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Committee Changes
After 35 years Stan Edwards has retired as Honorary Secretary
and Treasurer of the Association. We would like to place on record
our sincere thanks to Stan for all his work on our behalf and provid-
ing continuity during changing times. We wish him and Chris the
best of good fortune during their retirement in Spain.

Peter Isaacs, after 33 years as a committee member, has also
retired as a full time member. However, Peter continues to provide
advice and assistance. Thank you for all you have done and still do
for the Association.

John Quinn has also decided to stand down from the commit-
tee, but will continue to co-edit the Journal for which we are
 sincerely grateful. Thank you for all your efforts over many years
with the many changes we have had with the Journal.

In their places we warmly welcome to the committee John

McKeowen (ORD) and Nobby Grey (SOAF).

2012 Cocktail Party
This year we are holding the annual cocktail party on Friday 8 June
in the East India Club as a change from the Rag. Peter Isaacs

 carried out an extensive recce of venues different from the Rag,
and the East India Club has come out on top. See application details
and a note about the East India Club elsewhere in this issue.

Page Turn
As you know two years ago we introduced Page Turn for the
Journal so as to make the Journal available to a wider audience,
particularly in Oman. This has proved a success and the following
figures have been provided by Brunton’s:

The first two months after publication in March 2011 had
between 5-600 visits. Average time was 9 minutes 35 seconds!
Some would have been 20 mins, others 4 to 5 mins. Over these
two months there were as many visits as copies printed – effec-
tively doubling the circulation.

During the following three months readers dropped to 340-400.
After six months readership dropped to 70-80 visits and after that
20-30 visits. In Jan 2012 there were just 7 – as one would expect
for an annual nearing its next issue.

ASSOCIATION
NOTES AND

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Cover Picture
The picture shows the first Oman Women’s Free Fall Team
(only the second in the Arab world) in a NH 90 helicopter.
They completed their training course at the Sultan of
Oman’s Parachute Unit in November 2011.
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EDITORIAL
This edition of the Journal, all 96 pages, contains a wide variety of
subjects ranging from the very early days of SAF and running up to
the present time. Particular attention is drawn to the way in which
the Office of COSSAF – News Harvest 2011 – has initiated so many
new and different projects; the excellent speech given by Lord
Astor at the SAF dinner highlighting the relationship with Oman and
the role our Association plays in this, and the wide ranging involve-
ment by all three services with other countries in so many different
ways. So the ever developing story of Oman goes on. The increas-
ing role of women in the Armed Forces and Royal Oman Police is
well illustrated on the front cover and elsewhere in this issue.

We make no apology for the continuing articles about the Dhofar
War which played such a big part in so many of our lives. More and
more Association members are returning to Oman to visit the
places which they had not seen since they left many years ago. We
are grateful to our Omani colleagues for giving them such a warm
welcome and making facilities available to them particularly in
Dhofar. The war has only recently been given much more publicity
than hitherto, and its similarities to the present conflict in
Afghanistan are now being realised and our experiences drawn
upon by both British and American forces. This is covered in this
issue.
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The Al Shafaq Club, situated on the coast road between Qurm and
Muscat International Airport, is now fully functional. COSSAF has
kindly agreed that members of the SAF Association and their 
families may stay in the hotel style apartments and use the club
facilities subject to availability.

The apartments are illustrated in
the photographs. Room service,
food and beverages, laundry and
wireless internet services are all
provided. The apartments are
managed by a contract company.

AL SHAFAQ CLUB

Club facilities include swimming pool,
Health club and beach umbrellas.

Club facilities include swimming pool, Health club and beach
umbrellas.

As this is a new scheme anyone interested should contact Nigel

Knocker in the first instance who can provide more details. ■

Daily rental charges are as follows with
an approximate exchange rate of: 
RO1 = £1.64.

Two bedroom apartment for Liwaa and
above. RO 35.000 = £57

Single room apartment, two bathrooms,
living room, small kitchen, balcony. 
RO 25.000 = £41

Studio, bedroom, small kitchen, 
bathroom, sitting room.
RO 16.000 = £26
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The Victory Services Club is a prestigious Private Members Club, for
retired and serving members of the Armed Forces of all ranks, that was
founded over a century ago. It is located at Marble Arch in the heart of
London’s West End, a two minute walk from Oxford Street. As its web-
site (www.vsc.co.uk) shows, its impressive range of facilities offers a
welcoming and attractive base – at very reasonable prices – for short
stays, meals or just meeting friends; and each member can bring up to
four guests, including adult children, into the Club.

Membership is normally open to serving and retired members of UK
and Allied forces – and the SAF Association is very pleased that the
Club has now agreed that this will include serving or retired personnel
of all nationalities of the Sultan’s Armed Forces. The Club website has
the details, but essentially:
• There is no subscription or fee for serving personnel, who simply

need to identify themselves at Reception using either their current
military ID or VSC Membership Card.

• Veterans need to become members of the Club, for an annual sub-
scription of only £20, identifying themselves with proof of service,
proof of address and a passport size photograph.

Victory Services Club
63-79 Seymour Street. London, W2 2HF
Tel: 0207 616 8302 Fax: 0207 616 8344
Website: www.vsc.co.uk

ACCOMMODATION
IN LONDON

THEVICTORY SERVICES CLUB (VSC)
On 24th August, 2012, Chrissie Heslop and Susi Burton Allen will be setting
out to walk the Camino de Santiago de Compostela, leaving from
St Jean-Pied-de-Port in France, and reaching Santiago de Compostela 40 days
later – a mammoth 780km walk! With your generous sponsorship we hope to
raise awareness and financial support for HorseBackUK, a charity supported by
Help for Heroes and helping these heroes to help themselves.

HorseBackUK, launched in 2009 by Jock and Emma Hutchison, aims to help
injured servicemen who have shown commitment to their country through
military service by providing them with the tools to re-build their lives and the
means to move forward in a positive and constructive way.

Through an intensive horsemanship and western riding programme, these
 servicemen find a renewed confidence, enabling them to look to a brighter
future. Adventure training and an introduction to rural skills helps to overcome
functional disabilities and opens up new and exciting career opportunities.
‘The optimism and enthusiasm of those returning from HorseBackUK is infectious.

The positive effect on the recovery of the injured is obvious and invaluable.

I hope many more service personnel are able to benefit from this outstanding

experience in their recovery pathway.’ Dr A. Docherty, Civilian Medical
Practitioner, 45 Commando Royal Marines.

Coming from a strong military background, we both believe the work being
done by HorseBackUK is vitally important. It costs approximately £1,500 per
year to support a horse, with one horse benefiting between 20 and 30
servicemen over a year.

Our target is £10,000!

We really hope that you will consider supporting us with your sponsorship by
going to the sponsorship page of our website www.heslop-allen.vpweb.co.uk

Many thanks.

Christine Heslop and Susi Burton Allen

40 Days and 40 Nights!
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NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM

The update of Ashley Tinson’s 3rd Edition (1995) of the book Orders and Medals of the
Sultanate of Oman was undertaken by Ian Buttenshaw, and issued in November 2010.
All the names submitted by the various Services, RGO, SSF and Police of awards between
July 1995 and July 2010 were added to the lists already existing in the 3rd Edition.

Having been checked in Hard Copy, these lists were transferred direct from computer
to Plate, and somewhere along the line, 10 names in ‘B’ and 17 in ‘H’ dropped off the
 bottom of the respective pages. This has now been rectified and copies of the lists are
held by the editors, who should be contacted by anyone with a query about their award or
 decoration.

Copies of the book are available at £10 plus p&p from the editors.

AWARDSTOTHE
SULTAN’S ARMED

FORCES

8

We are indebted to Bertie Bowes for this picture of the SAF
memorial at the Arboretum at Alrewas in Staffordshire. The idea of
such a memorial was suggested in 2003 and strongly supported
throughout the membership of the SAF Association, on the basis of
a simple cairn with the following inscription:

“IN RECOGNITION OF ALL THOSE WHO SERVED IN OR
 SUPPORTED THE ARMED FORCES OF THE SULTANATE OF OMAN

AND IN MEMORY OF THOSE WHO DIED IN THAT  SERVICE”

It has recently been suggested that a second plaque should be
added to the cairn, listing the names of those who were killed in
action during the Dhofar War. This suggestion was prompted by
the considerable growth in scale of the Arboretum since its found-

ing in 1998, and by the difficulty relatives might encounter if they
wish to see the names of those who died and which are recorded
in the Dhofar War Commemoration Book in the Chapel at the Royal
Military Academy, Sandhurst. 

The Committee considered this suggestion but decided against
making any alteration. It was considered that listing the names of
those killed in one war, however important, would detract from those
who served and survived, not only the Dhofar War, but other conflicts
and incidents and who may have died as a result of that service.

The inscription was carefully chosen to be all inclusive and it
might seem divisive to alter the memorial’s original raison d’être.
(The bench behind our memorial is for the Aden Veterans
Association.) ■
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His Majesty Sultan

Qaboos has issued
Royal Decrees.

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said has
issued a Royal Decree promoting Lt-Gen. Sultan

bin Mohammed Al Nu’amani, Minister of the
Royal Office to the rank of General. 

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos has
issued a Royal Decree promoting
Maj Gen Hassan bin Mohsin

bin Salim al Shraiqi to the rank
of Lieutenant General and
appointing him as Inspector
General of Police and Customs
with the rank of Minister. 

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said

has issued a Royal Decree promoting Air

Commodore Matar bin Ali bin Matar Al

Obaidani to the rank of Air Vice-Marshal
and appointing him as Commander of the
Royal Air Force of Oman.

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos, the
Supreme Commander, presided

over a military parade held on the
grounds of the Sultan Qaboos

Academy for Police Sciences to
mark the Sultanate’s 41st National

Day. The Royal Oman Police
 organised the parade.

OFFICE OF COSSAF
(NEWS HARVEST 2011)

A military parade held on the
grounds of the Sultan Qaboos
Academy for Police Sciences

to mark the Sultanate’s 
41st National Day.
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OFFICE OF COSSAF

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos conferred Excellent Service and
Royal Commendation Medals on a number of commanders, senior
officers, commissioned and non-commissioned officers and per-
sonnel at the Defence Ministry, the Sultan’s Armed Forces and the
Royal Guard of Oman on the occasion of Armed Forces Day.

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos presided over the Annual Royal Horse Race Festival at Al Aadiyat
Horse Race Track in the Wilayat of Seeb. The festival is organised by the Royal Cavalry of 
the Royal Court Affairs, and the Sultan of Oman’s Armoured has participated in the festival.
Their participation included horse riding for disabled SAF personnel.

HE General Sultan Bin Mohammed Al Numani, Royal Office
Minister, paid a visit to the Border Guard Brigade in the Al Wusta
governorate accompanied by Major General Said Bin Nassir Al

Salmi, Commander of the Royal Army of Oman.
General Al Numani was briefed on the tasks and duties carried

out by the Border Guard Brigade. He inspected the camp and met
officers and personnel. He presented medals for long service and
good conduct to a number of officers and personnel.

HE Sayyid Badr bin Saoud bin Harib Al Busaidi, the Minister
Responsible for Defence Affairs, received in his office at Bait Al
Falaj on 11 October 2011, Gen Sir David Richards, the Chief of
Defence Staff in the UK. HE the Minister welcomed the visiting
guest and they reviewed the good relations and existing co-
 operation between the defence ministries of the two countries and
exchanged views on matters of common concern. The meeting
was attended by Lt Gen Ahmed bin Harith al Nabhani, Chief of
Staff of the Sultan’s Armed Forces and HE the UK Ambassador to
the Sultanate.

HE Sayyid Badr bin Saoud bin Harib Al Busaidi received in his
office at Bait al Falaj on 15 November 2011, Dr. Lindiwe Sisulu,
Minister of Defence of South Africa and her delegation who were
visiting the Sultanate as part of the delegation accompanying
President Dr Jacob Zuma of South Africa. 
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OFFICE OF COSSAF

HE Sayyid Badr bin Saoud bin Harib Al Busaidi visited the UK on
12 September 2011. During the visit, he attended the International
Exhibition of Security & Defence Equipment and met a number of
senior British officials.

HM The Sultan

recognised by a Royal
Grant the Military and
National shooting,
cross country and
athletic teams which
had participated in
International events
during 2011. 

Lt. Gen. Ahmed

bin Harith al-Nabhani Chairman of the Omani Shooting
Association distributed the royal grant to the teams.

HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Said bin Saif Al Kilbani, Minister of
Social Development, presided, on 23 August 2011, over the final
day of the Ninth Cultural Competition.

HE Dr. Ahmed bin Mohammed bin Obeid Al Saidi, Minister of
Health, presided, on 7 March 2011, over the final day of the 2011
Small Arms Competition. He presented HM Sultan Qaboos Medal
to the best shot in rifle and pistol.

The Sultan’s Armed Forces’ Command and Staff College celebrated
the graduation of the 24th batch on 18 July 2011 under the aus-
pices of Shaikh Abdullah Bin Mohammed Al Salmi Minister of
Auqaf and Religious Affairs in the presence of Lt Gen Ahmed bin

Harith Al Nabhani.
The Command and Staff

College celebrated the
opening of the 25th batch
on 11 September 2011
under the auspices of Air

Vice-Marshal Yahya Bin

Rasheed Al Juma

Commander of Royal Air
Force of Oman .

Lt Gen Ahmed bin Harith al Nabhani, Head of the Board of
Directors of Oman Shooting Association, chaired the meeting of
the Board of Directors of Oman Shooting Association held on 31
January 2011. 
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OFFICE OF COSSAF

The Armed Forces Medical Services organised the 1st
Occupational Therapy Conference in the Sultanate. A number of
health institutions and institutes affiliated to the Health
Ministry, Sultan Qaboos University, the Disabled Care and
Rehabilitation Centre, and many volunteers and researchers in
the occupational therapy field took part in the conference
which was held on 14 November 2011 under the auspices of

Lt Gen Ahmed bin Harith al Nabhani and his accompanying dele-
gation visited the UK and the USA in December 2011. During the
visit, he met a number of senior officials in both friendly countries.

On 30 October 2011, the Long Walk competition took place for the
Office of Chief of Staff Sultan’s Armed Forces senior officers with
the participation of Lt Gen Ahmed bin Harith Al Nabhani and a
number of senior officers. The walk was in the Wadi Shaab in Tiwi –
Wilayat of Sur. The participants walked through tortuous country,
mountainous, rocky and plain terrain along the valley located on the
coast line road of Quriyat – Sur.

The National Shooting Team also took part in the Major Prize
Championship (Sheikh Fahad Al Salem Al Sabah) in Kuwait
which was organised by the Kuwait Shooting Sport Club during the
period 16-20 February 2011 in Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Olympic
Shooting Complex. Teams from the GCC and neighbouring friendly
countries took part.

The National Shooting Team ended its successful participation in
the ISSF World Cup, which was held in June 2011 in Munich. The
Team achieved good scores.

The National Shooting 
Team achieved good scores.

Lt Gen Ahmed bin Harith al Nabhani received in his office at
Muaskar Al Murtafaa on 4 July 2011, Lieutenant General Simon

Mayall, the Middle East Adviser at the Ministry of Defence UK.

HH Sayyidah Dr Muna bint Fahad bin Mahmood al Said,
Assistant Vice-Chancellor of the Sultan Qaboos University for
External Co-operation. The Occupational Therapy Conference is the
first of its kind in the Sultanate. It’s purpose is to integrate disabled
people with the community, and to develop their independence.
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OFFICE OF COSSAF

The National Shooting Team took part in the World Flying Disc
Championships which was organised by the ISSF, and hosted by
China during the period 20-28 April 2011. 350 people representing
54 countries took part in this championship. The Omani Team
achieved good scores.

The Free-Fall National
Team of Sultan of Oman
Parachute achieved 8th
place among 13 teams
in target contest, and
the 5th place among 12
teams overall. The team
achieved 2nd place in the
Morocco International Open
Championships which took
place in Bin Milal city during
the period 7-13 March 2011.

The Oman Royal Symphony Orchestra took part in the UAE 40th
National Day Ceremony in a concert held in the Emirates Palace Hall.

More than thirty years ago, the International Council of Museums
decided to allocate an International Day for Museums on the 19
May annually. The Sultan’s Armed Forces Museum celebrates this
occasion. The Museum, which is located in the Bait Al Falaj histori-
cal fort, was opened under the patronage of HM Sultan Qaboos in
December 1988, and tells the story of the progress that has been
achieved.

As part of social care given by the Sultan’s Armed Forces for its per-
sonnel, the Military Welfare Services in the Office of Chief of Staff
Sultan Armed Forces sent a number of officers and non-
 commissioned officers to various Governorates and Wilayats of the
Sultanate to meet families of deceased personnel of the Sultan’s
Armed Forces. The visits were made on the occasion of Eid al-Adha
and to give the families gifts.

IT Services in the Office of the Chief of Staff Sultan's Armed Forces
has made a major development in terms of spreading its services
to the different departments and formations of the Sultan’s Armed
Forces.

IT Services has achieved a number of technical achievements,
both at the Middle East level and in the Sultanate, where it obtained
an ISO/IEC20000 certificate for the management of IT services.
This is the first institution in the Sultanate awarded such a
 certificate. 

13
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OFFICE OF COSSAF

Under the auspices of HE Mohammed bin Nasser bin

Mohammed Al Rasbi, the Under-Secretary of Ministry of Defence
and Air Vice-Marshal Yahya bin Rasheed Al Juma, Commander
of the Royal Air Force of Oman, the annual evening was held at Al
Shafaq Club on 10 May 2011 to honour the winners in the Air
Safety Competition, Administration Competence, Catering and a
number of training and sports activities in 2011.

HE Mohammed bin Nasser bin Mohammed Al Rasbi, the
Undersecretary of Ministry of Defence, received on 14 May 2011,
Lord Astor, UK Under-Secretary of State and House of Lords
Spokesman on Defence. They reviewed the good relations
between the two countries, and exchanged views on matters of
common concern. The meeting was attended by the Defence
Attaché in the British Embassy.

Military Technological College Project
The Military Technological College will be internationally recognised as being amongst the best all-service providers of military and
vocational technological education and training. 

It will offer MOD approved programmes that are quality assured by the accrediting university, the Oman Academic Accreditation
Authority and the Ministry of Higher Education. ■

Sponsored by Charles Kendall Group
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ROYAL ARMY OF OMAN
It has been a busy year for 
RAO, starting off in March/April 
supporting the ROP to pacify the
very unusual state of unrest from
a small section of the community
in Sohar.

CRAO’s policy of introducing different forms of Adventure
Training continued this year, with a 14 man party going to
Ruhpolding in Southern Germany in February 2011 on Exercise
‘Snow Diamond’ to undergo courses in Nordic and Alpine Skiing.
After initial training the members participated in the British Army
Logistic Corps Ski Championship. The experience of the skiers in
the championships ranged from expert to novices, as were the
RAO Team. The RAO Team did reasonably well coming 23 out of 41
Teams in the Nordic Cross-Country Skiing events, and had a mem-
ber in the Alpine events to get the most improved Skier award. Our
team achieved the Best Quest Team Medal.

The next Adventure Training was Exercise ‘Camel’s Hump’, a
mountaineering exercise held in SE France with the French Army.
This occurred between 30 May and 16 June 2011 and  consisted of
12 participants. It concentrated on rock climbing, abseiling, moun-
tain trekking and mountain rescue. A 3 week familiarisation and
 fitness training period was held in Oman prior to their departure to
Mondane in the Alps on the French/Italian Border. It was a strenu-
ous exercise, covering all aspects of operating in mountains, below
and above the snowline, including climbing  several peaks above
3000m. The exercise concluded on 16 June with the French Army
awarding the RAO Team with their Mountaineering Qualification
badges.

This was followed by the induction of some 10,000 recruits into
RAO and the ensuing six month Recruit Training Courses spread
around the various Units, all of whom passed out in November.
Now, wherever you look are “Jundee Jadeed”. Many have gone to
the Border Guard Brigade, whose HQ has at long last moved to
their permanent base at Haima in the Al Wusta Region. Units after
many years of being understrength, are now at full capacity.

Battalion HQ and a Company from Frontier Force (FF) went to
England in July and August to participate in Exercise ‘Pashtun
Dawn’ on Salisbury Plain between 25 July and 2 August 2011. The
aim of the exercise was to prepare the UK 20 Brigade for high
intensity operations. Training for their deployment began in April
and ran right up to their departure date on 21 July and included
English language, counter IED drills, search operations, air opera-
tions, detainee handling and dealing with the media. The exercise
had a total of 5000 troops taking part with 260 armoured vehicles,
20 helicopters and 2000 support staff. Overall the exercise was a
huge success and FF proved a great credit to RAO, everyone
enjoyed working with their British counterparts and after the exer-
cise visits to cultural and historic sites in Bath, Salisbury and
London were undertaken before returning to Oman. 

The Exercise had a total of
5000 troops taking part with

260 armoured vehicles, 20 helicopters
and 2000 support staff. 

The experience of 
the skiers in the 

championships ranged
from expert to novices
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ROYAL ARMY OF OMAN

CRAO made two overseas visits this year, the first to Brunei in
May and the second to UK in August, where he visited RMA
Sandhurst and attended a Passing Out Parade before moving on to
Edinburgh to see the RAO Band perform in the Tattoo.

The highlight of the year, which has been the “year of the
women”, was the training of Oman’s first Women’s Free Fall Team
(only the second in the Arab world) at the Sultan of Oman’s
Parachute Unit. They completed their course in November, and
were on show at the Armed Forces Day Display at SAFTR on 11
December, and also at the KSQA Passing Out Parade on 18
December.

The RAO Display for Armed Forces Day on 11 December under
the auspices of HE Hamad Bin Mohammad Bin Mohsin Al

Rashdi, the Minister of Information, was quite spectacular, with
the MSO Cavalry Troop, comprising men and women, showing off
horsemanship, as well as Band and Silent Drill displays. FF demon-
strated what they did on their exercise in UK, the Border Guard
Brigade showed off their new interception vehicles, and a highlight
was the transformation of one of the Jebels in the Range area into
a “Snow Slope” to demonstrate the Skiing Techniques learnt in
Germany earlier in the year. SOP also showed off their skills operat-
ing motorised ‘Para sails’. There were also static displays of the
 latest equipment as well as displays of historic photos and uni-
forms. It was good to see many of the former Senior Officer
Retirees in attendance.

CRAO made two overseas visits
this year, the first to Brunei in
May and the second to UK
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There were no changes in command in the
major RAO Formations during 2011, but the
Commander of both SAFE and SAF Sigs have been
promoted to Ameeds (Brigadier). This now means
that all Heads of the various Services are Ameeds.

17

ROYAL ARMY OF OMAN

The RAO Band again went abroad partici-
pating in events in Germany and at the
Edinburgh Tattoo, where they were well
received.

As usual the now annual KSQA Officer
Cadet Passing Out Parade took place in MAM
on 18th December, with 114 Officer Cadets
being commissioned. The Parade was under
the auspices of HE Yousaf bin Alawi bin

Abdullah, Minister Responsible for Foreign
Affairs. Not only were the normal Officer
Cadets passing out but we also had Limited
Engagement Officers (Ex Senior NCOs) pass-
ing out including 14 ladies. Their squad was
commanded by a lady. ■

Visit by Commandant RMA Sandhurst.

There were no 
changes in command 

in the major RAO 
Formations during 2011
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2011 saw the changeover of some key HQ RAFO personnel as
well as some movement from and to front-line units but most
importantly, saw a large influx of new recruits across the country. 

Within HQ RAFO, two key positions have seen new incumbents
on promotion: Ameed Rukn Tayyar Alawi bin Thahir Ba-Omar is
now formally Director General of Projects and Ameed Rukn

Jawwi Nasser bin Juma Al-Zidjali has taken the position of
Director General of Administration and Manpower.

