Bill MacGillivray (RAFO), Pauline McAllister, Viv Rowe (NFR) 
and John Wooldridge (DR). Thank you all and see you next year. n

The FirsT AnnuAl  
new ForesT luncheon

Grania Howard with George and Venice Correa at the New Forest Luncheon.

omAn Gunners lunch
17 September 2019

The following attended our lunch held at The Honourable Artillery 
Company, Mike Hardy, George Correa, David McFadden, Will 
Cook, John Kirkham, Graham Smith, Miles Thomson, Mike 
Lobb, Tom Bremridge, Mike Goodfellow, John Lewis, Ian 
Ventham, Hugh Colley, Nick Holbrook, Chris Long-Price and 
Douglas Maclaine.

Hugh Colley welcomed everbody and congratulated John 
Kirkham and Nick Holbrook on the well attended excellent Wessex 
Lunch and Mike Lobb, with Penny, for setting up a new and  
successful function in the New Forest. n
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REGIONAL LUNCH CHATHAM
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A Sultan’s Armed Forces Association regional event took place at 
Chatham on 3 October 2019. Despite the very short notice (for 
which Nick Larkin apologises) it attracted 22 Association mem-
bers and their guests, some of whom had travelled considerable 
distances and was enjoyed by all who were able to attend. A num-
ber of old friendships were re-kindled. 

At midday, despite concerns that the guest speaker had yet to 
arrive, members made their way through the tight security of the 
Royal School of Military Engineering to the RE Headquarter Mess 
for luncheon drinks and a curry lunch. Arriving there it was with 
some surprise and great pleasure that we were greeted in the 
Mess bar by the guest speaker himself, Mike Austin, who had  
circumvented security and infiltrated the barracks in the finest  
tradition of the SAF.

SAF ASSociAtion 
RegionAl lunch chAthAm

Curry Lunch table view.

Members met up at the Royal Engineers Museum in the mor-
ning and had an opportunity to view the many exhibits charting 
their history. These included items as varied as the original map 
surveyed for Wellington for the Battle of Waterloo and a V2 rocket 
used until recently as a training aid by the RE Bomb Disposal! Most 
memorable, though, the Museum houses the medal collection of 
Major Paul (Tiger) Wright WSh WB RE (SAS & JR) purchased for 
the museum by two members of the SAF. 

Tiger Wright’s medals and citations.

Guest Speaker Mike Austin (L), talking to Peter Morgan and Keith Day (R).

The Members enjoyed a fine curry lunch at the top table of the 
Mess. Over coffee Mike Austin recounted quietly the events on  
6 February 1973 that led ultimately to Tiger Wright’s death and 
earned him the award of the Sultan of Oman’s Gallantry Medal, the 
WSh-’Wisam Shuja’at’. Major Wright had commanded Number 1 
Company JR and Mike had been his second-in-command. Mike 
recounted that Paul Wright had been the finest officer he had 
served with, and the closest of friends – simply put, he would have 
wished him to have been the Best Man at his wedding had he 
lived. Members can read the full account of Op Dragon and of that 
day far away in west Dhofar in the SAF Journal but for a moment, 
in the RE Mess, Mike took us all there. It is worth noting that Mike 
himself was awarded the WB for his brave actions that day – some-
thing he would never mention.

The lunch concluded with a short tour of the Mess which houses 
a large collection of Terence Cuneo paintings. The Association 
would like to thank the PMC Lieutenant Colonel Mark 

The other end of the table.

Tim Jones and Keith Ryde chat with Maureen Allanson (wife of Christopher, NFR).

Gordon of Khartoum looks over Major “Flash” Gordon (recently returned from loan 
service in Oman) and guest Gill Johnson.

Stephenson for permission to hold the event in the Mess and the 
Mess Sec Major Simon Kerly and the Mess Manager and staff for 
their fine hospitality. In sha’allah we can hold a similar event next 
year on the first Thursday in October (1 October 2020). We pro-
pose to name it the Major Paul Wright Memorial Lunch. 

Attendance: 
Christopher Allanson – NFR 1964/5, Maureen Allanson (G), 
Dave Allen (G) OC Eng Thumrait, Mike Austin – 2IC 1 Coy JR ’73, 
Bill de Bass – 55FST RAMC Salalah ’72, Annie Callanan (G), Keith 
Day – HQ SOLF ’84-86, Nick Larkin – SAF Engineers ’81-82, 
Johnathan Gordon – SO2 Engr SOLF ’18-19, Craig Johnson (G), 
Gill Johnson (G), Tim Jones – OC 3 Coy JR ’73, Lissie Larkin (G), 
Mike Lobb, Penny Lobb, Richard Moore – SOAF Skyvans ’79-83, 
Edwina Moore (G), Peter Morgan – OC 2 Coy JR ’74-75, Dave 
Naylor – FMS ’78-80, Keith Ryde, Clive Ward – FF, NFR, ROA 
and Helen Ward (G). n