CRAFO, Liwa Rukn Tayyar Yahya bin Rasheed Al-Juma, has
been no less busy in 2011 with a few trips that included the USA,
UK and Iran. He remains a keen supporter of the Royal International
Air Tattoo at RAF Fairford where 16 Sqn’s C130 aircraft again repre-
sented RAFO. The RAF’s Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal

Sir Stephen Dalton also hosted a
formal visit from CRAFO that
included briefs by Industry, capability
discussions in the Ministry of
Defence and a visit to RAF Leuchars,
the latest RAF Typhoon Main
Operating Base just after it had been
announced that those operations
were going to move to RAF
Lossiemouth. 

Aqeed Rukn Tayyar Ibrahim bin

Ali Al-Farsi took command of RAFO
Standards Unit upon his return from
the Royal College of Defence Studies in
London. He replaced Khamis bin

Hammad Al-Ghafri who was posted
on promotion to Aqeed to RAFO Thumrait as
OC Flying Wing.

The main operational event of the year was
undoubtedly the detachment of RAFO Jaguar
aircraft to Indian Air Force base Jamnagar on
Exercise Eastern Bridge, led by OC 8 Sqn, Muqaddam Rukn

Tayyar Zahran bin Nasser Al-Busaidi. The aircraft deployed with
the assistance of RAF air-to-air refuelling support, a first for RAFO.
RAFO personnel participated in a busy professional and social pro-
gramme during which they enjoyed tremendous hosting by Indian
Air Force personnel. The bilateral activity included range work and
refuelling from an Indian tanker and a Large Force Exercise with IAF
Jaguars and MIG-29s. The hospitality experienced by the detach-
ment was quite outstanding and the hosts went to great lengths to
allow the RAFO personnel to view a very different country and its
culture. 

Back home, the Puma has taken an increasing load from the
ageing AB 205, whilst the NH90 continues its introduction to serv-
ice at RAFO Musana’a. Several airframes have been delivered and
aircrew trained. It has advanced successfully through its evaluation
trials and has commenced tasking. A milestone was achieved in
November with the establishment of NH90-equipped 17 Sqn at
RAFO Salalah.

6 Sqn began 2011 at Masirah with Raaid Tayyar Adil bin

2011 saw consolidation of capability challenges that will assist with the introduction of new
RAFO roles and missions as well as developing extant ones

Hamood Al-Hasani in command though he is now a student at the
Joint Services Command and Staff College in the UK. The Sqn con-
tinues to be equipped with four 2-seat Hawk Mk103s and 10 sin-
gle-seat Mk 203s, manned by 7 instructor pilots, 6 other operational
pilots and 6 student pilots. Discussions/rumours abound about the
future for 6 Sqn. The Sqn had a busy year participating in several
exercises usually detached to Seeb or Thumrait. It maintains air-
craft ready to launch at short notice to protect Omani airspace and
on many occasions, Hawks were scrambled to identify aircraft
entering Omani airspace, or were called upon to assist ground or
surface forces on surveillance tasks. 

Raaid Berty Archer has finally completed his Hawk instructor
conversion, during which he achieved the milestone of 2000 flying

hours in the aircraft. 
14 Sqn tasking continues

apace with the Sqn supporting
other arms in a number of spe-
cialist roles in spite of its age-
ing airframes and the Puma
continues to pick up the load
with more pilots and crew-
men continuing to convert to
type. The NH90 programme
gathers speed with the deliv-
ery of 6 airframes now and 
a detachment successfully
moved to RAFO Salalah. A
cadre of instructors remain

at Musana’a converting No 3 course.
The maritime work of 15 Squadron’s Super

Lynx has included embarked activity on RNOV
NASR BAHR, RNOV MUAZZAR and the RSS
FULK AL SALAMAH during Exercise Asad Al
Bahr, in support of the Jaguar detachment to

India as well as normal Search and Rescue duties. Training contin-
ues in the maritime environment in anticipation of the arrival of the
Khareef class vessels; this will see a dramatic rise in the time the
aircraft, crews and engineers spend at sea. Preparations were
helped by the embarkation in RSS FULK AL SALAMAH where
RAFO was able to demonstrate the ability to move an aircraft from
a flight deck into a hangar as well as folding and spreading the main
rotor blades; this will be vital in the future as they work towards 40
weeks of embarked operations a year. Other embarked highlights
include deck landing training on HMS ST ALBANS, a Royal Navy
Type 23 Frigate. Work continues to consolidate the whole Super
Lynx fleet which will be based at Musana’s in early April 2012. The
move will see an uplift in both pilots and engineers so the level of
training required will increase. To ease the burden, RAFO has now
taken steps to employ a full time Lynx simulator instructor at
Musana’a and he is expected to join at the beginning of 2012. 

Raaid Dave Lilly has joined the Squadron from the UK where he
was working on the replacement programme to the Royal Navy’s
Lynx, the Wildcat.

The RAF’s Chief of the Air
Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir
Stephen Dalton also hosted

a formal visit from CRAFO.
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So a reasonably busy 2011 for 15 Squadron but with the Khareef
just over the horizon, the movement of the Lynx to Musana’a and 
fresh challenges, 2012 is looking to be another exciting and chal-
lenging year.

capacity, producing trained technicians to feed the growing RAFO
requirement. CRAFO has also been paying a close interest in the
organisation with planning starting in earnest for the new Military
Technical College. Preparations continue apace for the forthcoming
external audit by the Omani Academic Accreditation Authority
(OAAA), the technical training governing body. AFTC will be the first
MOD unit to be visited by the Ministry of Higher Education quality
assurance body early in 2013. A significant amount of time and
effort is being afforded to ensuring that the policies, procedures and
practices of the College are compliant with OAAA requirements. 

With a continuing role for several years, there has also been sig-
nificant investment to improve AFTC training aids, from training rigs
and electronic laboratory equipment to Smartboard presentation
screens. It is now hoped to expand this funding into training equip-

RAFO engineering continues to change shape and has
maintained the momentum of its re-equipment programme
through 2011, taking delivery of a third Airbus A320 and
increasing the NH90 fleet size to six; the latter now being
based at Salalah as well as Musana’a.

At the same time, the last Skyvans were phased out of
service; however, the Seavan continues to operate from
Seeb and Salalah and has taken on the residual Skyvan
tasks. RAFO has also taken on two Gulfstream IVs from
the Royal Flight, albeit at rather short notice; this has all
contributed to a very taxing period for the engineers who have had
to re-align the workforce and ensure that everyone is fully trained to
maintain the aircraft. 

RAFO has continued to develop and improve the manipulation of
increasingly complex aircraft maintenance and logistic data over
recent years. However, this year has seen a huge leap forward as
RAFO has joined with the Army and Navy to produce a single, ratio-
nalised, state of the art joint information technology software pack-
age, Project JADWAL. A preferred bidder has now been selected
to implement the wide-ranging software package that will manage
maintenance of all equipment and infrastructure across the Sultan’s
Armed Forces as well as all its supporting logistics needs. Some of
the more specialist legacy software programmes will be main-
tained and interfaced with the JADWAL solution, but the vast
majority will be replaced in their entirety. The step change in mov-
ing to an all-encompassing software package is highly significant
and will require a number of critical strands to tie together seam-
lessly if it is to be implemented effectively. The final JADWAL solu-
tion is expected to be introduced in 2012 with a well-planned and
phased software roll-out. 

With the rapidity of change being implemented within RAFO in
terms of both new aircraft types and new management systems,
engineering quality has become a vital tool to ensure that Flight
Safety is maintained. The annual technical and safety reviews car-
ried out at each Unit on an annual basis by Muqaddam Rukn

Jawwi Tim Mann and his team of HQ engineers is the formal audit
of engineering and safety procedures and is a key component in
maintaining and improving RAFO Standards. There is also talk of
extending the Quality and Safety System into Supply.

The Air Force Technical College (AFTC) continues to work at full

RAFO engineering took delivery
of a third Airbus A320

ment for avionics and fault finding. Of note, a new Learning
Resource Centre has been built at AFTC and a much-needed addi-
tional infrastructure improvement plan has been approved by
CRAFO.

A short-notice move of the Airfield Training facility took place dur-
ing June and July 2011. The site at Seeb (North) was to be utilised
by the new International airport project and hence the AFTC
Strikemaster aircraft and support facilities were moved to a hangar
at Seeb (South). Training continues at this site whilst consideration
of other locations takes place.
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the Jebel Akhdar walk – a 10km and 1600m climb from the town of
Birkat Al Mawz (600m) to the summit at Saiq Plateau (2200m). This is
the highlight of the calendar year for most as the testing walk culmi-
nates in a week-long live-firing camp and further adventure training.
The training year is rounded off with the demanding Tactical Camp
held at Al Hazm which includes fast jet and rotary support. That camp
serves as the final confirmation exercise before cadets receive their
graduation recommendation. December 2011 saw the graduation of
35 cadets and an additional 21 ex-NCOs for the ceremonial parade at
the newly refurbished and impressive RAFO Parade Square at Ghala.

In a ceremony held on 17 January 2011 in Muaskar Al Murtafaa,
Air Vice-Marshal Yahya bin Rasheed Al Juma presented
Certificates of Aviation to the new graduate pilots and Diplomas in
Military Science to new graduate officers of the Sultan Qaboos Air
Academy.

RAFO celebrated, on 17 January 2011, the graduation of pilots
and officer cadets under the auspices of HE Sayyid Saoud bin

Ibrahim bin Saoud Al Busaidi, Minister of Interior. ■

A group of students and staff went to the Military Training Facility
on Jebel Ahkdar in April. In addition to a number of military and
adventurous training opportunities provided to the group, a com-
munity project was also carried out making repairs to a falaj in a
local village on the mountain. 

Approval has been gained to trial and introduce Aptitude Testing
for RAFO candidates selected to study at AFTC. Led by Raaid Phil

Berrecloth, the aim of this initiative is to support the recruiting
process by identifying suitable candidates who possess an aptitude
for technical and administrative work.

The year began with the largest intake of cadets seen at the Sultan
Qaboos Air Academy. A total of 43 cadets arrived to undertake the
arduous 24-month officer training course. The senior course, now in
its second year, immersed themselves in the leadership stage of their
development. A number of exercises were carried out to allow the
cadets to practice the theory they had been taught. The summer
months saw the departure of junior cadets to the UK for a 3-month
language course. In July, the senior course rose to the challenge of
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HM The Sultan has initiated the award of a trophy for Tall Ships
Sailing, to be supervised by RNO. The trophy was awarded to the
Norwegian ship Christian Radich, and presented by HE The
Omani Ambassador in Toulon, France, on 19 November 2011.

The Royal Navy of Oman (RNO) has enjoyed a number of events at
local, regional and international level in 2011. The most prominent
event was the Royal Decree of His Majesty the Sultan to upgrade
and transform the academic status of the RNO Training Centre to
Sultan Qaboos Naval Academy. This will constitute a qualitative
transition to the training and qualification level of RNO personnel. A
naval base is to be established in Dhofar entitled “Sultan Qaboos
Naval Base”. RNO has also recruited female personnel to the serv-
ice. Their basic training started in September and they are expected
to graduate in the first quarter of 2012.

ROYAL NAVY OF OMAN
The International Arena
At Portsmouth Naval Base a ceremony was held on Mon 27 June
2011 to commission and designate RNOV Al Rasikh under the
 auspices of HE Lt. General Hassan bin Mohsin bin Salim Al

Shuraiq, Inspector General of Police and Customs and the
Commander Royal Navy of Oman.

At the Operational Level
A naval exercise entitled “AL Thammar Al Tayyib” (meaning deli-
cious fruit) was conducted by RNO and the Pakistani Navy, sup-
ported by RAFO aircraft from 8-12 January. An RNO – Iran joint
Naval exercise was conducted from 8 -9 February supported by the
Royal Air Force of Oman and Royal Oman Police . The focus of this
exercise was assigned for Search and Rescue (SAR). 

During the period from 7-11 May a joint naval exercise entitled
“Khanjar Hadd” was conducted in collaboration with American,
British and French navies supported by RAFO. “Assad Al Bahr Ex”,
a joint naval exercise was conducted by RNO in the Oman territorial
waters from 26 November – 7 December in conjunction with
RAFO, Royal Guard of Oman and Royal Oman Police in addition to
the Royal Yacht and Sultan Special Force and with observers from
the Iranian Navy.

The most prominent event was the Royal Decree of
His Majesty the Sultan to upgrade and transform the 
academic status of the RNO 
Training Centre to Sultan 
Qaboos Naval Academy. 
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RNO and RAFO bands participated in the 36th international festi-
val of military music in France.

The RNO hosted on Sunday and Monday 15 and 16 May the
Pakistani Chief of Naval Staff and his accompanying delegation.

A group of Turkish ships, consisting of 4 frigates and one support
vessel and 2 Chinese warships paid official visits in May and
December.

Ceremonies and Occasions
On Saturday 9 April 2011, RNO celebrated the graduation of the
University Officer Cadets course and a batch of new recruits under the
patronage of Lt-General Ahmed bin Harith bin Nasser Al Nabhani.
Rear Admiral Abdullah bin Khamis Al Raisi, RNO Commander
presided over the graduation of a new batch of recruits on Saturday
30 July 2011.

In order to develop the relationship between the Ministry of
Defence and the Ministry of Education, a graduation ceremony was
held at the Sultan Qaboos Naval Academy on Tues 5 April for the
graduation of Military Education Students Academic Year
2010/2011. A number of students from Abdullah bin Abbas School
and Al Hawari bin Malik basic Education School joined the course.

On 4 November, RNO celebrated its Annual Day under the aus-
pices of Shaikh Sa’ad bin Mohammed bin Said Al Mardhoof Al

Sa’adi, the Minister of Commerce and Industry. Sheikh Al Fadhl

bin Mohammed Al Harthy, Secretary General of the Council of
Ministers presided over the RNO Day Dinner.

At the end of the year, the Royal Navy of Oman marked the
Sultan Armed Forces Day and Retirees Day at Said Bin Sultan Naval
Base on Wednesday 14 December. This ceremony was held under
the auspices of HE Shaikh Saif bin Mohammed Al Shabibi,
Housing Minister and included the graduation of a new batch of
Navy recruits. ■

On 15 October, Major General Said Bin Nasser Al Salmi

presided over the 19th small weapon shooting final competition
which was held between RNO bases, units, vessels and its sections.
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This was a landmark occasion marking the 40th annual SAF dinner
and was held in the Army and Navy Club on Friday 25 November.
The first dinner was held in July 1971 and organised by Richard

John. John Lewis was also present at that one, and both were
with us again, 40 years on. Tony Nicholson welcomed everyone,
and in particular our President, Fareeq Rukn Ahmed Harith al

Nabhani and our Vice President Lord Stirrup. 
Over 100 members attended, which is ten percent of the mem-

bership of over one thousand spanning over fifty years of service in
Oman.

We were honoured to have with us as guests: 
Lord Astor, the Under Secretary of State for Defence and

spokesman in the House of Lords. Lord Astor is a keen supporter
of Oman.

His Excellency the Ambassador of the Sultanate of Oman,
Sheikh Abdul Aziz al Hinai and the Military Attaché, Brigadier

Nasser Salim and his fellow Attachés.

40TH ANNUAL SAF
ASSOCIATION DINNER

Arlene Mitchell who is the daughter of Stan Stanford. Stan
was the brave and intrepid leader of the helicopter crewmen right
from the arrival of the helicopters in SOAF until his death in a crash
in 1978. 

Alan Milne who is the Company Secretary of our sister organi-
sation the Anglo-Omani Society.

Tony paid tribute to Stan Edwards who has stood down as
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer after 35 years of sterling service,
and Peter Isaacs who has also stood down after 33 years service
as a committee member. He warmly thanked them for all that they
have done for the Association. In their places he was delighted to
welcome to the committee John McKeown (ORD) and Nobby

Grey (SOAF). Enjoying the benefit of a very kind legacy to the
Association from Poppo Tomlinson, all members then shared the
toast to Absent Friends. ■

Left to right: John Lewis, Richard John, Jock Stirrup, COSSAF, The Omani Ambassador and Tony Nicholson.

Left to right: Neville Baker, Arlene Mitchell and Nick Holbrook.

Left to right: Michael Sabine, Nobby Grey and David Arkless.
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It’s a privilege to say a few words at tonight’s annual dinner. We
meet at a time of great change and great uncertainty. War in
Afghanistan; revolution in North Africa; unrest in Syria. Bin Laden
and Gaddafi are dead; Mladi and Mubarak are on trial. The world
has faced nuclear disaster in Japan, and it’s confronting financial
disaster in Europe. At times like these, it is only natural to look to
one’s allies and friends for support – for reassurance – for solidarity.
Britain and Oman have been tried and trusted friends for many
years. We have shared values, shared interests, and shared history. 

This Association is a fine example of the links that bind us together.
And I’m proud to have a strong, personal connection to Oman
through my late godfather, Colonel David Smiley. As many of you
will know, David was the first Commander of the Sultan’s Armed
Forces. His stories of British servicemen and Omanis fighting side
by side made a deep and lasting impression on me. It taught me
that there is nothing like shared sacrifice to bind people together.
It’s what makes this Association so special. Indeed, the Association
was formed in 1968 at a time of great difficulty for Oman. A time
when the country was seeking a new unity and a modern identity.
A time when the struggle against the Dhofar rebels and commu-
nists was going badly. A time when Oman needed the support
of its friends. What turned things around?

The enlightenment of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said

in the progressive policies he pursued; the transformation of
the Sultan’s Armed Forces; and the support of friends like
Britain.

These are the foundations of the modern, peaceful, and
prosperous Oman the world sees today. 

But tonight I want to return to that successful struggle in
Dhofar, because the lessons of 40 years ago do have strong
resonance with the security challenges we face today. Many
factors contributed to that success. But let me pull out just
three.

First, there was an active, reforming, modernising Government
which recognised it had to earn people’s loyalty, not just expect it.

Second, it was accepted that fighting an insurgency is about
people not territory – hearts, minds, and livelihoods were the key
to making sure that the Jibalis looked to the Firqat not the Adoo.

Third, it was imperative that the counter-insurgency was pro-
gressively led by Omanis for Omanis.

If this sounds familiar, it’s because many elements of the
counter-insurgency strategy pursued by the SAF in Dhofar read
across to Afghanistan today. Lord Stirrup made much the
same point in his excellent article in the latest SAF Association
Journal. From your own experience, you know that successful
counter-insurgency requires mass which can only be provided
by an outside force for so long. So it requires indigenous secu-
rity forces that are effective and trusted by the people. And

most of all counter-insurgency requires patience – and an ability to
keep faith during the difficult periods.

The lessons of the past continue to influence the warfare of today,
even as the character of modern warfare evolves. That’s why we in
Britain value our friendship with Oman as highly as we ever have.
Britain listens with great attention to what Oman has to say.

The situation in Yemen or Iran, security in the straits of Hormuz, and
tackling the scourge of modern piracy, to name but a few, are areas
of joint concern. The recent pirate attacks, almost within hailing dis-
tance of the port of Salalah, show what a direct threat this poses. 

I want to thank everyone here tonight for your contribution to that
process. In particular I would like to pay tribute to the hard work of
the SAF Association, not only for keeping memories alive, but by
forging new relationships with new generations and boosting links
at government and at a social level. I hope that the camaraderie
born out of service in the Sultan’s Armed Forces will continue to
enrich all your lives and ensure that the unbreakable bonds
between our two great nations flourish long into the future. ■

EXTRACTS FROM
LORD ASTOR OF HEVER’S SPEECH

ATTHE SAF DINNER

Sponsored by O.I.G.
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Our annual reunion luncheon at the Honourable Artillery Company
has traditionally been held during Gen John Graham’s annual UK
visit from his home in Barbados. John and his wife Rosemary feel
that the journey is now very demanding and have decided that it
would be prudent to reduce the regular visits after 2011. It was
therefore a great pleasure that John was able to join us at Armoury
House for a very special occasion on 11th August 2011. The date
coincided with the opportunity to view the magnificent
Commemoration Book which Ameed Rukn Matar bin Salim al

Balushi, Commander, The Sultan of Oman’s Artillery, had pre-
sented to us at Izki Camp on 12th December 2010 during the SAF
Association visit. The book, beautifully displayed in gold and
mounted in a velvet case, is a replica of the presentation by SOA to
HM The Sultan in honour of his 40th Anniversary. It describes the
history of SOA which has been outstandingly researched and per-
fectly illustrated, and it covers the origins as an artillery platoon in
Muscat Regiment, the establishment of a SAF Artillery Troop,
involvement in the Jebel Akhdar 1957-59 campaign and the expan-
sion from a battery to a regiment during Dhofar operations 1965-
75. Finally it concentrates on Oman’s professional and respected
artiillery of today. In the presentation at Izki, Ameed al Balushi very
kindly paid a generous tribute to our contribution to the formation
and growth of SOA in the early days and he was pleased that the
40th Anniversary Commemoration Book for HM The Sultan for-

mally recognised this. On behalf of the UK gunners, Hugh Colley,
thanked the Commander SOA for the magnificent book and
ensured him that it would be prominently displayed in an appropri-
ate location in UK. Hugh emphasised how proud we all were to
have been associated with the development of SOA and the gift to
HM The Sultan.

It was a great pleasure for us that Gen John Graham arrived at
Armoury House with his white lanyard which we had presented to
him at a previous lunch. The importance of the white lanyard is well
identified in the history of SOA. As the artillery grew to meet opera-
tional demands in Dhofar, HM The Sultan honoured the new regi-
ment and in 1971 visited Rostaq, reviewed a demonstration and
presented individuals with their white lanyards – the Parade
Commander was the first Omani artillery officer, 2nd Lieutenant

Mohammad Salim Ali. This visit by HM The Sultan is well docu-
mented in the Commemoration Book. Today the white lanyard
remains an elite symbol of SOA and is proudly worn by all gunner
ranks throughout their service in SAF. 

After lunch, on behalf of all those present and friends who
were unable to attend, Hugh thanked General John for his company
and great support which spanned over forty years. His association
with our annual gunner reunions had been an enormous privilege
which we all appreciated. It was stressed that it was our intention
to remain in close contact with him and Rosemary in Barbados. ■

GUNNER LUNCH

Standing: Johnnie Kirkham OA, John Lewis OA and HQ SAF, Chris Long-Price OA, Hugh Colley OA and Nick Holbrook SOAF.
Seated: Mike Hardy OA, John Graham CSAF and Mike Lobb SAS.
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12TH SALALAH
(DHOFAR)
DINNER

The 12th Salalah (Dhofar) Dinner will be held in
the Army & Navy Club, 36 Pall Mall, London on
Friday 14 September 2012. It will take the form
of a Ladies’ Dinner Night.

If there is anyone not on George Correa’s
database who wishes to attend, please get in
touch with him on: georgecorrea@btinternet.com

The 11th Salalah Dinner was held in the
Army & Navy Club on 9 September 2011 and
some 50 people sat down to dinner.

1ST SOA REUNION
17th September 2011 saw the first reunion of old friends from 1st Regiment,
SOA. The Union Jack Club was the venue for the reunion which was targeted at
those who served together in the early 1980s. Sadly some could not attend, but
it is good to report that at the time of the reunion no old regimental members
have faded away completely. No sand bags were drawn up and no lamps swung
at the pre-luncheon drinks, but time was taken to re-recognise old comrades
and to be introduced to family members. Luncheon was presided over by Tony

Smith, who recalled the success and happiness enjoyed by all in 1SOA, and
toasts were given to the Regiment and to absent friends. The rest of the day
was spent very convivially in reminiscence and in catching up with old friends
and colleagues. A most successful reunion was attended by Tony Smith (CO),
Patrick Springfield (2i/c), Patrick Hyland (BC, 8 Bty), John Tulloch (BC, B Bty,
pre-SOA Oman Artillery), Charles Crawford and Danny Skillman (Training
Officers), Phil Spinks, Mick Mennell and Emrys Williams (Training Wakeels),
Victoria Tulloch, Helen Crawford, Julie Spinks and Edward Spinks, a “son
of the regiment”!

Philip Spinks

2012 SAF
ASSOCIATION

COCKTAIL PARTY
will take place in the

EAST INDIA CLUB,
16 ST. JAMES’S SQUARE,
LONDON (OFF PALL MALL)

FRIDAY 8 JUNE 2012
The usual eats will be provided

PLEASE APPLY BY 1 JUNE
2012 AT THE LATEST

To: Neil Fawcett
Two Oaks, Mayfield Fold,

Burnley BB11 2RN.

Bow

SAF Association Tie SAF Army SAF Navy SAF Air Force
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Navy/SON/Ministry of Environment), Nick Harrison (BBME Bank
Manager), Ron Jones (Guest/Westlands Helicopters), John

Knight (Royal Navy), Bruce Moore (RAF/SOAF), Mike Pilley (Royal
Navy/SON), Martin Plant (Royal Navy/SON), Patrick Sheahan
(British Army/Iran), Robin Snaith (Military Insurance Broker),
Sammy Stubbs (Royal Navy/SON), Philip Sevier-Summers (British
Army), Jack Thompson (British Army/SOLF), Richard Tregarthen

(British Army/SOLF), Mark Whitley (Royal Navy/Gulf LCTs), Brian

Whittingham (Royal Navy), Ian Wilding (Guest).
The next match will be on Monday 11 June 2012. There will be

plenty of prizes. The cost will only increase by one pound to

£45.00. It would be particularly nice to see some of the old faces
who have played before returning and challenging the Winner who
has won two years in a row. Please encourage all your eligible
friends to join in. Please e-mail me robingainsford@hotmail.com,
if you have not already done so, to show interest and I will put you
on my e-mail dist. If you would like to stay at the club hotel, we can
offer Bed & Breakfast for £40 per person and you could have
another round the next day at 50% green fees. ■

Robin Gainsford – 01929 471419 – robingainsford@hotmail.com

SAF ASSOCIATION
GOLF MATCH 2011

Monday 20 June 2011 at
Dorset Golf and Country Club –
Near Wareham, Dorset

SIXTEENTH ANNIVERSARY MATCH

First prize to
Philip Sevier-

Summers.

Above: Tony Foulkes,
Bruce Moore and
Ted Brown.

I think this was our most enjoyable event so far as everyone fully
entered into the spirit of the occasion whether scoring well or not.
The weather held good until the last 10 minutes but by then it did
not matter. The course was in immaculate condition although the
bunkers provided a considerable challenge to those not used to
concrete type floors! An excellent lunch featuring roast beef and
some red wine concluded a most enjoyable day. This fixture is for
those who have served in a military or civilian capacity in, or have a
strong affection for the Sultanate of Oman, or adjacent countries in
the Middle East. Ladies are most welcome to attend either as play-
ers or for the lunch only. This year we had the same numbers as
last year with 26 sitting down for lunch including 5 ladies and 21
players venturing out on the course. No lady players unfortunately

Play started at 0940 and there were no hold ups so a round took
a very pleasant 4 to 4 1/4 hours. The match was followed by lunch
where Wing Commander Bruce Moore kindly presented the
prizes.

This year we had 21 competitors on the Lakeland Course. It was
nice to see some new faces attending our gathering for the first
time. They were Mike Carter 27 years RNVR and Ian Wilding,
Engineer, both guests of Robin Gainsford. It would be nice to
make it 30 competitors next year and please bring wife, girlfriend,
partner for lunch and perhaps to drive home

We had some very good scores but the same winner this year
Philip Sevier-Summers (17) from the British Army who had a
most creditable score of 39 points. Second was Mike Carter
(RNVR) on count back from Ken Enticknap (Royal Navy/SON) on
38 points. Fourth was Robin Snaith (Military Financial Adviser)
with 35 points on count back from Patrick Sheahan (British
Army/Iran). Longest drive was achieved by Peter Clarke (Royal
Navy) and the nearest the pin was Robin Gainsford (Royal
Navy/SON). 

The competitors were: Ted Brown (Guest), Mike Carter (Guest),
Peter Clarke (Royal Navy/Virgin Airlines), Ken Enticknap (Royal
Navy/SON), Tony Foulkes (RAF/SOAF), Robin Gainsford (Royal

Right: Robin Gainsford,
Ian Wilding and

Martin Plant.
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THE 

JOURNAL
OF THE

SULTAN’S ARMED FORCES
ASSOCIATION

The Journal is the official magazine of the Sultan’s Armed
Forces Association. It serves a readership which is actively
involved in the development of the country. Published each
year for the last 44 years, and with a current print run of 4,000
copies, the Sultan’s Armed Forces Association Journal is
 circulated to all individual and company members of the
Association as well as:

• Government Departments throughout the Sultanate of
Oman

• International Suppliers of Equipment and Services to the
Oman Armed Services

• Communications, Ports and Construction Industry

• Non-defence Industrial and Trade Companies and
Organisations

• Omani Chamber of Commerce

• UK Foreign Office (Middle East Department)

• Anglo-Omani Society

MECHANICAL DATA
Full Page — Type area 255 x 178mm

Full  Page — 303 x 216mm Bleed
Half Page (landscape) — 125 x 178mm

Half Page (portrait) — 255 x 85mm 
Quarter Page 85 x 125mm

Colour Mono

Full page £1,000 (O.Rials 630) £800 (O.Rials 500)

Half page £550 (O.Rials 345) £400 (O.Rials 250)

Quarter page £300 (O. Rials 185) £250 (O.Rials 155)

Front Inside Cover and Back Outside Cover : £1,500 (O.Rials 945)
Inserts and Flyers — Price on application

COPY REQUIREMENTS
Full colour and mono, 180 screen

A full advertising design service is available, if required please
ask for details.  Digital Copy may be supplied in Mac format,
Quark Xpress 4 collected files, complete with all fonts. Transfer
media CD, jaz or zip. Copy can also be sent by email
(chrissieheslop@aol.com) or by ISDN to +44 (0)1264 889744.

PR and Advertising, SAF Association, 18 Queen’s Road,
Salisbury SP1 3AJ, England. Tel: +44 1722 324822.

ADVERTISING RATES  – SAF JOURNAL – 2013

SAF ASSOCIATION
TEE, SWEAT AND

POLO SHIRTS

For 2012 the embroidered
SAF emblem is being offered in the
colours of your choice. The original

version is in red with black detail and
lettering, but should you wish to

have the design in another colour,
please do specify with your order.

1. JERZEES SWEATSHIRTS

70% Combed Ringspun Cotton /
30% Polyester 260 gms
Black, White, Combat Khaki, French Navy, Bottle,
Classic Red, Birch, Bright Royal, Sky and Orange.
Price £23.00 each

2. SLAZENGER POLO SHIRT

100% Cotton 220 gms
White, Light Yellow, Sport Grey, Gold, Black,
Bottle, Dark Blue, Royal, Dark Red, Pink, Lilac,
Light Blue, Khaki, Orange, Navy, Burgundy, Mid
Blue, Cerise, Grey, Apple Green, Light Apple.
Price £23.00 each

3. JERZEES RINGSPUN TEE SHIRT

100% Cotton 180 gms
Ocean Blue, White*, Black*, Bottle*, French
Navy*, Orange, Birch, Natural, Light Oxford,
Caramel, Gold, Sage, Sand, Cinnamon, Taupe,
Ice Blue, Classic Red, Bright Royal*, Mango, Sky,
Slate Grey, Bright Red, Airforce, Olive, Yellow,
Kelly Green, Lime, Combat Khaki, Mint, Pink,
Storm Grey. Price £14.50 each
* Also available in 3XL/ 46/48", 4XL/ 48/50"

Sizing/Chest (to fit)

Small / 38", Medium / 40", Large / 42/44", XL / 46"
and XXL / 48". For larger sizing please do contact
direct for alternative options. If you have any
 concerns over  sizing or need advice please call
Salcombe Embroiderers on 01548 842115.

Orders to Nigel Knocker, address page 3. 
Say what you want and don’t forget the size!

Cheques made payable to:
THE SAF ASSOCIATION (NOT Nigel Knocker!)

Prices include postage, packing and VAT.
Salcombe Embroidery will then send your orders
direct. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery.

26-40_Layout 1  09/03/2012  13:51  Page 31

mailto:chrissieheslop@aol.com


32

WESSEX LUNCH
For the second consecutive year the Wessex Lunch was held
on 31st July, at The Camelot, at South Cadbury in Somerset,
organised by Nick Holbrook and John Kirkham. A total of
sixty-one attended and the party was enjoyed by all, to the
extent that there was a strong feeling that the event should be
held annually, and this will be the form for the immediate
future.

The following attended the lunch:
John & Suzie Quinn, Dick & Angie Carrington, Fergus

Mackain-Bremner, John & Paula Williams, Stephen & Mary

Gruner, Roger & Peg Woodiwiss, Richard & Pam Wood,

Peter Ward, Hugh Colley & Fiona de Fonblanque, Ken &

Doe Brown, Tom & Colyn Moore, John Kirkham, Bill

McGillivray & Gwen Davis, Nick & Mary Holbrook, Nigel &

Angela Knocker, Robin Burnett, Mrs Squish Harris, Mike &

Penny Lobb, Richard John & Juliet Lambert, Nick & Lena

Mander, Jasper & April Browell, George & Venice Correa,

Andrew & Jackie Collins, Robin & Kate Gainsford, John

Blashford-Snell, Barry and Mandy West & Annabel

Burroughes, Michael and Caroline Rea, Tony & Reni Smith,

Dick & Anne Fox, Patrick & Penny Dunn, Ian & Di Ventham,

Tony & Nicky Quinlan, Clive Brennan and Chrissie Heslop.

This year’s gathering will again be held at The Camelot, on
Sunday 29th July 2012, from 12.00 noon. Those wishing to
attend should send a cheque, payable to “Wessex Lunch” (still
only £25 per head), to John Kirkham, The Old Rectory, Oake,

Taunton TA4 1AR – please only one guest per member, as
numbers are strictly limited by space. ■

A total of sixty-one attended and the
party was enjoyed by all, to the extent
that there was a strong feeling that the

event should be held annually
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Sandy & Di Blackett (MR), Nicol

& Vi Cameron (SOA), Sandy &

Lesley Dawson (NFR/JR), Neil &

Marjorie Fawcett (SON),
Jonathan Forbes (MR), Ian &

Louise Gardiner (NFR), Neil &

Margaret Lamb (MR/SAFTR),
Reg & Gae Millard (SOA), Valerie

Robinson (British Embassy),
Euan & Molly Scroggie (NFR),
Bunny Spencer & Fiona Warton

attended the 26th annual Scottish
Dinner, which was held at
Douneside House on Saturday 7th
May. It was a most enjoyable
evening in a country house setting
where we dined on Poached Trout
& Loin of Pork.
The 2012 Dinner will be held on
12th May at Douneside House,
Douneside, Aberdeenshire. For
more information regarding the
dinner and accommodation at
Douneside please contact either:
Neil Lamb (MR / SAFTR 1973-75),
telephone: 01700 831362, e-mail:
neillamb@btinternet.com or Robin

Hastie Smith (MR 1972-73),
 telephone: 0131 3341008, e-mail:
seonaidhs@blueyonder.co.uk ■

SCOTTISH DINNER 2011
Heading the table: Euan Scroggie (L) and Nicol Cameron (R).

ASSOCIATION ICE
BUCKETS

SAF Association Ice Buckets
are available from

Nigel Knocker, address page 3,
at £29 each including p&p.

Cheque payable to
The SAF Association.

ASSOCIATION
PLAQUES

SAF Association Plaques
are available from

Nigel Knocker, address page 3,
at £15 each including p&p.

Cheque payable to
The SAF Association.

* COPY FOR THE 
2013 JOURNAL BY

1ST DECEMBER
2012 – PREFERABLY

BY EMAIL OR ON
A DISC PLEASE *
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Email from Yahya Nasser al Fahdi in October 2011 – “Just to let
you know, I have been appointed by H.M. The Sultan as a member
in the State Council” (very many congratulations from us all). 

Alan Abbott (GSO 3 Int, HQ DHOFAR Brigade, 1975-77) writes
to say that he still lives outside Oxford and has now finally
retired from working for the NHS after twenty years of service. He
began by managing small IT projects throughout Central England
but then developed a niche market in terms of writing business
cases for large computer systems required by Sheffield Teaching
Hospitals. In recent times he has secured a total of about £40m of
government funding for this purpose, which has been an
immensely rewarding experience. He is also now edging closer to
his lifetime ambition of achieving the Diamond Award of the
National Blood Transfusion Service for having donated 75 pints of
blood. Lastly, he has found time to help a number of authors by
contributing to various recent books and articles about the
Dhofar War, including Richard Belfield’s SAS Operation Storm.
He is very contented with life and can be contacted at
abbotta@btinternet.com

Colin McLean (NFR, OG, FQ) is still dancing his way around
Europe with venues so far on his company’s 2012 itinerary in
London, Avignon, Berlin and Krakow and with others to come. 

From Mike and Robin Butler. Mike Butler was in MR from Feb
1964 to Nov 65 and subsequently travelled by camel from Dhofar
to Izki. He and his wife Robin were in Dhofar with the Dhofar
Development Department from 1970 to 76, and then ran the
Garzaiz farming and cattle project until 1978. Mike writes: “As for
our current doings: We moved out to Australia from Scotland just
over three years ago, selling an arable/sheep farm there and buying
a beef and sheep farm here, about 50km from Armidale in the
Northern Tablelands. Being fairly ancient and semi-retired we don't
do much of the physical work, but are enjoying the challenge and
the environment. One married son lives in Armidale, the other is
hoping to move his family out here soon. We miss our friends in
UK, but think we have made the right decision. We would be
delighted to see anyone from Oman and SAF who happens to be in
this part of the world.”

“Veteran of SAF? Your chance to add your
stories, your memories, or set the record
straight.”
Hugh Lockhart, who served in the Muscat Regiment and Frontier
Force from September 1972 to December 1973, kept a diary during
that period, which he is editing, and as they are ready, excerpts will
be posted on the SAF website (www.oman.org.uk)

He says: “Diaries are dangerous beasts; they are highly opinion-
ated and suffer huge mood swings, but are useful reminders of the
day-to-day living of the time as well as providing first-hand accounts
of events, often different from the official record.

“I hope these diaries will encourage you to contribute your
memories, stories and comments so that future historians will
gather a better picture of who we were, what we did, and what we
were like.”

A list of all those mentioned by name will be published but there
will be many more of you who can contribute to this picture of this
period. Please join in – and set the record straight.

To contribute to this project, send your entry to Neil Fawcett,
(neil.fawcett@btinternet.com) in Word format, but not pdf, and he
will add it to the string on the website. Please, at this stage, no
photo graphs, and do be reasonably concise!”

Dick Forsythe writes: I was a Loan Service Helicopter pilot in Salalah
in 1974/75 flying Wessex and then on 3 Sqn. I have just been out to
Muscat and it was very heart warming 38 years on to witness first-
hand the respect that those who served in Dhofar are still held. I
have been working as the Head of the Joint Warfare Support Team
at PJHQ since I finished my RAF service there in 2001 on comple-
tion of Ex Saif Sareea 2 for which I was the Desk Officer.  

While I was in Oman, I managed to locate Hamed Nasser who
has retired as Head of the Air Academy, but was Stan Stanford’s
deputy crewman leader on 3 Sqn. Although I do not see him that
regularly it is quite clear that his time in Salalah was as formative for
him as it was for the rest of us. He managed to solve instantly a
problem of Company Registration for me that had been lingering
for a year. However, he was fascinated to hear that Stan’s daughter
attended the last SAF Dinner and was asking for an explanation of
some of her father’s pictures. I am really chuffed that the pictures
are now available on the Web and that I have Hamed, Dave

Duncan (Peterhead), Steve Watson (Dubai) and Brian Freeman

(N Ireland) from 3 Squadron all corresponding with her. I was also
able to relay to her that the current Loan Service Officers attend the
annual Service of Remembrance at the PDO Cemetery where her
father, amongst others is buried. ■

NEWS ABOUT PEOPLE

OBITUARIES
Right Reverend Michael Mann KCVO
The Right Reverend Michael Mann died on 31st December 2011;
his son Philip (QDG and FF) was killed in action in Dhofar in April
1975, and subsequently Michael and his wife became very
attached both to Oman and to the SAF Association, of which he
was an honorary member. They visited Oman on a number of occa-
sions and presented the Christian Church in Ruwi with a set of
kneelers in memory of Philip. 

During WWII, Michael served with the KDG, subsequently writ-
ing two books on that Regiment’s history as well as one on the
TOS. His clerical career included appointments as Bishop of Dudley
from 1974 to 76 and as Dean of Windsor from 1976-89. In 1976 he
led the dedication service at the RMAS Chapel for the Dhofar Book
of Remembrance, and in 2003, he dedicated the SAF Association
Memorial at the National Arboretum at Alrewas.

* COPY FOR THE 2013 JOURNAL BY

1ST DECEMBER 2012 – PREFERABLY

BY EMAIL OR ON A DISC PLEASE *
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the dress codes for the three services to be worn at various events.
This assignment came about as on one military occasion, one serv-
ice appeared in the equivalent of combat fatigues and another serv-
ices appeared in the equivalent of ceremonial dress. He
successfully produced an agreed dress protocol.

Nigel Knocker adds:
I knew Peter when I was Defence Attaché in the British Embassy.
He was responsible for the Integrated Air Defence System in SOAF
and was always efficient and easy going. Peter was a a keen sup-
porter of the Association and came to the dinner from Portugal
every year until 2010. He was a real stalwart.
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OBITUARIES

Lt Col RJD (Knobby) Reid, OBE, WKhM(G),
late RE and SFE (1974-76)

Knobby Reid who died on 7th
September 2011, became the first
OC of the Sultan’s Forces Engineers
(SFE) in 1974, a few months after the
start of the unit’s initial training under
RE SNCOs. Until then SAF had relied
on their infantry assault pioneer pla-
toons for engineer support. 

SFE was in support of The Muscat
Regiment in the forward SAF posi-

tions in the 1975 operations. At the beginning of the breakout from
the top scarp on 15th October SFE breaching parties led the way,
detecting and clearing PMN blast mines from the possible exits.
They clambered down improvised ladders carrying their equip-
ment, explosives and accessories. Knobby personally led, showing
cool and sustained courage, clearing mines in the hours of dark-
ness in enemy territory, calming and inspiring his recently trained
Omani sappers. The unit then was tasked to construct a barrier all
the way from the scarp to the sea. For this he was given the assault
pioneers of the three infantry battalions under command. The
fence was constructed under sporadic mortar and artillery fire, with
Knobby always in the forefront of the action and he was deservedly
awarded the Sultan’s Distinguished Service Medal for Gallantry.

SFE made a significant contribution to the operations to secure
the results of the actions and achieve a lasting peace. The design
was that, once a position was secured in a tribal area, a track was
cleared to give road access, a drill brought in to provide water and,
with civil action teams, a shop, school, clinic, mosque and govern-
ment centre were built and established. Water was pumped to the
surface and into the distribution system prepared by military engi-
neers to offer storage points for humans and troughs for animals.
These positions, and the work of SFE, were crucial to the security
of the tribal areas and of Dhofar as a whole. That such a recently
raised unit as SFE performed so successfully was a great tribute to
Knobby’s professionalism, strength of character and application.

Knobby with his usual modesty and humility claimed no credit
for himself. His comrades, however, knew of his achievements and
bravery. It was no surprise that they volunteered to provide a bearer
party for his funeral at the Tower of London.

In retirement Knobby was in charge of security at both the Tower
of London for four years and for three years at the British Museum.

(With acknowledgements to “The Sapper”, from whose memoir of
Knobby these comments have been drawn.)

Peter Menzies 
Chris Rodgers writes:
I first met Peter in August 1982. Peter was at that time the SOAF
grade 1 staff officer of the Tri-service CDS Secretariat. The three
members of the Secretariat all shared a large office in the CDS
wing of the HE building in Muasker-al-Murtafaa. General Tim

Creasey at that time was the CDS. 
Peter was a quiet, unassuming but competent staff officer. He

took on many tricky assignments without complaint. I remember
one particular assignment he inherited was to produce a matrix for

Mqm Iain MacGregor Hynd MB, SAF 1961
to 1975, died in January 2012
On arrival in Oman in 1961, Iain was posted to MR as RMO. In
1965, he became responsible, at MR, for the training of medical
orderlies. In 1967 he was transferred to Bait al Falaj, becoming the
SMO SAF and tasked additionally with revamping the BAF
Hospital. The Medical Services were reconstituted as the Force
Medical Unit (FMU) under his command in 1969 and then renamed
Force Medical Services (FMS) on 1st January 1973, when Iain
became Principal Medical Officer. For many years after leaving SAF,
Iain was head of the Blood Transfusion Service in Scotland.

Rev Colin McLean writes: ‘Another loss of one of “The Greats” of
Oman. The nation owes him a debt of gratitude for his services, first
to SAF, then for the hospital, and for all the work of his final years
there. St Peter will doubtless ensure him an eternal supply of “That”
which he so generously offered to us on our rare visits to BAF!’ 

We are indebted to Sandy Dawson for news of Iain’s death, and
who represented the Association at Iain’s funeral in Falkirk.

In Sandy’s words: “Iain was very keen on his music. The funeral
service was concluded with the playing of a number from the last
CD Iain had bought, “The Lady is a Tramp”, by Tony Bennett and
Lady Gaga. A great way to go!’

HM the Sultan being briefed on Medical Orderly Training by Iain Hynd at BAF,
22nd August. 1970.
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OBITUARIES

Major CI (Ian) Rycroft, WKhM (G), RE, DR
1972-74. “Muhandis”

Ian Rycroft died on 21st
June 2011. Ian joined The
Desert Regiment, SAF in
December 1972. Para
trained, he had recently
served in Northern Ireland,
where he was MID, and
was in Londonderry on
Bloody Sunday. 

2 Coy DR, under the
command of Rick

Williams, was based at Izki
and with the help of Yousef

Khalfan, our Omani officer,
foiled an uprising in the
North. The ringleaders
were based in a village near

Izki camp, and one of the leaders was a former sergeant of DR.
Having surrounded the village we found arms in a house in the mid-
dle. We required an Engineer, so Ian was despatched from Bid Bid.
I recall the exchange with Rick as follows:

“You see that house down the street? We have been instructed
to destroy it, and under no circumstances are any other houses in
the street to be damaged. Your task Ian – blow it up as quickly and
as quietly as possible please.” “Oh Lord,” retorted the new arrival,
“all these years I’ve been a Sapper and nobody has ever asked me
to blow up anything serious – this is truly wonderful, a dream come
true – thank you.” “You mean that you’ve never done anything like
this before?” enquired Rick. “No – never,” roared the Sapper with
screams of laughter. Rick turned away, looked at me with concern
and muttered quietly, “Better pack your bags Al, I fear that we
might be very unpopular very soon.”

We need not have worried; the house came straight down with
no collateral damage. 

In January 1973 DR moved back to Dhofar. Ian joined 2 Coy as
3rd. officer, and after Rick was blown up on a landmine at the end
of January – thanks Spike! – Rick’s tour ended soon after. I became
OC, and Ian became my 2ic. 2 Coy carried out many wadi sweeps
searching Adoo caves and Ian had fun blowing up the arms we
found. In April we were on the Dianas and I led a party of twelve at
night to ambush a small adoo OP team who directed mortars onto
us daily from a scrub covered hill 1km from our Coy base. At first
light, twenty five adoo approached, who we wiped out, but we had
no chance with the hundred and fifty who followed. An intense fire
fight with artillery and jets in support led to me being wounded. Ian
prevented an adoo outflanking movement by grabbing an MAG,
running forward from our base and pouring fire on them, allowing
my escape. Ian was awarded the WKhM (G). 