SoldieR in the SAnd 
by Simon mAyAll

ISBN number. 9781526777737.  
Published in hardback on 30 April 2020.
320 pages. Over 40 photographs and maps.
Price £20 online or £25 from bookshops.
By PEN & SWORD BOOKS LIMITED  
47 Church Street, Barnsley, South Yorkshire, S70 2AS, England 
E-mail: enquiries@pen-and-sword.co.uk 
Website: www.pen-and-sword.co.uk

book Review

Simon Mayall served as E Squadron Leader in the Sultan of 
Oman’s Armoured Regiment on Loan Service from 1985-
1987. “Soldier in the Sand” is a ‘must read’ for all those who 
served in SAF. The camaraderie we experienced with our 
Omani colleagues is eloquently described in Chapter 12 of 
this 26 chapter book. What sets this book apart from the many 
others on Oman and the Middle East is Simon’s 40 years 
extensive experience as a soldier and a civilian in the Middle 
East. It provides a useful review of the historical and religious 
influences that still impact on the politics of the region today.

Simon tells of his family connections with the Middle and 
Far East when travel was far more arduous than it is today. 
He relates tales of a boyhood spent in Aden. This gave him 
an insight, at a very young age, into the decline of Britain’s 
influence East of Suez. It also charts Simon’s successful 
career in the British Army in key military and diplomatic 
appointments interspersed with long periods of study in dif-
ferent academic institutions. His background, coupled with 
his personal friendships, enables him to describe the events 
and the history of the region and its various conflicts in an 
easy to read style, encompassing the salient facts. At regular 
intervals there are humorous anecdotes of military life usually 
tilting at Simon’s parent arm, the cavalry.

None of this will come as any surprise to those who know 
Simon. This is a significant and entertaining book which his 
knowledge and commonsense approach should bring to a far 
wider audience. His love and understanding for the region 
and culture, Oman in particular is quite apparent.              MCL

mailto:enquiries@pen-and-sword.co.uk
http://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk
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A Monk in the SAS
BY PAUL SIBLEY

were supremely capable of using the terrain they knew so well and 
the support of sympathetic tribes to frequently upstage, outflank and 
disadvantage him and his BATT colleagues before melting away. 
He acknowledges that it didn’t always go as planned on the ground 
and there was often uncertainty as to outcomes and effectiveness! 

Yes, it sometimes jars with touches of apparent over- 
confidence – or is it perhaps justifiable self-confidence? It can irri-
tate but ride with the punches and get over it! The overall impact is 
well worth while, effective and informative.

Not many soldiers go through repeated operational deployments 
to the same conflict and then go on through the uncertain meta-
morphosis as it transitions from war-fighting through peacekeeping 
to civil development. We share the challenges this poses to sol-
diers who have to adjust their thinking as Paul and his colleagues 
remain combat – ready whilst pursuing hearts and minds by deliv-
ering practical help to remote tribal communities, sometimes with 
enemy in their midst or nearby. We sense the author developing 
and maturing as he becomes a husband and father whilst continu-
ing to search for personal fulfilment. We also share his understand-
able delight when he returns to Oman and meets up with old 
friends as they reflect quietly on the role they played in the develop-
ment of nationhood. Well worth re-visiting. n

Review by Tim Jones

Book ReviewS

An unusual and interesting, sometimes compelling, read. This 
autobiography was first reviewed in this Journal some 13 years ago 
and is now in its 4th (final?) edition. It traces the author’s early 
years, his time as a novitiate monk (hence the title), before rapidly 
moving on to him joining the TA SAS and then on to the Regular 
SAS. Members will be drawn to his accounts of detachments to 
BATT in Dhofar and time with Oman Civil Development in Dhofar 
and Musandam. But this edition also includes his thoughts on 
returning later to Oman on visits and reconfirms his strong affec-
tion for the country and its people. It also conveys how he changed 
as a result of being a frontline nurse in the British NHS after Oman 
and how he brought his military experience to bear there with 
mixed achievement – but some success.

Of course, much of the book focuses on the author’s early 
involvement in the developing war in Dhofar – he served as an SAS 
trooper on four, separate, deployments to the British Army Training 
Team (BATT), then joined the Sultan’s Armed Forces as an Officer 
in the Firqat, before moving on into Oman Civil Development.

This is very much a “boots on the ground” account not a stra-
tegic analysis. The author’s soldier perspective is evident through-
out and we are left in no doubt that “Dash – Down – Crawl – Observe” 
is not just some classroom mantra! The reader is right there with 
Paul who transmits the essential battlefield survival drill which gets 
him moving quickly enough to avoid being the next casualty and 
gains critical thinking time. 

Paul’s weapons of choice seem to have been the GPMG and the 
Armalite (no surprise). His favoured writing style certainly reflects 
this as he writes in a series of anecdotes which are “weaponised” 
by the use of short, staccato sentences, military (black) humour, 
and some hyperbole. The impact is very much like the short, sharp, 
bursts of accurate fire he was trained to use to “win” a fire fight 
and concentrate force. There are times when the reader feels 
exhausted by the pace, a little confused by rapid changes of scene 
and injections of humour – all of which will strike a chord with 
members who served in Dhofar. 

Importantly, the writer readily acknowledges that the enemy 
were skilled, well trained, and had excellent modern weapons. They 

the ARMed FoRceS oF 
the GulF StAte

voluMe 2 : oMAn, 1921-2012

BY CLIFF LORD
ISBN number. 978-1-912866-06-9

This book, is the second of a 
three book series about the 
Military and Police Forces of the 
Gulf States. The first came out 
earlier this year about the Trucial 
States and UAE, 1952-1980, and 
the third about Kuwait, Qatar 
and Bahrain is due out next year.

This volume, gives a brief military history of Oman, shows 
the development of SAF, and then goes through a brief history 
of each RAO Unit also detailing uniforms and regalia. It also 
covers the other Services RAFO and RNO, as well as RGO and 
SSF, but in less detail than RAO. It is well illustrated both with 
photographs, illustrations, maps and diagrams. It also covers 
briefly Foreign Military Assistance during the Dhofar War and 
ends with a detailed overview of the various SAF Units that 
served Oman from 1921.

For anyone who has served in Oman it is an interesting read 
and will bring back memories of their service here. Well worth 
having as it has been well produced and researched. 

The author in conjunction, with his colleague Athol Yates, 
has also produced a similar fairly detailed book in the same 
Middle East@War Series by Helion & Company, on the Units of 
the Aden Protectorate.

Charlie Daniel (NFR, DR, FF) held a party to celebrate “a significant 
birthday” at the Ardington Hotel, Worthing on 17 August 2019. 
Several SAF Association members attended including Angus 
Ramsay, Ian and Helen Gordon, Tim Jones, Rick Williams, 
Clive and Helen Ward, Viv Rowe and other anonymous 
mates! Lunch extended into tea and dinner! Some stalwarts 
continued to breakfast on the Pier! An altogether memorable 
event – if only we could remember! Thanks Charlie and Jazz!

newS ABout PeoPle
by Tim Jones

I met with Gareth Raymont (ex JR) in Spain last summer. He is 
now settled near Marbella with his partner Bridgette and little dog 
Macho. We enjoyed lunch at a beach bar where the scenery was 
distracting but attractive and I was reminded why the Dianas were 
so named! Also heard from Alan Malcolm (ex HQSAF)who is liv-
ing quietly in UK but still following rugby. 

(Editor’s Note: would members who have news of old colleagues 
please advise me for next issue – provided they agree of course!)

UK-based SAF Association Officers with our President and Vice-President.

CAN YOU HELP?
We have been asked if any members 
have recollections or photos of two air-
craft crash sites in Oman.

1.   RAF 8 Sqn Dakota  
(FH285 – Canadian crew)

2.   SAAF 44 Sqn Dakota (KG 690 – 
carrying members of 244 Sqn RAF)

Any info please to  
ian_mcleish@talktalk.net 
(late RAVC Salalah/Masirah 1970/71 and 
Diwan Salalah 1984-95) who is tracking 
info for relatives of the deceased.

newly Joined 
MeMBeRS

Gary Pettitt RNO – Head of Sea Training 2015-19
Toby Casebury-Craig RAFO – Adviser to CRAFO 2015-20
Andrew McHugh HQ RAO – Staff Paymaster 1992-96
Phillip Newell HQ RNO – Hydrographer 2017-20
Christopher Sloan RAFO Ghala – Air Academy 2018 - Present
Nigel Gershon ROA 1974-76
David Dickson HQ S Oman BDE 1981-83
Dawn Tennant FMS 1989-18
David Pilling ROP (Air Wing) 1975-79
Mike Watson SAFTR 1971-72
Arvind Chaturvedi DR 1974-77 Doctor
Kevin Warren SOAF Masirah 1990-92 & 
 Air Technical College 2001-03
Richard Moss SBLSO (Navy) 2019-22
John Bennett WFR 1976-77
Fraser Skea ROP (Air Wing) 1983-99
Tony Keeley RE Detachment 1977 & 84
John Hetherington ISS 2017-19
Ismail Shahab Al Balushi NFR/SAF 1981-17
Patrick Brown Tng & Plans HQ COSSAF 2019 - present
Bob Perry RE Detachment 1973-74
Mike Blinkhorn Training Officer 1SSF 1998-02
Frank Riley HQ SAF Sigs 1999-04

Visit the SAF Association website
and see ‘The Journal of the 

Sultan’s Armed Forces Association’ 
online using the  latest page turning

technology. Pass the link to this
year’s issue on to colleagues

and friends.

www.oman.org.uk/journal

THE JOURNAL ONLINE

http://www.oman.org.uk/journal
mailto:ian_mcleish@talktalk.net
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REMEMBERING…

Brigadier Christopher Pike, who has died aged 85, was an out-
standing frontline commander who saw action with the Gurkha 
Rifles in Malaya, Borneo, Hong Kong and Cyprus.