After leaving the Army, he drove a truck full of munitions over-
land to Oman. From this he saw a need for specialised transport
and E C Transport was born. He ran this company, using ex-military
drivers, for some thirty years, getting up to many escapades. His
trademark was solving problems – you had a problem, Ian could
solve it, with an amazing network of contacts, who could never
refuse his requests. I was privileged to be his accountant during
this time. In Bosnia in the 1990s, Ian organised and led civilian aid

convoys, assembling teams of ex-military personnel and equipping
all the vehicles for the mission. Once he was contracted to move a
shipload of nuclear waste up the English Channel as no-one else
would touch it. The newspaper headline protested wildly about the
irresponsibility of the man, he was photographed by a passing
plane, standing on the bridge of the ship smoking, on top of several
thousand tons of radioactive waste! Lloyds of London approached
him because trucks heading to Moscow were being hijacked in the
Former Soviet Union after the Wall came down. As usual Ian had a
solution which, although obvious, had a twist. He went to Russia,
spoke to the KGB, and arranged for European trucks to form up at
the border, where they were met by a KGB escort, running in con-
voy across Russia to Moscow. At night they harboured up at KGB
barracks. In cash strapped Russia, the payment for this service was
welcome, and Lloyds were delighted. How did he manage to chat
to the top echelons of the KGB (prop V Putin)?

Ten years ago he sold ECT and moved up North, where he
formed Globalpoint, a new business using tracking technology for
trucks, evolving from the Russian experience. He worked on this
project living outside Alnwick, ostensibly peacefully but never
 quietly. He loved Northumberland, where landlords have many
 stories of Ian patrolling the streets, and snow-ploughing through
country lanes in his Mercedes; he was a well-known figure at the
Cook and Barker pub, where his wake was held.

I found Ian then, and in the nearly 40 years that I knew him, to be
brave, loyal and very professional. He had a great sense of humour.
We helped each other over tough times in the years since Dhofar
and remained good mates. The bonds forged in battle remain for-
ever. There was something about him that made him appear inde-
structible, yet now there is a void. I shall miss him greatly.

Alan Howard

Sqn Ldr Alan G Bourne, AFM, late RAF and
SOAF, died on 31st May 2011 

Alan joined the RAF in 1943,
and trained in Texas as a
fighter pilot. On his return to
the UK he was reassigned as
a General Duties pilot, which
included attachment to the
Glider Pilot Regiment. In
1945, he flew his glider on
the Rhine Crossing (Op
Varsity), the landing faced
heavy enemy fire and Alan
was the only survivor in his
aircraft. He was captured
and, after forced marches
across Germany, he spent

the rest of the war in a German POW camp in Poland.
After the war he spent four years as a local government officer in

the City of London and became a Freeman of the City. He rejoined
the RAF in 1951, retiring in 1970, and joined SOAF as a Viscount
pilot in 1971. He left Oman in 1979.

While in Oman Alan met Margaret Jones, who was head of the
Save the Children Fund there, and they married in 1981. Our
 condolences go to Margaret and to their family.
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Lt Col John Edward-Collins, WKhM;
Sultan’s Commendation, late Devon &
Dorset, HQ SAF, NFR, OG, DG, KJ, died on
15th May 2011 
John had a long, varied and distinguished career in SAF, initially on
loan service and later on contract. 

He first came to SAF in the early 1960s, as a company com-
mander in NFR, at Ibri, and later as a GSO3 at HQ SAF. While at Bait
al Falaj he was written to by a new officer due to join SAF who
asked for details of rail travel in the area as that might offer a more
interesting journey. John immediately reacted and, with others,
invented ‘The Muscat & Oman Railway Company’, complete with
timetables, fares and tickets and with its own headed writing
paper. This bore the Company’s proud motto ‘Per Nizwa Ad Astra’.
All those who knew him have remarked on his sense of humour! 

John returned to SAF on contract in 1968, joining the Oman
Gendarmerie (OG), and was awarded the WKhM the following
year. He became 2i/c in 1971 and stayed with OG until early 1973,
when he was promoted Lieutenant Colonel and appointed CO of
the Dhofar Gendarmerie (DG). When DG was reformed as The
Southern Regiment (KJ) on 1st January 1974, John became the
first CO of the new regiment. 

In retirement in Cornwall John took up the repair and restoration
of antique furniture, and was a local councillor.

Our condolences go to his widow, Mary, and to their family.
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OBITUARIES

Lt Col Roger W. Garlick; R Signals, SAF
1978 to 1985

In 1978 Roger became
CSO London District but
after only six months he
was withdrawn to go to
Oman on Loan Service as
Commander of the
Sultan’s Armed Forces
Signals. He took over
from Major Frank

Partington who had been
holding the fort – almost literally – as this was a time when SAF
Signals were heavily committed supporting the counter-insurgency
operations in Dhofar in the south of Oman. This situation ideally
suited Roger’s single minded and thoroughly professional and prac-
tical approach to communicating and he used his wide experience
at all levels of tactical communications to very good effect. The mil-
itary life and culture in Oman very much appealed to him like so
many who have served in the Sultanate, so much so, that when his
time came to leave in July 1981 he resigned his British commission
and went back to SAF on contract. His personnel background was
put to good effect as SO 1 Personnel in HQ SOLF. He remained
there using his immense experience to prepare for Omanisation.
This led to his being hoist by his own petard as in due course he
was replaced by an Omani! He and his wife Liz, returned to
England in 1985, Roger embarking on his third career by joining
Marconi Communications as their Assistant Marketing Director.
Roger died aged 72 in December 2011 and sadly Liz also died a
month later.

Adrian Bailey

Dr. Donald Taeke Bosch

Dr. Donald Taeke Bosch passed away at Khoula Hospital on
February 6, 2012. He was a friend to all who met him and spent his
life serving others, and he was known for his warm smile, quick
sense of humour, and his empathy for those in need. As a specialist
surgeon who worked in Oman for most of his medical career, he
operated on at least one member of every extended Omani family,
and saved many lives at a time when medical services were lim-
ited. He was the first American to be awarded the Order of Oman
for his service to the country by His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin

Said in 1972.
Dr. Bosch is also widely known as the author of a number of

books on the seashells of Oman and the Gulf Region. But his life
history also includes experience as a decorated World War II sol-
dier, an accomplished public speaker and a competitive tennis
player.

Don’s medical internship and surgical specialisation was
 interrupted by the Second World War. In 1942 Don joined the US
Army Medical Corps, where he was assigned to the 78th Infantry
Division. After several assignments in the US, his unit was
 transferred in 1944 to the European theatre where he served on
the front line as medical officer responsible for treatment of
several thousand soldiers. His unit saw action at the Battle of
the Bulge and later was the first Allied division to cross into
Germany at Remagen. He was promoted to Captain, then
Major, and was awarded the Bronze Star for valour during his
 service. 

Don, as he was known by his friends, arrived in Oman with his
wife Eloise and children in January, 1955, having spent the previ-
ous three years in Iraq learning Arabic and working in the local mis-
sion hospital. They had arrived in the Middle East in 1951 as
missionaries under the Reformed Church of America and would
continue as missionaries until their retirement. Don worked for
many years as a surgeon in the American Mission Hospital in
Mutrah (later called Ar-Rahma Hospital), later becoming Chief
Medical Officer of the hospital and then the Medical Officer in
Charge of the Khola Hospital, having successfully helped to
 incorporate both Mission hospitals into the new Ministry of Health
hospital programme. Upon retiring from his position at Khola
Hospital in 1983, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos awarded the
Bosches Omani nationality and provided a home for them to live in
Haramel, in recognition for their many years of service to the
 people of Oman. 

Don and Eloise made many friends in Oman over the years, and
enjoyed many opportunities to share their home with friends from
all over the globe. They enjoyed square dancing, tennis and shelling
into their 80s, and were counted as good friends by many mem-
bers of SAF. Don’s love of life and joy in meeting new people and
trying new experiences was characteristic of him until the end of
his life. He will be missed by many people who knew him as some-
one who had a deep sense of service to others, always had a kind
greeting, a warm and sympathetic heart, and a wonderful, self-dep-
recating sense of humour. His faith in God sustained him through-
out his life. He was a deeply loved husband, father, grandfather and
great-grandfather, and his death is a grievous loss to his family. He
is survived by his wife of nearly seventy years, Eloise, and by their
sons, David and Donald, and daughter Bonnie.
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Kamal Abdurredha Sultan
It is with great sadness that we have to report the passing away of
Kamal Sultan on the eve of National Day 2011, following major sur-
gery. As a businessman Kamal was the heir to his uncle Haj Ali

Sultan, the Chairman of W.J. Towell & Co LLC. As a visionary and
philanthropist he earned the respect of all around him, helping
needy families, providing employment for young Omanis, increas-
ing awareness of environmental issues and quietly leading the
establishment of the Oman Charitable Organisation. 

Kamal was a fearless writer of many constructive articles in the
press on such matters as the population increase, drought,
tourism, the salination of wells on the Batinah and the decline in
Oman’s fishing resources. Doing much to bring development to the
remote areas, he led parties of ministers on jebel treks to meet the
people through the Royal Air Force of Oman’s civil aid programme.
In the mid-1970s he succeeded Brigadier Colin Maxwell as
President of the Historical Association of Oman. As a good friend of
SAF, his legendary hospitality at his house in Ruwi brought genera-
tions of officers into contact with senior members of civil
Government. 

In June 2000 whilst on holiday in London he suffered a major
stroke, which left him paralysed. The devotion and care of medical
staff, his family and friends enabled him to live for another eleven
years, aware of world events and even able to write long-hand
through a computerised system. To his widow, Naseem, and all his
family, we send our deepest condolences. 

David Insall

chickens, and he developed a hoof oil for cattle
which he sold successfully around the world – a
man of many parts. 

Sep 11 Air Cdre Michael Rayson, Late RAF and SOAF
1974.

11 Sep 11 WO1 (ASM) David Dransfield, late REME, and
SAF EME 1979 to 1982. Together with Raaid Soud

Amour Al Habsi, he established the SAF EME
Technical Training School.

18 Oct 11 Flt Lt MG (Mike) Hall, RAF and SOAF. Mike served
on Loan Service in Northern Oman from 1962 to 64,
flying Piston Provosts and the Beaver, and again, in
Dhofar, from 1971 to 73, flying 205 and 206 helicop-
ters. He was always interested in UFOs and wrote
the article ‘UFOs over Oman’, in the SAF Journal of
2007, in which he described the UFO he was certain
he saw over Ras al Hadd in 1963!

11 Nov 11 Captain DJ Gwynne-James, KSLI, SAF –
MR/SAFTC 1963/64. In 2001, David published the
well-reviewed book, “Letters from Oman”, based
on letters to his future wife, Charmian, to whom,
with their daughters Grania and Fiona, we send our
condolences.

8 Dec 11 Lt Col Malcolm E Vining, late RIR and TOS
(1958-60), second in command MR and GSO1, HQ
SAF 1972-74.

18 Dec 11 Frances-Anne (Fanny), wife of Wg Comd Mike

Sedman, RAFO, 1991-95.
19 Jan 12 Raaid Gordon Dawson MBE, late RAF and the

Hadrami Bedouin Legion (as MTO); ORD Thumrait
and Bait Kashmir, Sohar, 1972-82.

28 Jan 12 Major Russell West, late Gordon Highlanders, SAS
and Sultan’s Special Force 1977-86.

Jan 2012 Mrs Audrey Macmillan, wife of Duncan

MacMillan, late RM, and RAFO (3 Sqn), 1977-81.
Audrey was a nurse with SAF.

16 Feb 12 Colonel Peter Rosser, OBE, late RE; Defence
Attaché, British Embassy, Muscat Oman, 1975-77.

23 Feb 12 Major Athol Whimp, late New Zealand SAS, Oman
Recce Force and WFR 1984-1987 (obit next issue).

Lt Col Ray Stewart, US Defence Attaché 1979-81, writes that:
“Ms. Pat Casey, Ambassador Marshal Wiley’s secretary during
the time I was the Defense Attaché at the American Embassy has
died. I mention this because she had many British friends, dated a
number of SAF officers (!), and was well known among the British
military community during her tenure in Oman – pre-1979 to post
1982.”
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DEATHS
THE FOLLOWING DEATHS HAVE ALSO BEEN RECORDED:

27 May 11 Raaid William (Bill) Blaikie, SAF; HQ SOLF (SO 2
Finance) 1986-90, HQ 11 Inf Bde (Bde Paymaster)
1990-94) 

22 Jun 11 Colonel PRS (Shaun) Jackson, OBE, WKhM, late
RA, AA&QMG, HQ SAF, 1973-75. Shaun’s time in
Oman coincided with the expansion of the SAF re-
equipment and building programmes, including the
MAM project. Prior to his time with SAF, he had
served in Korea, Libya, Borneo, Sharjah, Singapore,
and, after SAF, he was Col AQ to General Creasey

in Northern Ireland and later Chief of Land
Operations at HQ AFCE in Holland.

3 Aug 11 Group Captain John NB Irving, MBE, PhD, late
RAF and SOAF. John Irving served in SOAF from
1980 to 1983, during which time he established the
SOAF Technical Training School (later TT Institute),
first at Seeb and then at Masirah. After leaving
Oman John practised various occupations, generally
at the same time – he was a very active local
 councillor and also an Emergency Planning Officer
with Wiltshire County Councillor, he was a black-
smith, he bred pigs (as a devout Muslim he claimed
to be the only Muslim pig farmer in England) and

Lady Creasey (Annette) died on 28 January 2012. She was
the widow of the late General Sir Timothy Creasey, who was
CSAF from 1972 to1975 and CDS (Oman), 1981 to 1985.

* COPY FOR THE 2013 JOURNAL BY

1ST DECEMBER 2012 – PREFERABLY

BY EMAIL OR ON A DISC PLEASE *
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The BAC 111 article in last year’s Journal reminded me of the occa-
sion just before Christmas 1969 when a BAC 111 landed at Bait al
Falaj airstrip. It was on a sales tour of the Gulf. It circled once over BAF
then came down, a very steep approach, into the wadi and touched
down with a roar from its engines and smoke from its tyres coming to
a standstill just outside HQ SOAF and the Customs and Immigration
barusti. I was somewhat concerned as if it had not stopped in time
it would have gone across the road and into my bait and the
 officers’ mess. This was particularly worrying as for Christmas the
mess had invested in some very good wine for the more mature
officer and a large consignment of beer for the young ‘Knights of
the Air’ of SOAF and I was PMC at the time! The idle officer in the
picture is Ray Coney, the Force Ordnance Officer (below).

I was G2 Int at HQ SAF for the period Dec 68 to Jul 70. I left SAF
on 16 Jul 70 a week before Sultan Qaboos took post. The article
by Ian Buttenshaw on the events of forty years ago is an excellent
summary of that period for SAF, a period when SAF began to suffer
from severe overstretch. He must have been digging into the old
Int Reports compiled by Malcolm Dennison and myself. We were
ably assisted by Sgt Marfleet and L/Cpl Yahya Nasser. The pho-
tos bring back vivid memories. That magnificent soldier, John

Cooper with a Guard of Honour and, as always, immaculate Colin

Maxwell giving a briefing in the fort; (I could feel the heat); and
Richard ‘The Drum’ Anderson with the Sultan at BAF followed by
Tim Landon.

I had first been with SAF at HQ SAF in 1961 on attachment with
some soldiers from my Regiment which was then in Bahrain,
where Clive Brennan was the Adjt. Twice a week a RAF Valetta
flew down with our rations and the mail. One morning, about an
hour before it was due to arrive, I received a signal from Clive to say
that my ‘Domestic Sunray’ was a passenger. My new wife had per-
suaded the RAF to give her a lift to Muscat! Dashed to see CSAF
expecting to be told to send her back but he roared with laughter
and told me to see Colin Maxwell who would fix it. This he did and
she stayed for a week. We were the guests of CO MR and his wife.
At Christmas 1969 CSAF went on leave to the UK and very kindly
lent us his bait for a fortnight and she came again with our six year
old son. He had a splendid holiday spending most of the time in the
Int Dept ‘Hotel’, a large barusti situated at the main entrance to
BAF camp. Great memories. ■

MEMORIES
by Lt Col John McFrederick, WKhM

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers and HQ SAF

Drew Strachan (Cracker Battery 74 & Izki 94)

Jackie Christie-Collins (Physiotherapist SSF 88/89)

Stephen Anderton (Hedgehog Bravo 73/4)

Robin Butler (FST/ORD/SSF 70-78) (not Mike’s wife!)

Chris Rundle (ATC Thumrait 75-78)

Dominic Morley (Loan Service MOD & presently
BAe Muscat)

Les Cooper (Cracker Battery 73-74)

Guy Gowlett (ORD 74-85 Thamriyt & Alhayma)

Paul Stanley (SO3 G3 Ops/Trg HQ SOA 86-88)

Andrew Tranter (EME/MR 86-88)

Ted Glover (JR & OCR 79-82)

Michael Matthews (RAF Salalah 74)

Mike Spiller (RNO SO1 Support 08-11)

Don Sorby (RAF Salalah & Masirah 76-77)

Ray Curtis (RAF Salalah 66-67)

Alan Wyatt (Head of Maths & Physics TTI Seeb 87-89)

Michael Stevens (RAF Salalah 76-77)

JOINED IN 2011

AJ Atkinson Farnham SOAF 71-72
PV Boothroyd Rhosgoch RAFO 93-99
AG Boutler Ibstone SSF 82-98
R Butterworth Martock SOLF 83-??
WP Duthoit Cyprus
KE Emmerson BFPO 140 SIGS 00-03
M Frewtrell Watford SON 79-81
JH Goulbourn Liphook SOLF 82-86
N Hamon Portishead
T Hewlett Morteton-in-Marsh SOAF 74-76
GDA Holt Pevensey Bay JR 71-74
H Mair Aberdeen SON 88-02
RA Piper West Byfleet
JG Rawlins London
NDS Smith Royston KJ 91-92
P Steiner Luxemburg SOAF 75-77
K Marsh Sleaford
NA Collett Hong Kong
VM Verma India

MISSING IN
2011
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I was most pleased and touched by this gesture. I was quite lost
within the hospital and unable to familiarise myself with the surround-
ings. There had been additional building and the inevitable movement
of offices and I would have liked to have spent a couple of days just
roaming around the complex. Gerry was taken to the CO’s office and
entertained there by Rahima who had been the only Omani medical
secretary, amongst several expatriate ladies, in my day. She is now
a civilian administrator with the equivalent rank of Ra’aid. Nassra,
who had been the CO’s secretary but was now retired and a happily
married lady to boot, had also made a special journey to meet me.

HOLIDAY IN OMAN –
SEPTEMBER 2011

by TAM Cook

Aqd Ali, Rashid, TAM, Rabea and Mohammed Hilal.

Rahima, TAM and Nassra.

TAM Cook was a contract officer serving with the Sultan’s Armed
Forces from March 1984 until March 1992. He writes: “This period
of my life came immediately after a full career of 37 years in the
British Army, which culminated with the rank of Lt Col and com-
mand of a Field Hospital. My army career over I did not have time to
let the dust settle before I was once more in uniform, and a mem-
ber of the Force Medical Services (FMS). I was initially the
Administrative Officer of the Force Base Hospital at Muaskar al
Murtafa’a (MAM) Garrison but in 1985, on the opening of the new
Armed Forces Hospital, a short distance away, I was appointed
their first Administrative Officer. The hospital staff at this stage was
mainly expatriate, from the Commanding Officer, Aqeed Max

Roberts, through the 2i/c, initially an Indian officer, and many of the
medical staff; also the nursing staff with a British Matron and many
nursing officers from a variety of countries – British, Singaporean,
Australian, etc. Clerical and members of the cleaning staff were
also recruited from abroad. Our task was to teach our Omani col-
leagues our roles and gradually to do ourselves out of employment.
I had a very happy eight years before an Omani colleague took over,
and assumed my appointment.

In early August 2011 my family and I returned to Oman on holi-
day, staying at one of the most prestigious (and expensive!) hotels
in Oman, the Shangri La’s Barr Al Jissah Resort & Spa. We stayed
in the Al Bandar Hotel of the Resort and a most luxurious place it
proved to be in all respects. Our first few days were spent in visit-
ing all the places that we remembered from our time in Oman and
wondering at the changes, but I had been able to contact the cur-
rent CO of the Armed Forces Hospital who had expressed his wish
for me to get in touch and gave me his telephone number. This,
after some mishaps, I eventually managed to do and fixed a date. 

My wife, Gerry, and I were collected by transport from the hos-
pital and conveyed there to be met by the CO, Aqeed Ali. He pro-
ceeded to take me on a tour of the hospital and introduced me to
the staff. I was pleasantly surprised to find that there were many
still serving who knew me from nearly twenty years earlier. My
good friend and colleague, Rashid Salim, who had retired the pre-
vious month, had come to the hospital from his home village of
Quriyat just to meet me. 

The next day we spent at the hotel enjoying the facilities until we
were collected by transport from the hospital and conveyed to the
magnificent Al Shafaq Officers’ Club. This is a fabulous, marbled,
large, two-storey building which was erected in place of the former
SAF Aqua Club, well known by many former expatriate service per-
sonnel. It is palatial in appearance, has large halls and can accom-
modate any aspect of entertainment or conference, etc. The CO
and officers of the AFH had invited us to the buffet supper which is
held there on Tuesday evenings and an excellent meal it was. The
Club has two gymnasiums – one for men and the other for women
– two swimming pools, one for children and the other has mixed
bathing. There is also a large bar! An accommodation block is
almost completed which will allow short term stays. The beach is a
short walk beyond the swimming pools, has several huts with bar-
becue equipment and can be hired for the day. Officers may take
out membership, at a modest sum, for themselves and families
and it is, understandably, very popular. We spent a most enjoyable
evening here and were indeed sorry when it had to come to an end
and we were once more taken back to our hotel.

On our last day, we had only been at the airport a short time
when we were pleasantly surprised to be greeted by Rahima
accompanied by her two sons. She had come to the airport spe-
cially to bid us farewell, to introduce her sons and to present us
with a print of an Omani coastal scene. So ended a fabulous holi-
day – it had been great to see so many of my former friends and
colleagues but the changes in the environment, from what I had
been used to all those years ago, were a little disappointing. I pre-
sume my inner self had somehow expected things to be as they
were in those days but they never are – are they?” ■
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Like many old Dhofar hands, we had been talking about it for nearly
40 years – should we go back, or not? In the end we decided the
answer was yes, for all sorts of reasons, but mainly to put the old
ghosts to rest. Next decision, do we take the famous and well
acclaimed “Knocker Tour”, or do we do it another way? Whilst the
tours are great experiences, the fact that Rick Williams and I had
overlapping tours – serving together from Dec 1971-Feb 1973, (he
started in March 1971 – I left in August 1973) in the same company
(2 Coy DR), made it a no brainer – our shared experiences made it
essential we spent as long as we liked exploring those areas that
were important to us. Next decision – do we take our better
halves? Neither Claire nor Vanessa had ever visited Oman,
although they had heard the war stories on many occasions, and
thus they knew an awful lot. In the end it was agreed they would
understand Rick and I a little better (after all these years?) and
 perhaps more importantly to look at the current day Oman through
unjaundiced eyes, adding a different perspective. The planning
then started. 