In March 1966, during the Confrontation with Indonesia, Pike 
was commanding D Company 1st Battalion 10th Princess Mary’s 
Own Gurkha Rifles (1/10 GR) in North Borneo.

He was ordered to find out whether the enemy had infiltrated 
during a lull between unit handovers, and a reconnaissance in 
strength established that they were building a new base near the 
junction of two rivers. Pike calculated that an ambush close to an 
enemy base would not be expected, and deployed his three pla-
toons accordingly.

When they were in position, a large landing craft carrying 35 
Indonesian troops and stores approached. Heavy fire at point-blank 
range resulted in considerable losses to the enemy. The engine 
stopped, the boat canted over and slewed into the bank down-
stream.

When the Indonesians retaliated from the opposite bank with 
machine gun and mortar fire, Pike ordered one platoon to with-
draw. Two others remained in position and, four hours later, two 
small enemy boats were sunk, again with heavy losses.

His commanding officer, Lieutenant-Colonel (later Major 
General) Ronnie McAlister paid tribute to the impudent daring, cold 
courage and immaculate planning of an operation which laid claim to 
being the most successful single action in the whole of the conflict.

Three weeks later, patrols 
reported to Pike that several 
new enemy bases had been set 
up within 800 yards of his com-
pany hide. He decided to make 
a night withdrawal from this 
precarious position and under 
cover of darkness his men 
clipped an exit route through 
thick secondary jungle.

Knowing that the Indonesians 
would come looking for him, he 
laid ambushes along the tracks 
they were likely to use leading 
to the border.

Beloved husband of Margaret and loving father of Dermot, 
Kevin, Maureen and the late Deirdre. Deeply regretted by his 
loving wife, daughter, sons, grandchildren, son-in-law, daughters-
in-law, sister-in-law, nephews, relatives, friends and neighbours. n
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Brigadier Christopher James Pike OBE 
DSO (late 1/10 GR) 
10 Nov 1933 - 15 July 2019
Copy of an Obituary which appeared in the Telegraph

RemembeRing…

Pike, circa 1967: ‘Enjoy your soldiering, and if you can’t, then quit’.

Pike, circa 1974

In 1966 after receiving his DSO at Buckingham Palace, with Gurkhas from his bat-
talion: Pike cared deeply about those under his command and their families.

Having wrested the initiative from the enemy, his force had very 
much the better of the fierce engagement that followed the next 
morning. He was awarded a DSO. The citation paid tribute to his 
courage, coolness, leadership and tactical sense.

Christopher James Pike was born on November 10 1933 at 
Graaff-Reinet in Eastern Cape Province, South Africa, and was edu-
cated at Hilton College, Natal, and at Sandhurst, where he excelled 
at sport. He was commissioned into the 10th Gurkhas and joined 
1/10 GR in 1954 in South Johore during the Malayan Emergency. 
Regimental and staff appointments followed.

In July 1967 Mao’s Cultural Revolution threatened to spill over 
into Hong Kong, and in the border village of Sha Tau Kok several 
police were killed and wounded by Chinese militia. As a result, 1/10 
GR was ordered to clear British territory of armed infiltrators. Two 
companies, one led by Pike, together with armoured cars, set off to 
relieve the beleaguered police, who were pinned down at the bor-
der post.

A machine gun opened up from Chinese territory but, given the 
danger that the intervention would lead to full-scale conflict, the 
battalion did not return fire. Pike was the first into the border post 
and later that day the police and their casualties were evacuated 
from Sha Tau Kok and the village was back in British hands.

In 1974 Pike commanded 1/10 GR when it was deployed to pro-
tect the Eastern Sovereign Base in Cyprus during the Turkish inva-
sion of the island. He was appointed OBE for his leadership and 
professionalism during the battalion’s seven-month tour.

He subsequently instructed at 
the National Defence College, 
Latimer, and was then General 
Staff Officer, Grade 1 (Adviser) to 
the Dhofar Brigade in Oman.

On promotion to colonel he 
commanded British Gurkhas at 
Dharan in Nepal. On further pro-
motion he was Brigadier Brigade 
of Gurkhas, Hong Kong, and in 
these two last appointments he 
worked selflessly to improve the 
well-being and conditions of 
retired and serving Gurkhas.

Approachable and good-humoured, Pike cared deeply about 
those under his command and took a close interest in the soldiers, 
their families and their futures.

“Enjoy your soldiering,” he used to say, “and if you can’t, then 

Christopher Pike: approachable and 
good-humoured.

quit.” He played cricket, tennis and squash well and even when he 
was CO he was in the battalion hockey side that won the Infantry 
Cup and were runners-up in the Army Cup.

Long leaves were spent in South Africa with his parents and his 
brother, fishing in Kwa-Zulu, Natal, and game-watching in the 
Kruger National Park. One leave was spent with a scientific exped-
ition in Kenya researching the effects on elephants of their over-
population.

After leaving the Army in 1988, he was the administrative direc-
tor for a group of solicitors in Norwich. In retirement he enjoyed 
time with his family and gardening, golf, fishing, ornithology and 
sailing.

Christopher Pike married, in 1967, Prue McDermid, who sur-
vives him with their daughter and two sons. n

The O’Morchoe 
Major General David Nial Creagh,  
CB, CBE, KLJ
Extracted from The Wexford Times and Royal Irish  
Virtual Military Gallery

Major General David Nial Creagh died at his home in Dublin on 
22 November 2019 aged 91 after a short illness. He served as 
Commander Sultan’s Land Forces (SOLF) in Oman on loan service 
from the British Army from 1977 -1979 having previously served in 
The Canal Zone, Jordan, Kenya, Germany and Cyprus.

The O’Morchoe was born in Dublin on 17 May 1928 and soon 
after departed, as a babe in arms, to India where his father was 
serving with the British Indian Army. He returned to Ireland in 1935 
and was educated at St Columba’s College Dublin before attending 
Sandhurst. He was commissioned into the Royal Irish Fusiliers in 
1948 with whom he served in The Canal Zone, Jordan, Gibraltar, 
and Germany before being seconded to The Parachute Regiment. 
Various Regimental appointments followed including operations in 
Kenya. He completed Staff College and returned to the Paras in 
time to be deployed on peacekeeping duties in Cyprus where they 
formed part of the UN force.

He was the last CO of the Royal Irish Fusiliers before they were 
merged with other units to form the Royal Irish Rangers in 1968 
and served as a Colonel on the DS of the Staff College. Whilst 
there, he inherited the position of The O’Morchoe – hereditary 
Chief and Prince of that ancient Irish dynasty.

He went on to command 16 Para Brigade before promotion to 
Major General and command of SOLF in 1977. He oversaw the 
successful “Omanisation” of the Officer Corps, a process to 
reduce the dependence on loan service and contract officers and 
their replacement by local Omani Officers and was awarded a CB 
(Commander of the Order of Bath) in recognition of his service. A 
staunch supporter of the SAF Association, he enjoyed attending 
many of the annual dinners in London until well into his eighties – 
usually after attending the Royal Irish Rangers lunch on the same 
day!

In later life, he made a huge contribution to Anglo/ Irish relations 
and also represented the British Legion as its President in Ireland. 
He dedicated his later years to the care of British ex-servicemen 
and their families in Ireland. In 2007 he was awarded the CBE for 
these services and in 2010 was also invested as a Knight in the 
order of St Lazarus.

Major Tim Charles O’Neil The McCoy 

Tim McCoy was born on 7 May 1939 and died on 16 February 2020. 
He had a varied Military career initially joining the Royal Navy as a 
potential pilot in 1957 before service with the Northern Rhodesian 
Police. He was commissioned into the Royal Signals Regiment in 
1963 and served in Rhodesia, UK and Germany before loan service 
in Oman during 1974/75. He commanded 63 (SAS) Squadron Royal 
Signals before a secondment to the Royal Brunei Regiment and then 
returned to Oman 1984-89. He retired from the Army in 1992. 
Sadly, in 1993 he was badly mugged in London and suffered ser-
ious injuries. Nevertheless, he was a regular supporter of the SAF 
Association and regularly attended the annual dinner proudly wield-
ing his distinctive shepherd’s crook and black eye patch!
(Obituary compiled by the Editor from various sources)  n

Major Arish Turle MC
Major Arish Turle MC (Royal Green Jackets and 22 SAS) died on 
13 December 2019. He was not a member of SAF but members may 
recall he commanded the SAS Squadron in Dhofar in 1973 and ’74 
with distinction and was awarded the MC for his actions in Oman.
(Obituary – Daily Telegraph 5 March 2020.)
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REMEMBERING…REMEMBERING…

General Sir Charles Huxtable
General Huxtable reached the highest ranks in the British Army, 
and his final appointment was as Commander-in-Chief of UK Land 
Forces. And yet possibly the highlight of his career, for both him-
self and his wife and his family, was his time as Commander of 
Dhofar Brigade in 1976-78. 

Command of the brigade was much sought after by British offi-
cers on secondment, because the post offered active service, con-
siderable independence from distant headquarters, and an 
integrated inter-Service command. The campaign was almost won 
when he arrived in August 1976, but there was still much to 
achieve. He followed the balanced counter-insurgency policy of 
harnessing security with economic and social measures to bring 
about a durable peace in Dhofar; he also startled his brigade staff 
by his physical energy and fitness, despite being about 15 years 
older than most of them.

Soon after arrival, he was in a helicopter over the jebel when the 
cable driving the tail rotor sheared. Almost invariably this would 
lead to a fatal crash, as the helicopter spiralled down out of control, 
but the pilot somehow managed to achieve a safe landing with sev-
eral bumps in a dry wadi, allowing the occupants to climb out 
unhurt. Jets were scrambled to search for wreckage, then the 
standby helicopter landed to continue the journey. Throughout all 
this, the brigade commander remained totally calm.