We reckoned about 3 weeks would cover it, and as we were
freelancing we needed inside help. Who better than our old pro-
tégé, Yousuf Khalfan Al Buseidi, who shared that same time with
us both. One of his sons, Badr, was studying at Portsmouth, so we
had several evenings in a local hostelry discussing the route with
him, and through him advice from Yousuf. Ian Buttenshaw also
volunteered to assist, and so the plan was hatched. We decided to
travel in October/November as the weather was more likely to be
friendly. As Rick and Claire have friends in Abu Dhabi, who hap-
pened to own a hire car company, we flew there first, whence we
drove 2 Nissans, complete with desert recovery gear (which we
used once) supplied by our friends, to Oman. We did take time out
to see the Sheik Zayed Grand Mosque – recently completed, this
magnificent building is well worth a visit. 

So we drove into Oman and our first stop was Muscat – one of
Yousuf’s sons met us near Seeb Airport and guided us through the
rush hour to the Crowne Plaza, where we met Ian Buttenshaw,
who provided us with marked maps for the places we wanted to
go, plus a letter from CRAO granting our group entry to any military
establishment in the country. The next day we met Yousuf at his
house north of Seeb, where we received our orders – Yousuf had
given his sons roles to assist us in our tour, and they were
extremely efficient; then we relaxed for the day, before having din-
ner in the Officers’ Club, departing with Yousuf next morning to Izki
camp for lunch. We were joined by one of our former platoon com-
manders, Ali Khamis. How different this was to our day, when Izki
was a detached Company Group outpost – it was the home of
2 Coy DR from July 1972 to Jan 1973, and it was from there that

WE DID IT OURWAY
…but then for those Members who know us, we would, wouldn’t we

by Alan Howard and Rick Williams

Yousuf, sons and ‘brothers’.

In the event we were shown quite the most extraordinary amount
of kindness, hospitality and guidance from CRAO downwards – all
quite overwhelming really given that we had hoped to slip into and
out of Oman quietly for a low key/nostalgic return to see many of
the places that we remembered both in the north and in Dhofar.

the uprising in the North was quelled in December 1973 (see Ian

Rycroft’s obit) and in which 2 Coy DR played such a pivotal role.
We were treated like royalty, and were amazed at how the
enlarged camp had developed – and, by the same token, the
Omani Gunners were fascinated by our description of Izki in the
early 1970s. We then proceeded to Nizwa, staying at Yousuf’s farm
for a few days; we went to the fort and the sooq, as well as visiting
the camp, which housed JR in our day. From Nizwa we drove south
to Salalah through the Empty Quarter, getting to the Crowne Plaza
for sunset. We based in Salalah for 9 nights, as we intended to trip
around from there.

Izki Camp Sept 1972.

Salalah Sunset – everyday!
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The “battlefield” tour then started in earnest. We visited
Mughsayl, where 2 Coy DR had been attached from Akoot to JR
from Dec 1971 to end of March 1972 to form part of the Leopard
line – it was at Mughsayl where, and to Rick’s huge amusement, I
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WE DID IT OUR WAY

Road to Hauf from Black April 1972.

Road to Hauf and border post today.

Mughsayl – first Skyvan 1971.

Nigel Knocker, Nick Holbrook and Tom Bremridge Black April 1972.

Skyvan landing Simba April 1972.

used to talk to the donkeys, and which was attacked on numerous
occasions by the ‘Adoo’. Wadi Darbat – where we had many
punchups in 1973, and of course Tawi Atair, where there is still an
outpost, and where our magic pass allowed us to walk over the
position. Thence to Taqah and the site where Rick in the lead truck
of our convoy (I was in number 2) had been blown up by a TM46
mine, after our friend Spike Powell had told us “Don’t worry
mates, it’s all clear”. Rick returned to the Coy 24 hours later –
bruised, ears still ringing but smiling and keen to re-join the fight!
From there to Mirbat, site of the famous battle, and back to base.
We then visited Wadi Jarsis, to the site of the Diana positions, and
the place where I had been shot in April 1973 after Rick had ended
his tour. Op Diana had been another DR op, which was designed to
prevent Adoo attacks on Salalah in early 1973, and which saw
much Adoo resistance.

We were invited to dinner at Umm Al Gwarif, and Rick and I were
sure that our host had been on the other side! When he led us to
Sarfait the next day for lunch, we stopped off at his village over-
looking the Sherishiti Caves, which he knew all about! By this time
the word had got around that the Loonies in 2 black Abu Dhabi reg-
istered Nissans were belting around the roads, and the roadblocks
magically opened up with smiles and waves as we dashed through. 

It was very weird to be back on Black and White at Sarfait.
Although Rick had been instrumental in the planning of Op Simba,
he had to drop out with chronic dysentery a few days in advance,
handing over to Tom Bremridge, Coy 2ic. Rick was due to lead the
night patrol to White to secure the heli landing site for first light, but
I was drafted in to do this (yomping and marshalling helis is, after

all, an RM core skill). Tom himself then had to drop out with a back
injury less than 24 hours before the op, making me acting Coy
Comd the day after my 23rd. birthday – it was too late to appoint
anyone more responsible! Paul Hodgson of the “Ah Mud Kar”
Sqn was drafted in as Coy 2ic for a week until Tom could return and
take over again. Rick had thus never seen Sarfait, so this completed
a missing part of his knowledge in an Op in which he had played a
key role in the planning and mounting. Yousuf had played the main
part in the defensive positioning of 2 Coy after the main force
arrived, while I registered targets and blew trenches. Although it
was misty on the day we visited, the terrain below the escarpment
had clearly been developed significantly since 1972, including a
smart border post. I have 1972 photos of Nigel Knocker, Nick

Holbrook, Tom and Alex Lamond on Op Simba, among others, and
was able to retrace my steps to the same locations – it was surreal.
After lunch and a tour of the whole position, we set off back to base.
Next came ‘Akoot’. Rick’s first tour in Dhofar started when he was
deployed to ‘Akoot’ as 2ic of 2 Coy – the Forward Operating Base
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WE DID IT OUR WAY

Capstan from Black April 1972.

Capstan today.

(FOB) for DR (alternating with NFR) that was north of the tree line in
the south west of Dhofar. It was here – on a reverse slope – that

are justly proud of their achievements. The ladies were able to give
a rounder perspective of the country as it currently is. Tea with
jebalis, discussions with wives and daughters, and an appreciation
of Omani culture made the trip a much more balanced experience.
Whether they understood more about our own peculiar habits, I’m
not so sure!!

We said goodbye to Ian, whose assistance was much appreci-
ated. We then drove back to Abu Dhabi, where we had dinner with
Andrew Swindale (NFR when we were in Izki), and thence flew
home. 

We achieved everything that we set out to do except where the
mine threat still prevails and so we ‘viewed’ from an appropriate
distance as was the case at Akoot (Aqut) and the area to the north
of Raysut. As Rick was blown up by a TM46 on the road to Taqah
and then again years later in NI, we decided not to push our luck!!

On our reflection of the times, we concluded the level of respon-
sibility was very high, and every seconded or contract officer in SAF
had to step up and accept that. Every one of us has unique experi-
ences, but many of us have shared them, either at the time or
since. We were proud to have served in SAF, DR and 2 Coy –
Yousuf said they still spoke in DR of the Royal Marine lunatics of
2 Coy, even today; he may have been polite, but Yousuf and Ali
Khamis certainly remembered us, and that was enough. In our own
way we like to think we have contributed something to the modern
Oman.

We will be back!! ■

Tim Taylor was killed shortly after Rick’s arrival in Dhofar for his
first tour, which is when he assumed command of 2 Coy. We were
anxious to see Akoot for the last time and so, given the risks of
unexploded ordnance in the immediate vicinity of ‘Akoot’, we
were, at least, able to see 2 Coy’s former positions from a distance
and where Tim fell and evidence of the Coy’s temporary patrol
bases further to the south.

In between, we visited the Museum in Salalah, had a look
around sooqs and shops, went out for meals and enjoyed the
beach. Yousuf had kindly offered to arrange accommodation at SAF
houses/bases, but we explained that when we were on the jebel –
and especially at Mughsayl – we had said one day there will be a
smart hotel on the beach, and we will come back, stay there and
look back at the jebel. Our dream came true.

All these places had memories for us, of ops and Comrades in
Arms. At Mughsayl it was interesting for instance to retrace a night
patrol which nearly ended in disaster, but for Yousuf’s antennae in
sensing the Adoo ambush. Operations around Akoot were recalled
as we mapread around the environs. Our time around Tawi Atair,
and above the Wadi Darbat, and the ops north of Taqah all came
back vividly. It was also fascinating to take an “Adoo’s eye view” of
our locations. We were there in Dhofar at a critical time – Op
Leopard, Op Simba, Op Diana and others – all on our watch – plus
the crushing of the uprising in the North – and all the minor skir-
mishes which were a part of everyday life, so long ago.

And so back to the north. After the long drive back to the Crowne
Plaza, Muscat, we had a few days to tour around and see the mod-
ern offerings of Oman, although we visited the Museum at Bait Al
Falaj and visited Yousuf once more to recall old times with his fam-
ily. We liked modern day Oman. The people are very friendly and Sponsored by Charles Kendall Group
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On 5/6th July Colonel Nigel Knocker and I were invited to make a
presentation on the Dhofar War to 2 Rifles (Formerly RGJ) at
Abercorn Barracks in Ballykinler. The invitation came from Ed

Willing, the Training Officer, the son of Hugh Willing an ex-
Defence Attaché to Oman and staunch supporter of the
Association. We had each given separate presentations along with
others earlier in the year to the same group of American students
from Fort Leavenworth. On those occasions the presentations had
been fairly brief followed by lengthy question and answer sessions.
The American Generals McCrystal and Petraeus do seem to have
opened their doors in recent years to draw on wider views. Their
current guru, whom they quote frequently, is the Australian
counter-insurgency specialist David Kilcullen.

The 2 Rifles completed their first tour in Helmand province in
2009 where they were engaged directly in operations against the
Taliban. Their second tour in September 2010 would be of a very
different nature, primarily training and mentoring elements of the
ANA (Afghan National Army) at company and battalion level.

We flew from Bristol and arrived at Belfast City about midday to
be met for the hour’s drive to Ballykinler. Much has changed for
those who were stationed there during the Troubles. MoD security
reigns supreme and nothing happens until a photographic ID has
been issued (in a process that takes a few minutes). Gone are the
barrack rooms and most soldiers now enjoy individual rooms. After
luncheon in the Mess the training programme was explained to us.
The battalion was briefed for deployment in January and intense
training commenced in April. Our contribution was part of the
Brigade mentoring week in July.

OMAN-V-AFGHANISTAN
RELEVANT?

by Mike Lobb

The Battle Group comprised 2 Rifles, 26 Regt RA QRH and QDG,
RE and logistics elements. That afternoon we were shown equip-
ment, Coyote, Jackal and Husky vehicles, quad bikes and Javelin
antitank missiles adapted for explosive entry. Lead scouts now
carry a seven shot pump-action shotgun with either a solid shot
Hatton round or nine pellets. A knowledgeable Cpl Young demon-
strated the Vallon mine detector for us. We listened as an RMP Sgt
conducted a foreign weapon training period (RPG, AK47, AKM,

AKMS, Makarov and Tokarev – no change there!). The difference
now was that he was teaching the troops how to conduct (simple)
forensic testing for explosives and bagging weapons for evidence.
A single DNA test cost £60 and up to ten tests may be conducted on
a single weapon. The financial mathematics is simply mind-boggling.

Individual kit carried was helmet, anti-blast goggles (plain, dark and
tinted), gloves, body armour, ballistic nappy, webbing, camouflage
jacket and trousers. It is mandatory. Ear defenders are individually
fitted (four sets, two with the soldiers, two with the QM). Unchanged
for almost 100 years, the only item I recognised was a sandbag.

The importance of communication and language has been
addressed not only with the attendance by individuals on language
courses (still at Beaconsfield but the bounty has risen from £125 in
1973 to £2,500 and £20,000+ for the long language course) but
interpreters will be on a scale of one per two people. In addition
they received lectures on culture, history, religion and psychology
of influencing people (as psy-ops is now known!).

We were both very conscious that most of our audience had not
been born when we operated in Dhofar. Indeed Nigel was at Staff
College with the CO’s (Bill Wright) father.

Colonel Nigel started by giving an overview of the Dhofar War, its
causes, history and the structure of SAF. I followed with specific
incidents (usually related to mutiny and other aspects of indisci-
pline) that I hoped would not relate to their deployment. We were
able to remind them of former RGJ who had served in SAF and
Dhofar: Graham McKinley and Chris Kemball who served in NFR,
Don Nairn, KIA 1979 serving with FF, Jolyon Jackson, KJ,
Jeremy Russell, KJ, Mike Smith, MC serving with Firqat Forces,
John Cumming, LI, Mike McGarrigle, Bill Foxton, FF (died
2010), Tony Swift, died in ammunition accident, Tim Taylor, killed
on operations at Akoot whilst serving with DR, Alex Gardiner, SSF
and John Pentreath, with HQ Dhofar Brigade and Roger

Luscombe, serving with the Intelligence Cell. We also pointed out
the numbers of senior officers who had ‘cut their teeth’ in the
Dhofar War: Lords Stirrup, Slim and Guthrie as well as Knights

Tim Creasey, Peter De La Billiere, Johnnie Watts, Mike Rose,
Mike Wilkes, John Foley and John Akehurst. 

Although in time 36 years apart, some aspects are common to
both conflicts. Oman and Afghanistan are only 500 miles apart and
both Islamic countries. At the start of both wars, each country had
large, impoverished, subsistence level rural populations enjoying
very little development, and suffering from a lack of basic infra-
structure, social amenities, health services, education systems and
other social benefits, particularly for their disenfranchised women.

Oman had, and Afghanistan now has multi-national forces, fight-
ing largely indigenous enemies enjoying cross border safe havens,
PDRY in the case of Oman, and Pakistan in the case of
Afghanistan. ISAF comprises representatives of some 42 coun-
tries, and SAF enjoyed support from the British, Iranian and
Jordanian armed forces.

In Oman we had Arabic speaking Omanis from the north operat-
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ing amongst Jebali speaking Dhofaris in the south. In Afghanistan
the Dari speaking ANA are recruited in the north and operate
amongst the Pushtu speaking population in the south. 

But thereafter one is conscious of significant differences.
Size – Afghanistan many times bigger than Oman both in terms

of area and population. Helmand, not vastly different in size from
Dhofar, is just one of 34 provinces.

In Oman, we were the lead player, not so in Afghanistan where
the Americans call the shots.

Equipment – we improvised in Oman. In Afghanistan there
appears to be no end to the technology of satellite and drone pro-
vided intelligence. (Programmed flights flown a given time interval
apart can detect and identify any changes on the ground.) Until
1974 our best maps were only 1:100,000 scale with no contours
and scant place names. But this did oblige us to befriend and help
the locals and Firqat in order to gain information.

In Oman, at battalion and company level we were not conscious
of the political steering but in Helmand it is daily news at all levels.

In Oman HM the Sultan was the readily accepted new regime.
In Afghanistan Hamid Karzai (himself a product of a CIA selection)
was installed after a very dubious election in November 2009.

We had no press in Oman but in Afghanistan they are both
embedded and roaming free. Nor were there any NGOs (Non
Government Organisations) in Oman. All development was funded
entirely by Oman, and all ‘aid’ to Oman went to the Sultan who,
alone, decided the spending priority. Thus all improvements were
credited to the Government, not to foreign aid, which is vital for
winning hearts and minds to the government cause.

Up to 1973 oil price rise, Oman was very short of funds and the
war consumed most of the national budget. After 1973, Oman was
able significantly to increase development and military expenditure
but the eye-popping amounts being spent in Afghanistan would
have been beyond our imagining. (One American commander at
battalion level had a budget of $19m for his six month tour.)

Even the phraseology cast us in a good light. PFLOAG was
known by us, the population and even themselves as ‘adoo’ – enemy.
An SEP (as we called them; in modern parlance they are ‘defec-
tors’, SEPs discard their weapons in a contact before they become
CEPs) was brought in and on being asked who he was, he replied
‘Ana adoo’! In Afghanistan the enemy is the Taliban (literally ‘stu-
dents’ but specifically ‘students of religion’ and in usage more akin
to ‘disciples’). Psychologically, we were on a winner. All westerners
serving in Omani units on the front line spoke Arabic and/or Baluchi
whilst very few foreigners in Afghanistan speak Dari or Pushtu.

With the exceptions of the Iranians, Jordanians, Cracker Battery,
the Royal Engineer and RAF Regiment squadrons, Brits whether
loan service or contract were wholly integrated into SAF at all lev-
els, wearing the same uniforms and carrying the same weapons. In
Afghanistan foreign troops stand out like sore thumbs and may
appear as invaders to the local populace.

We were (largely) working with Omani troops and administration
for any casualties was dealt with swiftly. (A Firqat killed south of
Akoot was buried on the spot.) Many British casualties were buried
in Oman. British casualties in Helmand are the responsibility of a
coroner in UK and can take up to 2 1/2 years to process. Every seri-
ous injury is the subject of an enquiry.

With air support, we knew by name the SOAF pilots flying for us.
In Helmand when they require air support, they may get an

American A10 Warthog one day and a French Mirage the next.
Nevertheless, despite the significant differences it is fundamen-

tally about people, the meeting of different cultures and persuasion
of an ideological viewpoint.

We were grateful to Lt Col Bill Wright for his most generous
hospitality, helping us keep in touch with the modern army and the
opportunity to demonstrate to 2 Rifles that what they were trying
to achieve could be done, because we had done it. In the service of
the Sultan, we won our war. ■
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OMAN-V-AGHANISTAN

STORM FRONT
By Rowland White, published in hardback by Bantam Press in June 2011,
at £18.99. ISBN 978-0-5930643-5-1 

To the rest of the world the Dhofar War might seem to have been a
small-scale, localised affair, but to the Sultanate of Oman and to all
those who took part in it, it was a significant episode in maintaining
the security of a sovereign state at the same time as spelling defeat
for the only communist Arab state. Interestingly, there is a growing
awareness, among soldiers preparing to fight in Afghanistan, of the
lessons to be learned, re-learned or even remembered from the
Dhofar War.

By way of introduction the author has set in context all the ele-
ments involved, assuming his readers know nothing or are merely
looking for an exciting war story. He sets out the political and social
background to the war, as well as the history of the major players –
SAF, SOAF and the SAS, and he does this well, if at times at breath-
taking speed. He covers in detail events in Dhofar during the years
1970 to 1972, with the heart of the story based around the SAS
(BATT) and, in particular, the Battle of Mirbat in July 1972. But he
also explains the complexities of operations involving the Firqat and
gives full credit to SAF’s inspired occupation of Sarfait, Op Simba,
and the associated extension of the position, and spells out the
importance of SOAF’s support not just at Mirbat, where it was criti-
cal, but in all its different ways. He makes clear too, the importance
of the groundwork for civil development that was a part of SAF and
BATT’s remit.

Rowland Wright has talked to many of the participants of the
Dhofar War, at different levels, and has relied on them for the
details of his story and there is no doubt that many other views will
be expressed by those he didn’t catch up with, but nevertheless
this is a fast-moving and at times dramatic account of a major part
of Oman’s history and it will appeal to anyone interested in that his-
tory, as well as to the student of military history. It is a useful addi-
tion to the growing range of books about this part of the world.

John Quinn

BOOK REVIEW

ASSOCIATION ICE BUCKETS
SAF Association Ice Buckets are available from

Nigel Knocker, address page 3, at £29 each including p&p.
Cheque payable to The SAF Association.
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For many years environmental matters have had a high profile in
Oman, but a new Royal Decree covering the structure and opera-
tion of voluntary societies enabled a dedicated group of volunteers
to get together and form the Environment Society of Oman (ESO).
Led by Her Highness Sayyida Tania bint Shabib Al Said as
President, with her brother HH Sayyid Tarik as Patron, it was offi-
cially registered in March 2004. 

The Society aims to promote public awareness of environmental
issues, as well as carrying out or helping to fund scientific research
to further the conservation of Oman’s terrestrial and marine
species. The logo depicts a turtle, representing the marine environ-
ment, surrounding the image of an Arabian tahr, Oman’s only near-
endemic large terrestrial mammal. “Just some sort of a goat?”, I
can hear people say, “Is it really that important?” Well, in 1976 we
took Sir Peter Scott to the top of Jebel Aswad in the Wadi Sareen
Nature Reserve in a SOAF helicopter and walked him to the edge
of the cliff, where he saw a female tahr trailing its young on a ledge
just below him. He declared, “That’s the rarest animal I’ve ever
seen in the wild.” Recently its genetic status was upgraded from
species to genus, as taxonomists decided that the world’s three
tahr species were in fact so different that each warranted the sta-
tus of a separate genus. Oman is privileged to be the world’s main
guardian of such an important animal.

From the outset ESO has had a strong marine section with a
number of specialists involved in whale, dolphin, turtle and coral
conservation, Sayyida Tania herself a qualified marine biologist. The
society has made some impressive discoveries. The sheer diver-
sity of issues that lie under the heading ‘environment’ has meant
that the society has been fully stretched by activities in so many
fields. The first group activity was a wadi clean-up near the airport,
with refreshments provided by a local company. Aimed as a fun
occasion, it was a chance for members to meet one another and do
something to help the environment, albeit a token contribution that
was then publicised to a much wider parish via the media.

The anti-plastic bag campaign was launched with co-operation
from several major supermarkets. ESO sold and gave away
reusable jute carrier bags to save hundreds of plastic bags entering
land-fill sites. Apart from the fossil fuel needed to produce the plas-
tic, they have killed goats and sheep all over the country – even a
cow near ‘Ibri – because
plastic gets tangled up in
the rumen.

ESO hosted a visit of
the Director-General the
International Union for the
Conservation of Nature

THE ENVIRONMENT SOCIETY
OF OMAN

by David Insall

Adult Female Plus Juv.

Recently its genetic status was upgraded from species to genus, as
taxonomists decided that the world’s three tahr species were in fact

so different that each warranted the status of a separate genus. 

Adult Male.
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THE ENVIRONMENT SOCIETY OF OMAN

(IUCN) and since then has became a full civil society member. With
a full-time manager and an Omani trainee manager as her under-
study, the Society began extensive engagement with national and
international organisations on many fronts. In 2006 with ESO partic-
ipation Oman hosted a meeting of 24 countries from the Indian
Ocean and South-east Asia region, at which agreement was
reached to coordinate research and conservation of turtles. 

On the terrestrial side members attended lectures on topics
ranging from the Arabian tahr and the critically endangered Arabian
leopard, to landscape conservation and microbiological methods of
disposing of hydrocarbon waste in oilfield operations. Tahr conser-
vation has been hindered by its common local perception as ‘just a
type of goat’. Here the taxonomists in another continent unwit-
tingly did it an injustice by changing the Latin name from
Hemitragus jayakari to Arabitragus jayakari, in other words a ‘half-
goat’ became an ‘Arabic [whole] goat’. Attempts to play down the
goat connection suddenly hit the rocks. If only they’d consulted
someone in Oman before choosing the new name!

scape and are the basis of natural food chains of insects, reptiles
and native birds. ESO later published Clive Winbow’s book ‘The
Native Plants of Oman – An Introduction’, aimed at gardeners and
amateur botanists who want to learn about native plants or even
grow them in their gardens, drawing on his extensive experience in
wild plant gardening. 