Charles Richard Huxtable was born in Bayswater, London, in 
1931, the son of Captain Dick Huxtable of the Duke of Wellington’s 
Regiment, and educated at Wellington College, where he was cap-
tain of boxing, and the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst. He was 
commissioned into his father’s regiment in 1952. Seven years later 

he married Mary Lawlor, a daughter of the regiment, but Irish by 
birth. They had three daughters: Amanda, Cathryn and Lucy. They 
all survive him.

He began his active Service career with 1st Battalion the Duke of 
Wellington’s Regiment in Korea in 1953. The sector held by British 
and Commonwealth forces included a 200ft-high feature known as 
The Hook, which dominated the Sami-ch’on valley. 1st Dukes took 
over its defence two weeks before the third and final battle for its 
possession, which began with a devastating Chinese artillery bom-
bardment followed by an infantry assault in overwhelming strength. 
With supporting artillery fire, and in pouring rain, the Dukes held 
their ground. 

In 1967 he was a company commander in Cyprus in the after-
math of the terrorist campaign when he was sent to deal with a 
confrontation between Greek and Turkish Cypriots engaged in 
heavy fighting. He inserted his company between them at serious 
risk of casualties and faced down each side until the shooting 
stopped.

For an emergency tour of duty as Commanding Officer of his 
battalion in Belfast, where the introduction of internment without 
trial in August 1971 led to an upsurge of violence, including rioting, 
burning of cars and missile attacks on the army and police, he was 
appointed an OBE for gallantry.

At the memorial service for Sir Charles at York Minster in March, 
HM the Sultan was represented by Commodore Said al Muqbali 
from the Omani Embassy. The Queen was represented, as were 
the various Regiments with which he was associated. Numerous 
members of the Society and the Sultan’s Armed Forces Association 
attended to pay tribute to a gallant and distinguished officer. n

Brig Huxtable with HM the Sultan and Lt Col Said Mohamed Raquaishi in Dhofar in 1975.

Neville Baker WKhM (G) – “Abu Heli”
Just days short of his 95th birthday, Neville Baker died peacefully 
in Sussexdown Care Home on 11 July 2019. His early years had 
been in Brighton, and it was his call-up to the RAF in 1942 that started 
the pathway towards flying – and much of it spent overseas. He went 
through training in South Africa, before flying Dakota C47 in North 
Africa and Palestine. Back to Rhodesia as a flying instructor, an inter-
lude in UK and then a posting to Ceylon. It was here that he converted 
to helicopters in 1956, followed by Search and Rescue in the UK as 
well as on secondment with the Hong Kong Auxiliary Air Force. He 
left the RAF in late 1969 after 27 years of almost continuous flying. 

In his own words, “An article in Air Clues on SOAF decided my 
fate. When I was contacted by Airwork and asked how I would like 
to start up a helicopter squadron in Oman, I leapt at the chance.” 
He arrived in Muscat in January 1970, now a Squadron Leader, and 
with a fair few challenges ahead of him – no experience at all in the 
role of support to troops on the ground or training for helicopter 
tactics in a hostile environment; and knowing nothing about the 
aircraft he was about to fly or the pilots he was to lead. Since nei-
ther the helicopters nor the other pilots had yet reached Oman, he 
was sent down to Salalah to gain some local experience; he did – 
“every time we went out on patrol, we got shot at!” 

Neville was shrewd and his approach entirely pragmatic; one 
example was ensuring a deliberate spread of backgrounds among 
the pilots, in order to build flexibility into this new unit for what lay 
ahead in Dhofar. By mid-September, the first batches of aircraft 
(four light Agusta Bell 206s) and pilots had arrived and just six 
weeks later, the unit was operational with two of those helicopters 
deployed south. The pace picked up steadily, with the delivery in 
1971 of the first of the larger 205s; and in October that year, eight 
205s were used to move 330 men and 30,000lbs of stores onto 
the jebel in under three hours. After that, every operation was 
planned around the use of Neville’s helicopters; they had brought a 
complete change to the tactical conduct of the war. n

Perhaps his own finest hour came on 19 July 1972. As duty pilot, 
he was woken early and told a Casevac was needed from Mirbat. It 
was deep monsoon conditions of very low cloud and drizzle, but 
somehow he managed to creep there along the coast, only to be 
waved off when he came under heavy fire; and later he was back 
again, leading the flight that brought in the reinforcements and took 
out the first casualties. He was awarded the WKhM (G). 

In August 1974 he handed over 3 Sqn and was promoted to 
Wing Commander, taking command of SOAF Seeb. But in October 
1975, in the high tempo of the final operations, he was recalled to 
his old squadron, to fill a gap for a few weeks until a replacement 
CO arrived. He was still in the thick of it: on the 31st, just the day 
before he was to hand over once more and head back to a quieter 
life, he played the crucial role – under fire – in plucking a downed 
Hunter pilot from the sea along by Sarfait. 

Neville finally left Oman the following year – “the best seven 
years of my life.” He went back to settle quietly in Brighton, but the 
twinkle in his eye was never far away when colleagues from for-
mer years went to see him. A remarkable man, a brave man – he’d 
built something whose spirit endures within RAFO today. n

Raaid Mary Josephine Talty 
FMS Oct 1988 – Sept 2019

Mary Talty sadly died whilst still serving in AFH on 3 September 
2019, following a recurrence of a long term ailment, after nearly 31 
years service in SAF.

Mary was born in Nottingham on 6 February 1957, educated 
there and did her Nursing Training in the City Hospital, Nottingham. 
Her Nursing career saw her move abroad to Germany, Australia 
and finally the Riyadh Military Hospital in Saudi Arabia, before she 
moved to Oman in October 1988. Like many expats who serve in 
Oman, she fell in love with the country, its people and way of life 
and spent the rest of her life here.

She started in Oman as a Mid Wife in AFH from 1988 for three 
years, before becoming Senior Night Sister in AFH, for the next six 
years, being promoted to Naqeeb during this time. After this, she 
moved to HQ FMS as SO 3 Nursing for 12 years, and then became 
SO 2 Nursing (Deputy to the CNO) in April 2010 until her death in 
September 2019, being promoted Raaid in 2006.

Mary helped many people in AFH, was very well liked and 
respected in the Nursing fraternity and the FMS generally and will 
be sadly missed. n
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Lieutenant Colonel Karl Beale MC, WKhM
Copy of an Obituary which appeared in The Times, May 20 2019

Lieutenant Colonel Karl Beale was born on 12 May 1929 and died 
on 12 April 2019, aged 89. Karl Beale gained a reputation in the 
Parachute Regiment for “operating under the radar” and achieved 
success against insurgents in Malaya and Oman. He abhorred 
publicity. 
Commissioned from Sandhurst in 1949, he accompanied 1st 
Battalion the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment to Malaya 
to join the campaign against communist terrorists seeking to over-
throw the British administration.

Beale distinguished himself in the jungle, where the terrorists 
used the natural cover to launch their attacks on civilian targets. 
Leading a foot patrol that came across a communist camp in Selangor 
State, Beale and his Bren gunner cautiously approached the enemy 
base and shot a sentry before the rest of the terrorists fled.

Two months later his patrol was ambushed at close range; he 
returned fire, killing one of the enemy. Another threw a grenade 
that would certainly have killed him had it not failed to explode. 
Beale then charged the ambush site, killed the man who threw the 
grenade and chased the rest of the gang into the jungle. He was 
mentioned in dispatches in 1952 and awarded the Military Cross in 
1953 for his “dauntless courage and determination”.

Seconded to the Parachute Regiment shortly after returning 
from Malaya, he took part in the airborne operation by the 3rd 
Battalion to seize the El Gamil airfield in Egypt at the opening of the 
air and seaborne operation to retrieve control of the Suez Canal in 
1956. Strong Egyptian opposition was expected. Beale was second 
in command of the leading company, taking over when the com-
mander, Major Richard Stevens, was wounded. The airfield was 
captured successfully and the battalion advanced eastwards.

Karl Saxon Beale was born in Tunbridge Wells, Kent, in 1929, the 
son of Max Beale, a fruit farmer, and his wife, Kay. He was edu-
cated at Cranbrook School and Sandhurst. After Suez he was 
assigned as training major to the pathfinder force for 44th 
Parachute Brigade, which was made up of high-spirited volunteers 
who responded well to inspirational leadership.

He met his future wife, Janet Campbell, in Lincoln and they 
were married in 1960. The couple had two children: a son, Chris, 
who is a senior manager in aviation and a daughter, Caroline, who 
is a primary school teacher. The marriage was dissolved in 1975.

Beale was promoted to lieutenant-colonel in 1969 and then 
seconded to the Sultan of Oman’s armed forces to command the 
Northern Frontier Regiment.

After the British departure from neighbouring South Arabia, the new 
Marxist regime there sent agents eastwards to stir up the Dhofar 
tribesmen in Oman and supply them with arms. When Beale reached 
Muscat, the capital, in 1970 a serious insurrection was taking hold.

Under a treaty of friendship, Britain had agreed to assist The 
Sultan and seconded British soldiers to various command and train-
ing roles. The strategy focused on persuasion rather than force, but 
there were several fierce engagements with the dissident tribes-
men before they saw the advantages of help with animal manage-
ment, improved water supplies and medical support.

The Northern Frontier Regiment under Beale’s command estab-
lished a remote inland base and airstrip codenamed Karlsberg that 
became the launch area for a series of successful operations inter-

cepting the delivery of arms in western Dhofar. He was awarded 
the Sultan of Oman’s Distinguished Service Medal.

After returning to Britain in 1972 he served at the headquarters 
of Special Air Service Group in London as Chief of Staff before leav-
ing the army in 1977. The next year he returned to Oman to take 
command of the Sultan’s Special Forces until retiring, first to 
Crediton in Devon, then Warwickshire, where he lived near his son 
and daughter, who survive him.