ESO has been active in influencing environmental protection,
including the introduction of environmental topics into the National
Curriculum to increase awareness among future generations of
Omanis; representation on the Majlis ash Shura’s special commit-
tee examining waste disposal in Oman, equivalent to giving evi-
dence at a parliamentary select committee. Although ESO is
always careful to avoid creating a negative image by opposing
development, some projects have been deemed unacceptable by
international norms. One of these was a proposal to drive a new
road through highly sensitive flora, fauna and archaeological sites at
Kharfot, between Rakhyut and Dhalkut, now rescinded. Another
was a proposal to build a coal-fired power station at Duqm, but dis-

cussions among many stakeholders
have resulted in a decision to use gas
to fuel the energy needs of this mas-
sive new industrial development.
ESO members and staff have been
involved as members of the techni-
cal committees working with the
Smithsonian Institution to design the
new Oman Natural History Museum.
Haya Water, now responsible for
waste water treatment and re-use,
have invited ESO members to join
the steering committee overseeing
joint research with Sultan Qaboos
University into improved treatment
systems that will enable recycled
water to be used for crop growing or
even re-injection into ground water
aquifers. This is hardly ‘fluffy Panda’
conservation stuff but critical to

 feeding an expanding population in the future. 
Research into marine mammals and turtles continues to amass

high grade scientific data essential for conservation of the rare and
endangered species living in Oman’s coastal waters. Much work
has been done to support the Ministry of Environment and Climate
Affairs (MECA) in managing the corals of the Dimaniyat Islands
Nature Reserve, extending to material support for a scientific sur-
vey of Osprey nesting grounds there, which also took in the cliffs of
Fahal Island and the main Sawadi island. Clean-up campaigns have
been carried out to remove nets discarded by fishermen as well as
other litter from coral reefs. Mooring buoys have been deployed to
enable snorkellers and divers to moor their boats without dropping
anchor and damaging the corals.

A major project was set up to tag turtles at Masirah including the
globally endangered Loggerheads, and Hawksbills at the Dimaniyat
Islands which provide the largest nesting ground of this critically
endangered species in the world. The progress of tagged turtles
can be followed on www.seaturtle.org  Funding for this work has
included grants from the US Fish and Wildlife Service and the US
Marine Turtle Conservation Fund. ESO funded and recruited

Arabian Leopard Young Female.

ESO is currently supporting an Omani researcher carrying out a study
of the use and management of frankincense, which will demon-
strate best practice so that the trees and harvesting of the product
from them can survive the pressures of modern development.

ESO works with the Ministry of Environment and Climate
Affairs, giving valuable technical and material support where
needed. On seeing the new ‘hamiyah’ – traditional conservation
area – at the Defence Studies Centre set in RAFO Ghala, COSSAF
initiated the publication of a book setting out Government policy on
the importance of using native trees for landscaping. Later on ESO
offered to publish a civilian version of the book in both English and
Arabic ‘Landscaping with Omani Wild Trees’. Covering only a hand-
ful of the most important species, it explains the reasons for the
policy: taking desert land for development can be followed by a
much larger payback for the environment if trees such as the Ghaf,
Selem, Sarh and Sidr are used for the infrastructure of gardens and
built-up areas. They use less water, a critical environmental issue,
and are resistant to the diseases that plague imported trees. The
long term pay-back is the way they ‘belong’ to the Omani land-
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THE ENVIRONMENT SOCIETY OF OMAN

servation is urgent. Any information people can pass to ESO about
whale sightings recent or past will help to complete the complex
jigsaw puzzle of this endangered mammal’s lifestyle and help the
Oman Government to find ways of preventing its extinction.

The role of ESO’s corporate sponsors has been pivotal in
enabling these projects to take place. The full detail of the society’s
work can be viewed on www.eso.org.om  With an eye to the

future, brainstorming sessions are cur-
rently being held to enable members to
re-visit the society’s strategy and activi-
ties. This includes finding ways of
attracting more Omani members to
enable more events to be held in the
medium of Arabic, so that environmen-
tal action can be networked throughout
the Sultanate. Local people in the
remoter regions are the natural
guardians of Oman’s natural heritage.
The first Members’ Forum produced
stimulating discussion involving a higher
than ever proportion of Omanis helping
to shape what looks like an even
stronger future for the Society. ■

Selem Acacia.

Humpback Whale Breaching.

rangers on Masirah to supplement the MECA ones. Local women
were recruited and trained to do data entry for two years. In 2009
an ESO recruit and the MECA Head Ranger went to Florida for a
one-month training visit. Two ATV quad bikes were provided by
ESO for ranger use to minimise surface damage in areas being
monitored. ESO specialists developed survey protocols for nesting
beaches to ensure the results were scientifically robust. Proposals
to establish a major nature reserve on Masirah are currently being
drawn up as technical support for MECA.

The Society has deployed response teams to rescue stranded
whales and dolphins for a number of years. Years of research led by
Robert Baldwin and a team of ESO marine specialists have led to
the discovery that the Humpbacked Whales in Omani waters are
actually a separate non-migratory sub-population of Baleen Whale.
This major find has been accepted by the international scientific
community. With a population of only about a hundred, their con-

“CHICKEN STREET”
By John Lane, was published in 2011 by John Lane Books and is available
from Amazon Kindle Bookstore, price £3.94. It can be downloaded to any
similar e-reader device.

The author, John Lane, was a career officer in the Royal Navy. He
was in HQ SON in 1982 and commanded the SON Naval Training
Centre at Sur (Ras al Hadd) in 1983, and retired from the RN in 1990.
In retirement (!) John has had several jobs world wide with a number
of charitable organisations. (http://www.johnlanebooks.com)

One of these was in 1992/3, with the HALO Trust, as head of
mission to the Trust’s mine-clearing project in Kabul. Chicken Street
lies in the local shopping area of Kabul close to where the Trust had
its office and accommodation and from where the author oversaw
and supported the de-mining teams in the field. We are all aware of
the potential problems involved, particularly as a result of the media
coverage of current operations in Afghanistan. In 1992, it was variously
estimated that between 10 and 50 million mines and unexploded
ordnance of all natures, laid indiscriminately by the Russians and rather
more deliberately by the warring mujahideen factions, needed to be
cleared. Not surprisingly there are many examples quoted of fatalities

e- BOOK REVIEW
among the local population as well as the clearers themselves, some
of whom had been trained locally. In the background, and sometimes
rather closer to home is the impact of the battle for control of Kabul, and
therefore of Afghanistan, between the three major mujahideen groups.

This story, based on the author’s diaries of the time, is presented
in a matter-of-fact way with a light touch and interspersed with
many vivid descriptions of the dramatic countryside in which it all
takes place. The day-to-day lives of the main characters involved,
both Afghan and expatriate, are an important feature of the book
and together with the unsurprising descriptions of the bureaucratic
forces at work – British, Afghan and Pakistani (visas, money, sup-
plies, bicycles, fuel etc), help to put the whole picture into perspec-
tive, without hiding the horrors. The final section of the book is a
compilation of media reported events in Afghanistan from 1993 to
the present, listed without comment – it makes chilling reading.

Interspersed with this story of today’s Afghanistan, the author
makes reference to and comparison with features of the three
Anglo-Afghan Wars of 1839-41, 1878-81 and 1919 and cleverly
weaves what happened then, and why, into the background of the
country’s history. It is a novel approach in an interesting book.

John Quinn
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40 YEARS AGO
by Ian Buttenshaw
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Operations Mid 1971

Offensive operations continued towards the monsoon; these were battalion, two-battalion and joint SAF/Firqat operations,
which caused a lot of enemy casualties and brought an increase in SEPs, and also the capture of some of the enemy heavy
weapons, such as the MR/Firqat Operation in the jebel area on 4-5 May (Operation Gibbet) that resulted in the capture of
a 75mm RCL.

Meanwhile NFR were establishing a new position at Akoot (also called Karlsberg), out of the treeline north of Shirishitti.This
continually drew enemy attention and fire, but proved a good base for battalion operations into the treeline, which were the
first in the western area since it had been abandoned two years previously.The Akoot position was strengthened by the
deployment of a 5.5 Artillery Gun and ACS.

Firqats were increasingly integrated into operations with varying success.
However, their knowledge of their own tribal areas was proving invaluable.

The Akoot
position

On 12th and 13th June, Gendarme Musalim
was guide to half of C Company, the Muscat
Regiment, deployed on Operation Coniston in
the Jebel Halot area. During the morning the

half company was in close and continuous contact with a strong
enemy force. In the thick mist, the half company was, at one
stage, virtually cut off from the main battalion position.
Regardless of the heavy weight of fire, Musalim moved from
group to group, guiding them along the difficult slippery route
back to safety.  He constantly went forward to ensure the route
was clear and at one stage seized a light machine gun and
moved towards the enemy, firing as he went in order to help
recover a wounded man. It was greatly due to his courage and
great contempt for the enemy that the company commander
extricated his force intact.

Later in the afternoon Musalim was with a picquet during the
withdrawal from the Halot, when again the enemy attacked at
close range. He helped to guide in the withdrawing picquet,
and while assisting a party to carry a wounded man he
frequently exposed himself to accurate and sustained fire.
While doing so, he was shot dead by a burst from an automatic
weapon.

His personal valour and courage were outstanding. His concern
for the successful withdrawal of the soldiers of the Muscat
Regiment, and his total lack of concern for his own safety were
an example of devoted duty to everyone engaged on the
operation.

Sultan’s Gallantry Medal
Posthumous Award

Gendarme Musalim Suhail Zaidi,
OG.  Guide near Jebel Halot in
Dhofar on 12th and 13th June 1971.

Above: The Officer’s mess, and right; Sentry
on watch, both at Akoot

Protected sleeping accomodation at Akoot

Above: B Coy NFR building a road to the camp at
Akoot

Right: 5.5 inch firepower in defense of Akoot
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The Situation Mid 1971

The immediate post-accession military aims had been
achieved. Although the war was being taken to all parts of
the Jebel, SAF still did not have a permanent position on
it, and the enemy were able to move freely about it during
the monsoon. Despite the success of recruiting Dhofaris into
Firqat, the same was not true of the Dhofar Gendarmerie.
Thus, recruiting of additional Baluch to form a Baluch Guard
Force for defending static positions on the plain was
necessary, to release the resident infantry battalion for
offensive operations.

Some form of military success was essential. The economy
was taking strain and morale of certain sections of the
population was down, because the feeling was that too much
money was being spent on the war and not enough on
development. This in fact resulted in civil unrest in the
capital late in 1971, which was ably put down by SAF and the
fledgling Police Force.

Because of the situation CSAF decided that the occupation
of a portion of the eastern jebel was necessary and this was
to be the immediate post-monsoon aim. Thus, Operation
Jaguar was planned.

Preparations for Op Jaguar went on through the monsoon
at the same time as the enemy were kept at bay by probing
patrols from MR and NFR from north and south of the jebel.
Z Company were active on the plains as were the newly
formed Armoured Car Squadron (ACS). The static locations
were handed over to DG and the new Baluch Guard. All
efforts were directed at the successful implementation of Op
Jaguar, which was to be commanded by the CO SAS.

PFLOAG Conference

The third PFLOAG Conference was  held at Rakhyut in June.
It contained the normal Marxist propaganda and determined
its activities for the monsoon period.

Clockwise from above: NFR convoy on
the move from Haluf;  NFR cordon and
search of a village on Jebel Qara;  NFR
soldiers in Sangar above Wadi Sayq;
Gendarme manning a Vickers MMG; SOA
survey team, prior to shelling PFLOAG
conference
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Formation of Oman Artillery Regiment (OA)

In June 1970, the Artillery Battery comprised one 5.5 and three 25 pdr guns at BAF, with one 5.5 and one 25 pdr gun in
Salalah. In August one 25 pdr gun from BAF was redeployed to Midway and then moved to Haluf in support of NFR.

In December 1970, a new British OC arrived and was tasked with establishing an Artillery Regiment. He immediately
moved the Training Troop to Suwaiq.

In January the 5.5 gun at BAF was redeployed to Salalah to join A Troop there, and
five 25 pounders arrived from UK ready for B Troop. By March 1971 A and B Troops were
fully deployed in Dhofar, although 50% undermanned. A troop were in support of MR in
Salalah with two 5.5s and three 25 pdrs and B Troop were at Haluf with NFR with three
25 pdrs. In June 1971, one 5.5 gun was redeployed in pieces by air to Akoot where it was
reassembled by an EME artificer.

In September 1971, two 75mm Howitzers used during the Jebel Akhdar campaign were
resurrected and brought back into service, and these proved invaluable, being
airportable in helicopters.

In November 1971, OA moved to their new home at Rustaq and C Troop started to form
up. Additional guns and Rocket Launchers (RCL) were acquired bringing the total guns
to 15, of which 12 were in action in Dhofar.

OA training on the 5.5
inch gun

Left: The 75mm Howitzer, back in action in Dhofar having been
refurbished.

Above: A Troop OA in action, early 1971

Right: Artillery training at the
new OA base at Rustaq
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Amongst the kit and equipment inherited when the Dhofar Force was incorporated in SAF were four serviceable Ferret Scout
Cars and three American Commando Carriers. These were positioned at Arzat (HQ of Dhofar Gendarmerie [DG]) and were
used to patrol the Salalah Plain. These became known as the Armoured Car Troop and were to form part of the ACS a few
months later. This troop had its baptism of fire on 21 February 1971 when it met up with 25 enemy, killing 3. Its first major
operation on the Jebel was on Op Beaufort on 10-11 March when MR plus a company of NFR and ACS elements entered the
Wadi Darbat in strength.

In March 1971 a British Officer arrived as the first OC ACS, and later that month eight Saladins and four new Ferrets
arrived at Bait al Falaj and training of the new squadron started in earnest. 

Meanwhile the troop continued to operate from Arzat supporting operations. During the Khareef a soldier defected,
driving a Commando Carrier through the perimeter fence; it was later found burnt out in the Wadi Arzat. A second
Commando Carrier was destroyed by an RPG 7 when it stalled in an enemy ambush. The third Commando Carrier was
eventually phased out because of lack of spares, and thus the original troop was left with its four ferrets. It was renamed
Recce Troop to distinguish it from the new troops that had Saladins.

The newly trained troops eventually moved south and finally arrived in Midway on 17 September 1971 ready for
deployment.

Formation of the Armoured Car
Squadron (ACS)

New Saladins awaiting commissioning at
BAF, April 1971

Commando
Carrier

C Coy MR supported by an American
Commando APC belonging to the newly
formed ACS, during the recapture of Taqa,
February 1971

Ferret
Scout
Car

ACS carrying
out training on
new Saladins

Arrival of the new Saladins at
Muscat Harbour, March 1971
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Training 

Whilst the war progressed in the
south, training the expanding
Army went ahead in the north.
There were increased intakes at
SAF Training Regiment (SAFTR)
(as SAFTC had been renamed
on 1 January 1971) as well as
refresher training to those units
stationed in the north.

HM The Sultan took a keen
interest in his expanding Army,
visiting Training, reviewing
Passing out Parades of recruits,
and most importantly, reviewing
the first Omani Officer Course
that passed out of the Officer
Training Wing at SAFTR on 18

September 1971.

Above left: HM takes the
salute at recruits Passing
Out Parade at SAFTR

Left: HM visits Officer
Cadet Training at
SAFTR

Recruit Training
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Ceremonial 

The northern based units were also involved in Ceremonial
Duties, in particular the first National Day Parade - 23 July
1971, held on the Airstrip in Ruwi.

In the south the Dhofar Gendarmerie performed the
ceremonial duties and their Band, which later transferred to
the Diwan, became the forerunner of the RAO Band that was
to come into being later in the 1970s.

The First National Day Parade,
23 July 1971

After this parade it was decided
the weather was too hot, and
future National Day parades
would be held in the cooler part
of the year (on 18 November to
coincide with HM’s birthday)

Left: HM driving
past the Troops

Right: The first
Parade Commander,
Naqeeb Khalfan
Salim

Below: A group of
OG after taking part
in the parade

The first SAF Omani Regular Officers Commissioning
Parade, 18 September 1971

Top: HM addresses the Parade
Above: Cadets on parade
Right: The first course with HM after the Parade

Continuation
training in Jebel
Akhdar
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The operation was launched on 2 October 1971;
it started with SAS and Firqat groups, making

an arduous all-night march from the waterhole at
Mahazair, up the jebel to an old airstrip called
Lympne. No enemy were met and the airstrip was
secured by first light. SAF troops and additional
Firqat were flown in, the first time the helicopters
had been used in this role. The airstrip was cleared
and stores flown in by fixed wing. By evening the force
was firmly established and had very little reaction
from the enemy.

The next phase was to move SW to link up with the
SAS/Firqat diversionary group from Mirbat that
appeared to have drawn the main enemy reaction.
Lympne Airstrip was proving unsatisfactory so the whole
base was moved west to Jibjat, which in fact was more
central to the eastern Jebel. Once re-established at the
new location, patrols moved down both the east and west
sides of Wadi Darbat encountering fierce resistance; they
however were able to force the enemy into the wadi bottoms
and free the plateau for SAF Operations. A new position
known as White City (Madinat al Haq) was established, and
became the centre of the first permanent government social
service on the Jebel, with a clinic, school and shop opened by
the Sultan. White City also proved an excellent base from
which fighting patrols could be launched to dominate the
Jebel.

Op Jaguar signalled the turning point of the war; it
established the first permanent base on the Jebel and from it
date all SAF offensives in Dhofar, which led to Op Simba in
the west and to eventual victory.

Above: Extract from HQ SAF Plans / 7, dated 9
September 1971

Below: 81mm Mortar in action at Jibjat

Below inset: CO 22 SAS , the Operational
Commander, takes a well-earned break
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OPERATION JAGUAR, OCTOBER 1971
–THE TURNING POINT
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Operation Leopard was launched in late October 1971 to complement Op Jaguar. This was similar to the stop-line
established by MR in 1969, but used heliborne troops to establish a line of patrol bases running south from the Negd

near Haluf to the sea at Mughsayl. This was carried out by JR with two extra companies from DR. The aim was to ambush
the main trails to prevent enemy re-supply to the eastern Jebel. This was initially successful, but after a couple of months
the enemy learnt to infiltrate through. However, it did restrict major re-supply and was the prototype of the linear blockade
that was to prove successful later in the war.

Other Operations

With the Leopard Line restricting enemy re-supply and frustrating enemy RCL teams from shelling Raysut, and with White
City and Jibjat firmly held, operations to dominate the jebel were mounted. In addition, support was provided to the newly
formed civil development teams.

Civil  Development Begins

As soon as SAF had secured White City (Madinat al Haq)
then the first civil development began. The first shop on the
Jebel was basically erected and brought into operation and
His Majesty flew in to open it and meet the troops who were
securing the area.

His Majesty visits White City to see
the first civil development project
and to visit Operation Jaguar
Troops
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The Situation at the End of 1971

October had marked a turning point in the war and in the pace and duration of operations.  This could be ascribed to a
number of factors. Much of the equipment and ammunition ordered in late 1970 and early 1971 had arrived and become
available for use. The expansion and training of SAF was paying off in a number of areas: it permitted more artillery
support; it had increased DG and the Baluch Guard, who could now undertake static protection tasks and thus
release infantry rifle companies for offensive operations; the armoured car squadron had been established, and sufficient
helicopters had been acquired. Additionally, the BATT were temporarily doubled in size, enabling far more offensive
operations to be undertaken by the firqats. The advent of helicopters had provided real benefit. For one thing, it meant that
the 72-hour limitation on SAF operations on the Jebel could be eliminated, and operations could be extended for months.
Furthermore, it allowed SAF to become more mobile than the enemy and this mobility kept the enemy guessing, preventing
him from tying down SAF in fixed bases and robbing him of easy targets. By the beginning of 1972, it was safe to say that
the initiative had been wrested from the enemy who thereafter were forced to react to SAF's moves, rather than vice versa.
Although operations were to continue in the east, the offensive would concentrate on the lightly populated Western Sector
and Leopard Line. The next stage was to block enemy routes as close to the border as possible and at the narrowest point.

In part, the success of the SAF offensive in 1971 could be measured in figures. During the period of 1 January 1971 to 1
March 1972, the enemy lost 165 confirmed dead, with 302 reported dead and 231 reported wounded. There were also 420
SEPs and five prisoners. During the same period, SAF lost 46 killed in action (including 10 killed in battle accidents) and
56 wounded in action.

mortars and small arms killing
two and wounding five. They
were eventually all rounded
up and had their weapons
recovered. This operation was
excellent proof of SAF's new
found mobility using their
new transport aircraft and
helicopters.

The Incident 

On 23 November 1971 local tribesmen shot at an OG
Landrover, seriously wounding a Gendarme. The Landrover
withdrew and for the next few days the tribesmen continued
to fire at the OG Camp at Bayah.

On 26 November Tac HQ and a Company Group from MR
was flown in and the dissidents were quickly engaged by

THREAT TO MUSANDAM

Top and above: MR in Musandam

Top right: Dissident prisoners

Right: Weapons captured from the
dissident tribesmen
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Seizing the Initiative in the West

Eighteen months after the change of government, SAF were on the point of radically changing the situation in Dhofar. The
switch to the offensive had already begun in the Eastern Sector with Operation Jaguar, and plans were afoot to put
pressure on enemy re-supply lines by increased action in the Western Sector. SAF increasingly took the initiative during the
first half of 1972. By the end of the monsoon, it was clear that the enemy could not win the war and that the Government,
even though it was to be a long, hard fight, was on the way to winning. The expansion and build-up of government
capabilities over a year or more had produced a stronger and better equipped SAF and, by the beginning of 1972, had
greatly increased the forces available for use in prosecuting the war.

UAG late 1971 - hub of
operations in Dhofar
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SAF Forces Operating in Dhofar (1972)

HQ Dhofar. Commanded all army, SOAF and SON elements in Dhofar, consisting of:

1. Commander, Dhofar Area (CDA).
2. Brigade Major and GSO3 Ops/Int.
3. DAA and QMG and Staff Officer Administration.
4. Staff Officer for Movements, Air Movements Officer, Sea Movements Officer, and Signals Officer.
5. SOAF Liaison Officer.
6. Sultan's Intelligence Officers for Dhofar, Salalah and Nejd. 

Infantry. 2 Battalions on 9 month tours, each consisting of:

1. Battalion Headquarters.
2. Headquarters Company, with Quartermaster Department, Motor Transport Platoon, Signals Platoon, Recce Platoon, Mortar 
Platoon, Animal Transport Platoon.
3. 3 Rifle Companies of 4 platoons each.

Normally one battalion was based in the Western Approaches, north of the jebel, and the other was based on Umm al-Ghawarif and operated on the
Central and Eastern Jebel.

Dhofar Gendarmerie. 10 Troops (including 2 on loan from OG). Deployed in troop or 2 troop strength in defended locations,    releasing
infantry battalions for more offensive tasks, consisted of a mixture of Dhofari and Baluch troops.

Baluch Guard. Similar to the DG but not so well-equipped, all troops were Baluch, approximately 17 platoons, sited in platoon, 
2 platoon or company strength.

Z Company. A Baluch company of the MUSGAR Guard Unit, with the following tasks:

1. Road clearing, mine detection and lifting.
2. Escorts.
3. Machine Gun Landrover patrols.
4. Reconnaissance.
5. Provision of Vickers MMG detachments.

Oman Artillery. Consisting of:

1. Plains Troop (two 25-pounders committed to support RAF Salalah, two 75mm guns, two 25-pounders and one 5.5in howitzer for 
all other tasks on Salalah Plain.
2. Western Approach Troop (three 25-pounders and one 5.5in howitzer operating with the Western Approaches battalion).
3. Air Mobile Elements (generally used on Jebel tasks with following available: one 25-pounder airportable in a Skyvan, one 

section of 2 x 75mm pack howitzers, heliportable and one 75mm RCL heliportable).

The Oman Artillery was able to field more total firepower than a normal Light Regiment, but the number of locations it could support at one time
was limited by its shortage of trained officers capable of controlling fire at an observation point or gun position.

Armoured Cars.  Consisted of two troops each of three Saladins and two troops each of three Ferrets.Their deployment varied but all vehicles
could be lifted over the Jebel in Hercules aircraft, limitations on the ground were caused by limited repair and recovery backing. 