An avid reader of history and a passionate countryman, Beale’s 
love for the land underpinned his search for adventure and  
soldiering. A quiet and thoughtful man, he became almost reclu-
sive apart from exchanges with former comrades. He disliked 
show of any kind, carefully keeping below the radar as he always 
had done. n

Colonel Johnnie Johnson 
Director Force Ordnance Services 1976-78
Colonel Johnnie Johnson took over the Post of Director Force 
Ordnance Services in 1976. He was a dedicated logistician and a 
devotee of the British Army Manual of Ordnance Services. The 
short, sharp end to the post monsoon campaign in Dhofar had 
stretched SAF’s logistic resources, particularly in Combat supplies, 
but the supply chain had prevailed – largely through ad hoc initia-
tives demanded by the fluid situation and sheer hard work by a 
number of seasoned veteran logisticians from a variety of back-
grounds.

 However, to a newcomer arriving from a well-ordered British 
army, things must have looked pretty chaotic and Colonel Johnson 
certainly said so frequently! He set about re-organising things with 
considerable vigour but his very experienced and pragmatic team 
were able to temper some of his initial enthusiasm by translating 
his directives into workable local solutions until the system drew 
breath and peacetime procedures were gradually established.

 Priorities were sometimes also “adjusted” as the new Director 
was introduced to the prevailing situation. In one early encounter 
with the Stores Management System the Colonel demanded to 
see the “Repeat Order Book”. The wonderful and effective Chief 
Clerk duly produced an immaculate large ledger neatly written in 
Arabic, Baluchi and Urdu. Reportedly, it served the purpose but 
later turned out to be the Stim and Rooti “NAAFI break” book! 

Nevertheless, Johnnie Johnson undoubtedly set the direction 
for post – Dhofar Force Ordnance Services. He was also generous 
in entertaining his subordinates who well remember his private din-
ners at Bait al Falaj. A keen Hash runner, he was instrumental in 
establishing the Oman Hash House Harriers in 1976 with a found-
ing membership of 12 runners. He became the Grand Master of 
the re-named Muscat Hash and a later photograph in The Times of 
Oman shows him heading the pack of over 70 runners celebrating 
their 300th run – no doubt all running according to the rule book!

Johnnie Johnson died on 28 January 2020. n
 D.M./T.J.

Robert Turner, RAFO Pipe Band 
RAFO Band (Chief Drumming Instructor) 1996-2008

SAF’s military bands are rightly a source of great pride to Oman. 
One of the great men who contributed to this was Robert Turner. 
Without exaggeration he was a legend in the world of Pipe Band 
Drumming for over 20 years. He was only 22 years old when he 
lead Muirhead Pipe Band drum corps during an astonishing and 
unprecedented five year run as world champions in Grade 1. 

Robert later played with the famous Caledonian Airways Pipe 
Band and the Wellington Police in New Zealand before becoming 
the chief drumming instructor with the Royal Air Force of Oman. 

Bob had exactly the right personality for the job. His young  
drummers loved him. His skill enthused and inspired them and 
they became infected by his competitive spirit. It is not a platitude 
to say he left an enduring legacy in the quality of their playing. We 
in Oman can always say ‘He was one of us’.

The reaction of the band to the news of his recent passing in 
New Zealand said it all. There is an annual championship prize in 
New Zealand named in his honour.

Drumming and his other musical gifts aside, Robert was a kind, 
jocular and a wonderful friend.

Our condolences to his beloved Marion and their two sons. n
T.J.

Lieutenant Colonel the Rev Tom Hiney MC
Lieutenant Colonel the Rev Tom Hiney MC died on 16 January 2020 
aged 84. His funeral took place at Exmouth on 3 February 2020.

After National Service he was commissioned in the Royal 
Leicestershire Regiment (later the Royal Anglian Regiment) and 
was seconded to the Ghanaian Army in 1960. He was awarded the 
MC for a successful counter ambush action in the Congo whilst 
serving with the UN. He fought his way under heavy fire, through 
mutinous Congolese troops, knocked out a Bren Gun position and 
cleared roadblocks to rescue another unit. After further service in 
Cyprus, Germany and Hong Kong, he came to Oman on loan ser-
vice as 2I/C A Coy NFR from 1963 -1965. He retired from the British 
Army in 1967.

In 1970 he was ordained as an Anglican priest and rejoined the 
British army as a chaplain. He was an outstandingly successful mil-
itary chaplain who served in a wide range of appointments at home 
and abroad until retiring in 1991 when he became Chaplain to the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea and finally Chaplain to the Royal British 
Legion (Devonshire). He lived a full and varied life and was renowned 
for his humour and respected for his spirituality and humanity.

(Obituary compiled by the Editor from sources including The Daily Telegraph
and the Royal Anglian Regiment) n

Deaths
The following deaths have also been recorded:

Jonathan Gough-Chrispin. DR. ’71-73 Karl Beal. OC NFR. ’70-72

Roger King. DR/Firquat. ’73-83 TAM Cook. FMS. ’84-92

Frank Partington. SR. ’75-83 Tim Mundy. SON. ’78-85

Bob Williams. Air Works. ’73-08 Dick Peters. DR. ’67-70
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