Engineers. SAF had no engineering units at the time but each infantry battalion had its own pioneer platoon.

Service Units.  Umm al-Ghawarif (workshop detachment, two ordnance maintenance park [2 OMP]), Midway (workshop detachment, 1 OMP,
transport platoon), AT detachments attached to battalions as needed.

Firqats. A total of 11 were organised at the time and varied between platoon and company strength. 

Sultan of Oman's Air Force (SOAF) :

1. SOAF (TAC): This headquarters commanded all aircraft in Dhofar and was itself under the command of Headquarters Dhofar.
2. Strike Squadron: Up to six jet Provost Strikemasters were on station at any one time.
3. Helicopter Squadron: Normally two Agusta Bell 206s and six Agusta Bell 205s on station.
4. Air Support Squadron (ASS): Normally one Caribou and three Skyvans on station.
5. Airwork Services: A civilian organisation servicing all SOAF aircraft.
6. Additionally, almost daily flights from Bayt al-Falaj were flown by SOAF Viscount or Gulf Aviation aircraft.

Sultan of Oman's Navy (SON).  One motorised dhow normally on station under command of Headquarters Dhofar, also the Royal Yacht
'Al Said' in support when in station.

Command and Control. Responsibility for conduct of operations in Dhofar was vested by the Sultan in CSAF. CSAF issued
directives to the CDA concerning general strategy, aims and force levels. The CDA was responsible to CSAF for the day-to-day conduct of
operations i.e. for the tactical implementation of CSAF's orders.  
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Much of the activity in the first few months of 1972 was devoted to consolidating gains made in the Eastern Sector.
Operation Jaguar had proved very successful, with a school added to the government centre at White City (Madinat

al-Haq) and regular medical treatment and shopping facilities provided for the local population. SEPs reported that the
enemy in the east were demoralized and concerned about SAF's success. Additional operations were launched to build on
Jaguar's success. Operation Panther was carried out from 15 January in the area of Tawi Attair, clearing the area of Wadis
Hina and Ghazir of nearly all enemy.

At the same time, Operation Amatol was launched from White City to clear the enemy stronghold in Wadi Darbat, which
had been used as a base for ascending Jebel Aram and shelling Taqa from there with 75mm RCLs. Operation Amatol was
carried out by the BATT and Firqats, plus 2 and 3 Companies of JR, and lasted until 22 March. As a result of the operation,
a BATT/Firqat position was established above the Darbat Falls.

The pressure continued into February. Operation Taurus was launched on 20 February with a combined Firqat Force
escorting 30 jebali families with 500 cows from the White City to Taqa. Another measure of the impact of Operation Jaguar
and related activities was the number of surrenders. An SEP coming into White City on 20 February reported that he had
not received any re-supply for more than two months.

In March, Wadi Darbat was cleared completely of enemy by 3 Company of JR in Operation Cyclops. The company found
large quantities of stores, including tea, rice, sugar, ghee, blocks of Russian TNT, detonators, fuses, 60mm mortar bombs,
2-inch mortar bombs, 3.5-inch rockets, 7.62mm ammunition, and a variety of antibiotics. A year earlier, it had been
considered that an entire brigade of infantry would be needed to clear the wadi.

DR at Akoot

Saladins on patrol on
Operation Vulture

Wadi Darbat
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Akoot

Above: A DR position at Akoot

Right: HM with CO DR at Akoot

Later in April, while Operation Simba was underway in the west, activities in the Jaguar area were characterised by
frequent sporadic contacts and standoff attacks, mainly with 60mm mortar and small arms fire. Many of these attacks came
from the Wadi Khashayn area. Shelling continued against the Hedgehogs and RAF Salalah. On 5 April, three 75mm RCL
rounds landed inside Salalah town not far from the Shell Tank Farm and Radio Salalah, but caused no damage
or casualties. The enemy also brought a new weapon into play against SOAF during April; the twin 12.7mm Shpagin
mounted for anti-aircraft fire, although SOAF appeared to have destroyed the first one with an accurate strike.

At the same time, activities were quickening in the west. Operation Leopard continued on the Jebel above Mughsayl and
in December 1971 and January 1972, with the help of DR and BG, the line was extended and thickened. Even as SAF
became aware of a noticeable decline in mortar and RCL fire against Government forces in the Eastern Sector, the Front
made more determined efforts elsewhere to draw troops away from Leopard. These included increased attacks against
Jaguar troops and even ineffective shelling of the Hedgehogs and RAF Salalah for the first time since August 1971. DR
operations from Akoot were confusing the enemy because of their unpredictability. There had been signs of an increasing
PDRY presence around their fort at Habrut and mining parties were being sent out from the Yemeni fort, so on 8 January,
a troop of DG took over the Sultanate fort at Habrut from the Hawsana askaris who had been manning it since the days of
Sultan Said bin Taimur.

North of the Jebel, meanwhile, Operation Vulture was launched to coordinate the activities of various elements operating
on the Nejd, under the responsibility of the OC of the ACS. As blocking operations took hold in the west, it was essential to
prevent the enemy from circling north and bringing in supplies through the Nejd. In addition, the growth in Government
representatives and contractors, survey parties, and civilian and military convoys meant more protection was required. The
ACS was tasked with preventative patrols in conjunction with the Firqat al-Badiah (FAB) and the Firqat al Hudud al
Gharbiah (FHG) against possible enemy mine-laying parties, ambushes, and supply parties throughout the area.

In addition, the ACS was responsible for control and coordination of all movement within the area, and the possible
support of Akoot and Habrut (the armoured cars were forbidden to approach within 10,000 metres of the border or to return
any fire from across the border). The ACS also assumed responsibility for Mudhai while DR retained responsibility for
convoys between Mudhai and Akoot. FHG was to deter mine-laying parties, secure routes, and provide early information on
enemy movement in their area. FAB tasks were to prevent any re-supply entering the Sultanate from Yemen, to intercept
hostile border-crossings, and provide early information on enemy movement into Dhofar (FAB's base was to be near Habrut
but out of sight of the border).
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In the west DR were based at Akoot and planning and preparing for the next major operation, the aim being to establish
a border position in the far west, dominating enemy supply routes.
A suitable location was found at the head of the Wadi Sarfait with two ridges, nicknamed 'Mainbrace' and 'Yardarm', that

could protect an airstrip and one that overlooked the main enemy supply route. There was a further jagged peak on the lower
scarp nicknamed 'Capstan' that was to be seized to dominate the lower trails.

Firqat (FTZ) went first by helicopter and then by foot to secure helicopter LZs for the main force, and then on 16 April DR's
main force flew in and began to rapidly secure the area against anticipated enemy reaction. Mainbrace and Yardarm were
secured without problem, but freak torrential rain delayed both the build-up and the move to Capstan on the lower scarp.
When the move to Capstan started 10 days later the enemy had already started to mine routes and fire on the main
positions.

Capstan was taken, but no water was found and any further advance to the sea was blocked by strong enemy forces
and eventually the force was
withdrawn.  

Although the delay by storms
and failure to find water were
serious impediments, the PDRY
attack on the garrison at Habrut
Fort in early May, and the
consequent diversion of forces
from Sarfait, was the main
reason Operation Simba stalled.

The boldness of Op Simba
brought the situation in Oman
onto the international stage and
resulted in support for the
government coming from Jordan
and Iran.

An air photo of the Mainbrace position, used
for planning the operation

Left: Extract from operation orders, dated 31 March 1971

DR defensive position

N
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Top: Copy of the original base map used by the DR Ops
Officer during the operation

Left and above: Digging in

Background picture: ‘Capstan’ on the coastal strip
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Bn HQ

The Airstrip and stores area

The CO’s tent and the Ops room

Copy of the Original Movements Plan
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I regret to inform you that early this morning Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamed al Ma'sheni
(The Sultan's Uncle) was killed in an attack on an enemy position. FTZ (one of the Firqat
units) was pinned down in a wadi by enemy fire to the East of Simba positions. Sheikh
Mohammed personally led an assault with three Firqat against a group of enemy hiding in
a cave. This group they killed. Unfortunately, Sheikh Mohammed and three Firqat came

under accurate and heavy fire from supporting positions and were killed instantly themselves.

Fighting in this contact is still going on and the Firqat and a company of the Desert Regiment are closely
engaged in a running battle at this moment. Reports are still arriving, but cloud and mist are frustrating
observation and support. I will send any further reports when the action is completed and the situation
stabilised.

I very much regret that it may not be possible to recover the bodies but every effort consistent with safety will
be made to do so.

May I pass the condolences of all ranks for the sad loss. It would be appropriate and fitting for Sheikh
Mohammed to be awarded immediately the Sultan's Gallantry Medal. He died fighting honourably for His
Majesty the Sultan and all credit is due to him for his initiative and bravery.

Report by Commander Dhofar Area dated 22nd April 1972. The recommendation in the report for
the award of the medal was approved by His Majesty the Sultan on 23rd April 1972.

Left: RAP after the
rainstorm

Above: CO DR and
MO in the Officers
mess

Right: A DR defensive
position

Sultan’s Gallantry Medal
Posthumous Award

Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamed al Ma'sheni, with Firqat 
Forces East of Simba, in Dhofar, on 22nd April 1972.
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Habrut Fort, which had been constructed by DR between
November 1967 and May 1968, covered a major border

crossing point and was set opposite a similar fort on the
PDRY side. In early 1972 the fort was placed under the
control of a detachment of Dhofar Gendarmerie (DG),
commanded by 2 Lt Hassan Ehsan, and was hosting a group
of Firqat (FHG). On the morning of 5 May 1972 a few
members of the Firqat decided to cross the wadi in the
direction of the PDRY Fort. When they got half way across,
firing broke out and this set off a deliberate attack on
the SAF Fort by the 100+ men in the PDRY Fort using
mortars, machine guns and rifles.

SOAF bombed the PDRY Fort and Commander
Dhofar Area (CDA), ordered DR troops to be airlifted
from Simba to a ridge behind the fort, and once this
was achieved the DG Troops extricated themselves
after 36 hours of intense fighting. For his action 2 Lt
Hassan Ehsan was awarded the Sultan’s Gallantry
Medal.

Habrut could not be abandoned because it was a
strategic position, thus a position overlooking the two
forts was established by C Company NFR on 22 May.

As a result of this, Operation Aqubah (Punishment) was
mounted and started on 25 May and comprised 48 hours of
air and artillery bombardment on the enemy installations
and stores in the Hawf area.

Above: Habrut Fort, early
1972, prior to it’s destruction
by PDRY

Left: The Sultanate Fort,
completely demolished, and the
PDRY fort with one 
corner knocked out

Above: The Sultanate fort
burning

Left: 75mm Howitzer, flown in
to support NFR in the new
position overlooking the forts

Far left: SOAF bombing the
PDRY fort

PDRY

OMAN

ATTACK ON HABRUT
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Monsoon Redeployment - 1972

Tawi Attair and some of the Leopard treeline positions were
evacuated. However White City was reinforced and for the
first time SAF was able to maintain and hold throughout the
monsoon on both the eastern and western jebel.

On Friday 5th May, Second Lieutenant Hassan Ehsan was in command of the Dhofar Gendarmerie platoon
holding the fort at Habrut. Early in the morning an enemy force, of over one hundred men, attacked the fort and
surrounding area with heavy mortar and machine gun fire, killing four askars and a member of the Firqat. This
attack continued throughout the day, all that night and on into the following morning.  During this time no

further support could be sent to the fort, but Second Lieutenant Hassan Ehsan calmly supervised its defence, using only
his platoon small arms. He unselfishly warned off a visiting helicopter because of the intense fire on the landing area. This
helicopter would have brought him much needed support.

It was only the following morning that reinforcements could be sent to assist the garrison at Habrut. Throughout the
intervening period, Second Lieutenant Hassan Ehsan set the highest example of coolness and decision, both in controlling
his platoon, and in passing on the radio accurate information on the enemy's actions. When night fell, Second Lieutenant
Hassan Ehsan could have chosen to withdraw under cover of darkness. Instead he held his position despite constant heavy
fire being brought onto it. Mortar fire penetrated the roof, killing another askar and wounding two soldiers. By adjusting
his positions in the fort, Second Lieutenant Hassan Ehsan kept the casualties in his platoon to a minimum.

On the following morning a half company of the Desert Regiment flew into a secure base behind the fort. Second
Lieutenant Hassan Ehsan remained in the fort coolly directing the mortar and machine gun fire of the relieving force. He

evacuated the fort that night only on the order of the commander of the relieving force.  He then remained with the relieving force until
all his men had been evacuated by air.

His calm and gallant conduct, unsupported for the first 36 hours, enabled the Government to delay taking action across the border until
absolutely essential. Thus his service to his country was not only in the military action at Habrut itself, but in the wider international scene.
His conduct throughout was in the highest traditions of the Sultan's Armed Forces.

Sultan’s Gallantry Medal  

Second Lieutenant Hassan Ehsan, Dhofar Gendarmerie Platoon Commander at Habrut
in Dhofar from 5th to 7th May 1972.

CONSOLIDATION ON
SARFAIT (SIMBA)

Below: Accomodation tents and
the new Ops room

Right: CO DR in the new Ops
room

Above: Positions in
the treeline

Right: Troops
awaiting R&R
changeover
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Sultans Gallantry Medal  

Gunner Walid Khamis, 1st Regiment
Oman Artillery. Gun number at
Mirbat in Dhofar on 19th July 1972.

During the enemy attack on Mirbat on 19th July
1972, Gunner Walid Khamis was a member of
the 25 pounder gun detachment. Throughout
the action he displayed the greatest courage in
that he, with other members of the detachment,

kept the gun firing at point blank range despite the most intense
and accurate small arms fire and until he, himself, was severely
wounded. He also displayed great calmness despite his injuries
and the intensity of the battle around him. His efforts were
instrumental in preventing the enemy from capturing the gun.

Right: BATT personnel on watch from the BATT
house, prior to the attack. Mirbat fort can be seen
in the background

THE BATTLE OF MIRBAT, 19 JULY 1972
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40 YEARS AGO

The enemy had lost the initiative and wanted to regain it and shake the people's confidence in the new Government. It
considered attacking both White City and Jibjat, but thought they were too strong, so eventually decided on Mirbat.

They chose the 19 July for the attack and enemy groups gathered from both the central and eastern areas for the attack,
armed with RCLs, mortars and MGs.

Mirbat was garrisoned by a platoon of DG, a Firqat and an 8 man SAS (BATT) Team, and an Oman Artillery 25 Pdr under
the command of Walid bin Khamis Al Badri.

The enemy plan was to take out silently the picquet on Jebel Ali then carry out a mass assault under mortar and RCL
barrage from Jebel Ali. Fortunately two DG personnel escaped from the Jebel Ali picquet to raise the alarm.

The battle was a close run thing and a lot of bravery was displayed. The enemy were initially held off by mortar fire and
25 Pdr fire, then 3 Strikemasters were able to get below the monsoon cloud and catch the enemy in the open, which
effectively halted the attack on the fort.

Fortunately a second SAS Squadron had just arrived to relieve the in-country one, and were quickly taken by helicopter
to reinforce and drive the enemy back. Simultaneously further jet strikers were put in on Jebel Ali and later an NFR Platoon
was moved by helicopter to re-occupy Jebel Ali.

This was a comprehensive defeat for the Peoples Liberation Army (PLA) and they would never again risk a major attack off
the jebel.

The Battle of Mirbat, like Operations Jaguar and Simba, was one of the principal turning points of the war. After Mirbat
the enemy were always on the 'back foot' and it was just a matter of time until eventual victory.

Monsoon Activities

SAF were not idle during the monsoon; in the east
operations continued and several contacts occurred, and in
August FGAN operated at Jufa on its own, without its BATT
Trainers for the first time and were highly successful. In
the west in June MR relieved DR at Simba (Sarfait) and
settled in and commenced preparations for post-monsoon
operations.

Left and below left: Mirbat fort

Below: Mirbat, with the fort and the BATT house in the distance
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Introduction
There have been in the past, and may be again, occasions when a
British battalion has to operate in the broken country and deserts of
Arabia, and it may be of value to set down a few salient points to
guide those British commanders faced with using their
Reconnaissance Platoons in a theatre so very different from that
found in the UK or Western Europe.

The addition of a Reconnaissance Platoon to the Muscat
Regiment and to the Northern Frontier Regiment of the Sultan’s
Armed Forces was advocated in 1960 as likely to be of great value
in Muscat and Oman having regard to the arms, vehicles and equip-
ment issued to the SAF. In February 1962 men and equipment
became available to form three platoons and considerable thought
and practice has been given to the reconnaissance role.

Terrain
Briefly the main troubles in the Oman came from the outlawed
Omani Rebel Army, a rather sickly chick that shelters under the
Saudi Arabian wing, and certain dissident tribesmen who snipe, lay
mines and carry out subversive activities. Rebel gangs are small and
elusive, and use the vastness of the 10,000 foot mountains of the
rugged and extensive Jebel Akhdar range in which to hide, and from
which to operate. To say the country is rough is an understatement –
for movement it is positively horrid and plays the very devil with one’s
boots, the seat of one’s trousers and one’s equipment generally.

With profitable oil finds a possibility, further trouble could be
stirred up in the oil rig and pipe line areas and, quite possibly,
unfriendly neighbours might take it into their heads to intrude
across the undemarcated western frontier, which runs along the
edge of the sands of the Rub al Khali. A reconnaissance sub-unit
has to operate over high mountains, in broken foothills and across
the limitless gravel plains and sand deserts to the South and West,
a wide variety of country indeed.

Operational Role in M T
SAF Recce Platoons must be able to motor long distances, by day
or by night over trackless and appallingly rough country. Under a
favourable moon night movement is done on side lights and, occa-
sionally on no lights at all. The three-quarter ton GS long wheel
base Land Rover is a wonderful vehicle under these conditions and
has proved its worth time and again, but extra POL and water have
to be carried in jerricans fitted to the vehicle to give greater range.

Experience has shown that little better than 12mpg can be
expected over average going, so with full tanks and, say, 19 spare
gallons per vehicle, a range of 350 miles would be possible.

Among other vehicle modifications are mine plating (an auto-
matic practice in the SAF) and the addition of canvas panniers fitted
to the sides to take bulky although light items such as packs and
bedding rolls. Bren LMG brackets are also fitted opposite the pas-
senger seat in front, and tools strapped on the side.

The platoon must be adept at fading into the countryside and
 leaguering up unseen by hostile or, let us say, sometimes
unfriendly eyes, and away from habitation (if any), sources of water
supply and known foot and camel tracks. It must glean information
in the same way as a troop of armoured cars would, see without
being seen, no fight unless compelled to do so.

THE ROLE OF A RECONNAISSANCE
PLATOON INTHE SULTAN’S

ARMED FORCES

The platoon must be adept at
fading into the countryside and

leaguering up unseen by hostile or,
let us say, sometimes unfriendly
eyes, and away from habitation,

sources of water supply and known
foot and camel tracks. 

Recce Platoon Landrover.

by Michael Butler, OC Recce Pl MR 1964-65
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ROLE OF A RECONNAISSANCE PALTOON

A section of two vehicles is considered to be the smallest
detachable subunit capable of working independently of platoon
HQ as it possesses two RS 19s on which to pass back the news. A
section can be split for a period to man two separate OPs, but as a
general rule, due to risks of breakdown, mine threat and ambush, a
single vehicle must be considered vulnerable. In a desert role the
section is perfectly capable of working with recce aircraft and
should a 46 U radio not be available, the ground to air Panel Code
and message dropping will suffice.

There may well be an operational necessity to move and operate
well away from permanent SAF garrisons or outposts, in fact to dis-
appear into the back of beyond. In this case POL and water caches
will have to be pre-positioned somewhere and replenishments
made from them as required. Alternatively, and better still, a 3 ton
“tail” vehicle will move in conjunction with the platoon and, acting
as a base vehicle, provide its administrative needs such as POL,
water, food, MT spares and the like.

Although pure desert navigation has not yet been included in the
training, it will come and the sun compass, and/or the Aircraft
Compass, be added to the G 1098.

Operational Role on Foot
In Jebel and broken country the platoon must be prepared to leave
its transport, as MT tracks only follow Wadi beds, and to get into
the mountains proper footwork is a “must”. The Arab soldier, even
though he may be a desert bedu, is very good over the Jebel. He is,
by and large, very observant and far sighted, although binoculars
are of course issued. Some are competent trackers too, but over
the hard slab rocks even the world’s finest trackers – the bushmen
of the Kalahari – could well be baffled. These qualities make the
Arab good on reconnaissance and very competent at OP duties,
flank observation and patrol duties generally.

Apart from the NCOs the men seldom use or need a map, often
inaccurate in any case, and they have an uncanny memory for
tracks, water holes, etc, which they may not have used for many
months. In consequence they make excellent guides by day or by
night. They can cover long distances on comparatively little water in
high summer temperatures (up to 115 degrees in the shade) and
carry 48 hours’ worth of necessities in large packs before resupply
is necessary.

A Comparison between the British and
Arab Recceman
The Arab soldier – a stringy,
tough and tireless fellow – is
working in his own country
under hard conditions to which
he has been used all his life. He
is inured to great heat; he
needs less water, but do not
think he is like a camel that fills
up and waits for days, if neces-
sary, before it refills! He is basi-
cally fitter (Muslims smoke little
and do not drink alcohol). The
Arab genuinely loves soldiering.
One can really bend him inces-
santly without hearing any
complaints, or a murmur, or the
equivalent of that good old
British four letter word! He
prefers to carry out his warfare,
tribal sparring as well as the
conventional, at a distance and
probably dislikes close fighting.

The Arab is not a good load
carrier (the British back is much
stronger and heavier equip-
ment is more easily humped)
and may be classed more under the category of a scout or light
infantryman rather than a heavy infantryman. He is a countryman
born and bred and has all the instincts and sharp senses of one,
unlike his British counterpart who is often town bred.

To get fit for marching – how often was I told this by old and
experienced COs – one has to march. To get used to heat one has
to work and live in it – there is, I contend, no short cut – and it takes
a hot weather season and a lot of lost sweat to reach a reasonable
peak of fitness.

Conclusion
In a far flung country such as Oman, with its IS problems, with
great distances and unlimited manoeuvring space, the Recce
Platoon is quite invaluable. Whether operating in MT or on foot, it
has to possess great versatility and is a wonderful command for a
young British officer. It has at times to work like a small component
of a Long Range Desert Group. In an undeveloped country with
poor or non-existent roads, the members of this platoon, whatever
their nationality, have to get out and march on their own two feet -
an art which some officers in the British army have forgotten. ■

The Arab soldier, even though 
he may be a desert bedu, 

is very good over the Jebel.

Obeid Mubarak beni Kitab, Ibrahim Saqar al Harasousi, Batti Salim al bu Shams,
Said Mubarak beni Kitab and Michael Butler.

Sgt Mohamad Masaud al bu Saidi.
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SAF Newsletter issue 9 of June 1972 reported, “Operation
Cyclops was a remarkable result, both of the overall strategy of this
war and the efficient tactics of one company of SAF soldiers. In
March 71 people said it would take a Brigade of infantry to clear the
Wadi Darbat of enemy, and no one contemplated the idea.”

In March last year I visited Dhofar for the first time in nearly forty
years, and spent three weeks on the jebel, retracing those steps
taken forty years ago, when amongst other moves, 2 Coy JR
crossed the Wadi Darbat. If my fading memory recollects…

‘Operation Jaguar’ started at the beginning of October 1971,
with the aim of clearing the adoo from the Eastern Jebel and open-
ing it for development, By the middle of January 1972 the success
of ‘Jaguar’ had effectively cleared the adoo from the NE Jebel
along the line White City (BATT/Firqa): JibJat (1 Coy JR – Maj Paul

Wright) and Waterhole (2 Coy JR – Maj Mike Ball). However, the
adoo remained strong to the south of White City, and increasing
numbers of SEPs reported large stores of weapons and ammuni-
tion within the caves of the Wadi Darbat. 

On 13th January 1972, 2
Coy JR left the Waterhole
and having walked over to
JibJat was flown down to
Salalah. Seventy-two hours
later they were flown back
up to White City to take
part in ‘Operation Amatol’,
to dominate the Wadi
Khasayn to the south and
Wadi Darbat to the east.
On the night of 20th
January, a combined
force of BATT/Firqa and
2 Coy JR moved south-
wards from White City
approx 7 klm to the
western side of the
Wadi Darbat and estab-
lished a base to NW of

the village of Shuhait. The next morning as the mortars and other
supplies were flown in, there was strong adoo reaction from the
south, where BATT/Firqa were positioned, and later mortar fire on
to 2 Coy positions. 

For the next month there was continuous activity in this region
as ‘Amatol’ moved gradually southwards, and despite successes
on the Khashayn, it was soon quite obvious that the adoo had no
intention of abandoning the Darbat. On one occasion, when the
BATT attempted to go down into the Darbat, they were caught for
over five hours in a running firefight, and Capt Jim Turner took a
platoon of 2 Coy to help extricate them.

On 26 Feb Mike Ball handed over 2 Coy JR to Nick Ofield and

left for leave, but surprised everyone when he returned the next
day to brief Nick on ‘Operation Cyclops’. The outline plan was that 3
Coy JR under Maj Dick Fox, with Capt Jerry Blatch as 2i/c, would
arrive and take over the existing BATT, Firqa and 2 Coy JR positions,
and these forces would be released to move across the Darbat on
the night of 1st March and establish a firm base on the Eastern
side, effectively completing the domination of the Darbat.

At that time there was a troop of BATT and about eighty Firqa
involved in ‘Amatol’, but suddenly two thirds of the BATT were
withdrawn, and only about twenty five of the Firqa were willing to
make the move. Nominally under overall command of BATT, with
the reduction of forces involved, the commander was very happy
to leave the detailed planning/coordination to the jaysh – he would
control the BATT/Firqa element. By that time 2 Coy JR had been
working closely with BATT for several months and had established
an excellent working relationship, so there was no difficulty with
this ‘joint’ command. (In any event, we had no compatible radios
which made communications extremely difficult other than by per-
sonal contact).

On the night 1st March, Nick Ofield and Jim Turner went on a
recce with two of the Firqa and planned an outline route down into
and across the wadi. 3 Coy JR arrived as planned to take over the
position in the afternoon of 2nd March, and in the evening the
move itself took place. The order of march was straightforward.
Nick Ofield with the two Firqa guides and a well armed section led
the way, followed by two platoons of 2 Coy, heavily laden, then
company HQ under Lt Karim Bux, BATT/Firqa, two more platoons
of 2 Coy and a heavily armed rear section under Jim Turner.

They set off at 2100hrs,
shortly after moon rise.
The going was slow and
tiring, but the bright moon
enabled everyone to see
where they were treading,
although everyone felt very
exposed and expected to
be ambushed at any time.
They had originally hoped to
make the move in file, to
shorten the overall column
length, but the dictates of
the ground did not allow this.
In the event the column was
over two hundred yards long.

It is worth noting that 2 Coy had to carry all its heavy packs/cloth-
ing etc together with four days rations, whereas the Firqa carried
only their weapons and small packs. Consequently, having crossed
the bottom of the Darbat and begun the ascent of the eastern side,
the lightly armed Firqa came from behind and overtook 2 Coy, teas-
ing them for being slow!

Finally, at about 0130 on 3rd March they reached the planned

CROSSINGTHEWADI DARBAT
‘OPERATION CYCLOPS’ – MARCH 1972

by Nick Ofield

Capt Nick Ofield (L) and Capt Jim Turner at

the start of ‘Amatol’– February 1972.

Route across the Darbat 02-04 March, 1972.
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CROSSING THE WADI DARBAT – OPERATION CYCLOPS

position on the eastern side, just south of the village of Qaathet.
The Firqa immediately moved off to the south east, and 2 Coy
began to consolidate the position. After ‘standing to’ at first light,
they continued to build sangars and make breakfast. 

Nick was invited over to OC BATT’s sangar for a cup of tea and a
chat, and had just reached it when there was a shout of “incomers”,
and a line of six 82mm mortar bombs straddled the position.
Fortunately, no one was injured. However, when Nick returned to
his own sangar he found that it had received a direct hit. Had he not
gone over to OC BATT for tea, then this is where he would have
taken cover – with probable tragic consequences.

The new position proved to be a good one as it completely dom-
inated the Darbat, and 2 Coy/BATT remained with this as their oper-
ating base until the end of March, when 2 Coy moved to Mughsayl
to take over from DR. By this time 2 Coy had spent five months
almost continuously on the jebel, and the move to the sea was
looked on with great favour. ■

Direct hit on Nick’s sangar.

Wadi Darbat March 1972 from final position.

Same view – Wadi Darbat March 2011.

Consequently, in view of the accuracy of the incoming fire and the
generally exposed position, it was decided to move southwards
approximately 6 km and set up a new position by the Darbat Falls.
This move was completed during the afternoon, without any adoo
interference. The next day a further fifty Firqa crossed over the
Darbat from the west in daylight, although they then later
descended to Taqa leaving only half a dozen with BATT.

Route shown on 2007 Google Map. 
There were no villages or roads in 1972.
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Rostaq was traditionally the location of a company of the Bid Bid
battalion. In early 1971, because of the immediate need to expand
the Artillery Battery we set up a tented training camp on the beach
at Suwaiq. During the battalion roulement to and from Dhofar we
were tasked to caretake Rostaq for incoming NFR, so we trans-
ferred the training up the track into Rostaq camp and filled it to
capacity. It made sense that the incoming company was then redi-
rected to a tented extension of Bid Bid and Rostaq became the
Artillery training base until the establishment of their current camp
at Izki.

Recruits came from basic infantry training at SAFTR, and after
assessment were divided into technical and gun recruits for
Gunner training. At the end of training, each batch of about 30
recruits were tested and if they passed they qualified for the White
Lanyard. A passing out parade was held where they demonstrated
their skills in front of a VIP or the CO of a Battalion. Lt Col Nigel

Knocker, CO DR, took one of the first parades at Suwaiq and HM

The Sultan honoured us by taking one early after his accession.
After the demonstration and parade, the lanyard was placed on the
shoulder of the qualified gunner by the VIP/CO. (Except for HM
who gave it to the gunner). Unlike the Royal Artillery, all ranks wore
the white lanyard – a sort of symbol of team bonding – dare I say it –
like the red beret. Today in Oman it is easy to spot the SOA personnel
at events and I am told that they are very proud of what the  lanyard
represents. 

SOA TRAINING – ROSTAQ
by Hugh Colley

Rostaq Fort.

After Rostaq the gunners moved to Salalah for live firing – so the
first rounds they fired were in action! Also of interest is that
because of the rapid expansion with young recruits we had very
few NCOs. The rank structure was almost self-selecting as we had
a system where the gunner in charge of the gun was called No I
(like the drill book but normally a Sgt) and so forth. It took 2 to 3
years on Dhofar operations for them to get sufficient experience to
give them the rank and pay them for the job.

The pictures are of a parade being taken by Maj Gen Mervyn

Janes – the DRA – who was invited to visit Oman. I knew him well
and he gave us great support and unofficial help. A few days after
he got back to UK the Commandant at Larkhill sent out a W02 AIG
to give us a hand and he went straight onto an operational position
in Dhofar. Also, the DRA did well to get us good officers particularly
when the COs of BAOR regiments were reluctant to let them go.
The two officers flanking the saluting base are Major John Lewis

RA, on loan service with HQ SAF, who was the accompanying offi-
cer for the DRA, and Major Mohd Ashraf ex Indian/Pakistani
Artillery who was the Training Major. Assisting the General award a
lanyard is Capt John Dean who commanded Rostaq and later a
battery. ■

(Photographs by Lt Col Len Mallett, FEME, 1970-1990)

In early 1971, because of
the immediate need to

expand the Artillery Battery
we set up a tented training

camp on the beach at
Suwaiq. 
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and Staff College in Bait Al Falaj
Camp, and is having its own
impressive new building con-
structed across the Wadi from
the Fort, on the hill where
CSAF’s and other senior offi-
cers houses were previously
located.

The first Course com-
mences for 18 Omani
Students in September 2011,
and the first three one year
courses will be for Omani
Students only, it will then be
opened up to students from
other GCC States and other
countries as well. ■

FORMATION OF OMAN’S
NATIONAL DEFENCE COLLEGE

PROPOSED ASSOCIATION
TOURTO OMAN

3 TO 11 MAY, 2013

Four years ago a small team was set up under the command of
Ameed Rukn Awadh bin Mohammad Al Mashaiki, originally
from ORR and CO JR as well as Commander 23 Infantry Brigade,
who has during his Career commanded both KSQA and C & SC, to
establish Oman’s own National Defence College(NDC) [equivalent
to the UK RCDS]. It is to take students not only from all Services,
but ROP, ISS and the Ministeries as well.

Following a Study of various Defence Colleges around the world,
the syllabus and study material has been prepared and the new
building to house it started. It is to be co-located with Command

In conjunction with Ian Buttenshaw we are considering the
 possibility of running a tour to Oman in May 2013. A proposed Tour
Programme is as follows:

Fri 3 May Arrive from UK, fly directly to Salalah and book in
Hilton Hotel.

Sat 4 May Visit Central Area (Diana’s, Hammer Line, Ayoon,
Haloof, Hugaif etc.)

Sun 5 May Visit Western Area including Sarfait, Dalkuyt and
Dara Ridge.

Mon 6 May Visit Eastern Area, Tarqah, Wadi Dharbat, Mirbat,
Tawi Atair, Jibjat and Medinat Al Haq.

Tue 7 May Visit Western Area, Rakuyt (Damavand Line),
Sherishitti/Difa and Mugsail (Hornbeam Line).

Wed 8 May Fly to Muscat, book into hotel (Hotel tbc).
Afternoon free.

Thur 9 May Tour Muscat including Cemeteries, Grand Mosque
and SAF Museum. Afternoon free.

Fri 10 May Visit Nizwa (Souq/Fort), Tanuf and Jebel Akhdar.

Sat 11 May Return to UK.

It is very difficult to estimate costs at this stage but as a ball park
figure this could be RO 1300 which is roughly £2132 at an
exchange rate of RO1 = £1.64. This would include air fares.

Would those interested please email Nigel Knocker
(nigel.knocker@btinternet.com), copy to Ian Buttenshaw,
 (buttens@omantel.net.om) by 1 SEPTEMBER 2012.

We will see what response we get before taking matters further.
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OMAN’S
MILITARY HERITAGE

by Ian Buttenshaw
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OMAN’S MILITARY HERITAGE
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OMAN’S MILITARY HERITAGE

INSURRECTION – 1913
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OMAN’S MILITARY HERITAGE

THE BATTLE OF BAIT AL FALAJ
11 January 1915
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OMAN’S MILITARY HERITAGE

77-89_Layout 1  09/03/2012  14:06  Page 85



86

OMAN’S MILITARY HERITAGE

FORMATION OFTHE FIRST UNIFORMED FORCE
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OMAN’S MILITARY HERITAGE

– 1921
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LEADING FROMTHE
FRONT –THE

AUTOBIOGRAPHY
By General Sir Richard Dannatt. Published by Bantam Press 2010. £20.00.

Richard Dannatt rose to be the professional head of the British
Army through the tried and trusted Regimental route. To many he
represented the best qualities of a soldier; courage, integrity and
compassion. My own view from his book (which he told me was
written ‘somewhat reluctantly, to set the record straight’) is of a
thoroughly capable and pragmatic officer, disarmingly and refresh-
ingly open and with a wonderful sense of the ridiculous; he never
served in SAF or with Special Forces and perhaps lacked a degree
of ‘devil’ that unconventional service can add to a personal CV. 

Much of Dannatt’s story concerns the inter-service struggles for
resources and the lengths that the chiefs would go to influence the
government and parliament. His critiques of ministers are breath-
takingly honest and he writes with clinical contempt of Blair and
Brown, but he writes with genuine balance and without bitterness
or too much rancour.

There are only two mentions of Dhofar in the book but both are
significant. The first is the acknowledgement that ‘in the middle
years of the twentieth century, the British Army’s practical experi-
ence was gained in operations in Northern Ireland, in the Dhofar
War in Oman in the 1970s and in various counter-terrorist incidents
that fell principally to the Special Air Service, all on the back of the
campaigns conducted during our withdrawal from empire and east
of Suez in the 1950s and 1960s’. Even today, close to forty years
on, the Army looks to draw lessons from ‘our’ campaign. I should
say particularly today, as the planners, trainers and procurers pick
their way through the conundrums of why the adaptation of our
unequivocal mission ‘to secure Dhofar for civil development’ has
so far eluded the military in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

It is unthinkable that a situation could ever have occurred on the
jebel or, for example, at Mirbat where any of us on the ground
would have criticised the actions or support from those in the air or
at sea, and vice versa. Yet Dannatt as CGS had to explain the intem-
perate comments (albeit in a private email) by a Parachute
Regiment major who wrote that the RAFs support for ground oper-
ations in Helmand was ‘utterly, utterly useless’. The CDS (Jock!)
was well aware from his personal experiences of the services ‘col-
legiate’ ethic and Richard publicly defused the ensuing row on the
Today programme. In an interesting aside to me at the dinner, our
Vice President also made the point that in Oman the political, eco-
nomic, social and cultural governance of the campaign was integral
to our military success. He went further and suggested that whilst
John Akehurst’s book gave an invaluable account of the cam-
paign, its title ‘We Won a War’ was maybe ill chosen when set in
the broader context of the country’s development. One can only
hope that the genuine acknowledgement of our small part in nation
building, expressed so warmly by senior Omani officers during the
memorable Association tour in December 2010 (brilliantly reported
for the Journal by Gordon Allen) will in time be replicated in Iraq
and Afghanistan. But I wonder.

Regrettably Dannatt only touches on some key concerns such as
over-manning at higher levels, especially in the MOD, lack of busi-
ness leadership and the supine acceptance of financial ‘realities’ by
civil servants and politicians of all hues, i.e. drastic cuts leading to
casualties and the Army ‘running hot’. He could perhaps have
addressed more fully our relationship with allies and other friendly
countries. A lack of maps, bibliography and glossary are disappoint-
ing omissions. A resumé of the campaigns throughout his period of
service would also have been useful as would more analysis on the
likely future opposition. There is a well-chosen selection of photo-
graphs that show the breadth of his life’s experiences, personal and
professional. These include his inspecting an Omani guard of hon-
our in Muscat in September 2007.

One final quote from his book provides food for thought:
‘Experience in Iraq and Afghanistan (and in Dhofar) has demon-
strated the effectiveness of small units that specialise in the train-
ing and mentoring of indigenous forces, not just in military tasks
but in providing an enduring cultural and educative link between us
and those whom we seek to assist. I believe we should develop a
career path that would see an officer spending a tour with indige-
nous forces, followed perhaps by an attachment to the Department
for International Development overseas, or a local authority at
home or a police force in Africa or elsewhere. Perhaps this is where
we start to embed our deep language and cultural training, not just
for our current areas of operation, but in potential future conflict
zones. This is the stuff that was second nature to our grandfathers
and great-uncles’. And to us!

Patrick Shervington, Jebel Regiment and HQ SAF 1974-7

BOOK REVIEW

THE ULSTERTALES
A TRIBUTETOTHOSEWHO

SERVED 1969-2000
By John Wilsey. Published by Pen & Sword 2011. £19.99

General John Wilsey, the author of an acclaimed biography of
H. Jones VC published in 2002, has now written a highly original
account of ’the Troubles’. He is uniquely qualified to do so having
endured, and clearly enjoyed, his ten years in the Province on
seven separate tours whilst progressing from subaltern to
Lieutenant General. 

He introduces, narrates and cleverly puts into context ten suc-
cinct, intriguing and pithy stories of individuals, soldiers and civil-
ians, who served in Northern Ireland between 1969 and 2000.
What a rich tapestry he weaves from the astute and outspoken
Simon Hoggart in the Reporter’s Tale through the robust but diplo-
matic and even-handed Tom King in the Secretary of State’s Tale
and finally to the impartial and perceptive Chris Albiston in the
Policeman’s Tale. In between are the Soldier’s Tale; the Chief
Executive’s Tale; the Source Handler’s Tale; the Widow’s Tale; the
General’s Tale; the Civil Servant’s Tale and the Spook’s Tale. 

Wilsey’s gripping style, sensitivity and mastery of perspective
makes for fascinating reading. Former members of BATT in Dhofar
will empathise with the focus on informants, well described in The

90-93_Layout 1  09/03/2012  14:07  Page 90



91

BOOK REVIEW

THEWAR QUELLERS
By Mike George. Published by New Generation Publishing. 
ISBN 978-1-908248-79-4. Available through Amazon or through usual
 channels – Waterstones, WH Smith etc. £7.99.

Mike George served in Oman between 1980-85 in HQ SOLF
Manning branch.

The War Quellers is a fanciful fabrication about a 1980’s rebel-
lious uprising in a fictional Middle East sultanate called Ras-al Ham,
which – OK – does just happen to bear rather a striking resem-
blance to somewhere else with which we are all familiar, plus field-
ing a cast of characters of whom some may arguably be quite
recognisable.

It is a fast paced thriller written with a lot of tongue in cheek and
vivid imagination. I read it with much enjoyment and recommend it
to Journal readers who might like something a little lighter than
some of the more serious books we review.

Nigel Knocker

Source Handler’s Tale. Indeed, the motivation of disaffected mem-
bers of the IRA mirrored to some degree that of the Firquat: ‘The
motives of informants varied. Some were at ideological odds with
the organisation or cause they once espoused, and wished to harm
or destroy it. Others sought personal revenge against an individual
or group for past wrongs or present grievances. Yet others ‘turned’
for financial or material reward. Some found pitting their wits
secretly against others irresistible’.

For The General’s Tale the author’s choice fell upon the maverick
Dickie Lawson who succeeded Tim Creasey as GOC in 1979.
This is perhaps the chapter that will resonate most with veterans of
SAF. Tim though is treated with scant respect. The argument was
all about the implementation of the new policy known as ‘Police
Primacy’. Creasey felt it was premature and that ‘Terrorism was too
far advanced and sophisticated, and the terrorists themselves too
’hard’ and well armed to be confronted successfully by police-led
methods and attitudes’. Sir Brian Cubbon, the Permanent
Secretary in the Northern Ireland Office, considered Creasey to be
a prisoner of his past and was critical of Army doctrine. Field

Marshal Lord Bramall, then Chief of the General Staff, wrote: ‘I
believe he [Lawson] had the right sort of personality to work closely
and constructively with the police and civil servants for the benefit
of our joined-up effort… I also felt that his small stature and quite
modest and relaxed demeanour, in such contrast to the bulk and
domineering manner of the albeit able Creasey, was just what was
needed to work closely with the Police, without throwing them on
the defensive, and would thus enable the military points to be got
across firmly without rancour or jealousy’. Wilsey suggests that

‘the nadir of the campaign had been reached’. I wrote in the mar-
gin: ‘Manifestly unfair and biased. Yes, of course the Army studies
terrorism, counter insurgency and peacekeeping – and a distillation
and adaptation of lessons learnt from past and present operations
was, and is, at the heart of military doctrine and training’. That’s my
only diatribe! 

Patrick Shervington, Jebel Regiment and HQ SAF 1974-7
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“SAS OPERATION STORM”
By Roger Cole and Richard Belfield.
Published in hardback by Hodder & Stoughton. Price £18.99.
ISBN 978-1-444-72695-4

This book gives an account of the battle of Mirbat which took place
on the 19th of July, 1972 during Operation Storm in Oman. It
begins by introducing some of the key SAS (BATT) participants, and
then goes on to describe the background to the battle and the situ-
ation in Oman which led to its being fought. The major part of the
book is of course, a highly detailed description of the battle itself,
and the immediate aftermath. It then goes on to describe
Operation Jason, which led to the detection and destruction of a
highly organised adoo cell in northern Oman, whose aim was the
overthrow of the government of HM Sultan Qaboos. Following this
there is an analysis of how the war was won, and the likely conse-
quences if it had been lost. Finally there is a chapter called “Class
War”, which is, perhaps, really what this book is all about.

Although Richard Belfield is described as an award-winning
 television producer/director, author and playwright, there is a disap-
pointing number of errors and inaccuracies in the text. To give a

few examples, the map of Mirbat at the beginning misnames Jebel
Samhan as Jebel Massif, and shows Jebel Ali as being larger than it
is, and much too far to the east, whereas in fact it is by the coast.
Another point is that while Jebel on the map has the accepted
English spelling, in the body of the book the French form, Djebel is
irritatingly used. 

The Trucial Oman Scouts did not provide Sultan Said bin Taimur’s
internal security (Page 44). The Cameroonians (sic, Page 51) sound
more like a West African unit than the Cameroonians, as they were
correctly named. There are numerous errors with regard to the
naming of units, individual appointment titles and facts about
Oman. Without exception, the Arabic translations are quite simply,
wrong.

The first time the SAS went up on to the jebel they did not dis-
cover miles of tunnels formed by knitting the branches of trees to
provide cover from view (pp 150, 151). The confusion here may be
that the jebalis are in the habit of snapping the top branches of
trees in the wadis, then bending them down so that they become
accessible to their camels as fodder. 

The two SAS soldiers captured in the Radfan were not brutally
tortured for days (Page 158) before being beheaded; they had been
killed outright in the preceding fire-fight. 

Water was not supplied in tins (Page 274). It was supplied either
in 20 gallon black plastic barrels or 5 gallon plastic jerrycans. The
notion that the firqat would supply the adoo with water is ludicrous,
especially when one considers that the adoo controlled the wadis,
where there was plenty of water to be had. 

The casualty rate given of SAF and BATT is incorrect. That a book
about the SAS cannot spell its founder’s name correctly says it all
(Page 287).

That said, the description of the battle is excellent, and gives a
very good idea of what happened on that day. Unfortunately a con-
tinuing theme throughout the book is the alleged gulf between offi-
cers and men, hence the title of the last chapter (Class War). The
officers are described, almost without exception, as public school-
educated Toffs who have to earn their place in the Regiment, while
the enlisted men are all decent working class types who deserve
their place. That may have been true once upon a time, but it cer-
tainly wasn’t the case in the 1970s. Early on in the book (Page 12) it
says that “there’ll be no medals, no parades, no recognition”. That
is understood by all SAS soldiers; it is the membership of the
Regiment which is the all-important thing. However, the tone of the
final chapter is rancorous in its condemnation of the MOD, and the
SAS hierarchy for their treatment of the survivors, and their lack of
recognition for what they did, especially Labalaba and Tommy
Tobin, who both died. Perhaps the Mirbat group was treated
unfairly, and it is evident that the feeling of resentment this engen-
dered has simmered over the years. However, it is one thing to har-
bour feelings of resentment, and entirely another to express them,
particularly in writing, where it unfortunately demeans the author.

This is a book which was waiting to be written. To have inter-
viewed all the survivors of the battle, together with many others
who took part, gave the opportunity to provide the definitive
account of what, without doubt, was a remarkable action fought by
a group of very brave men. Nobody apparently reviewed the manu-
script before publication and it fails to do justice to the men who
fought there.

Peter Sichel
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Please send me ....................................... ticket(s) at £30 each for the
Dinner on Friday 30 November 2012.
Other guests £35 per head.

Please list name(s) of guests

I enclose a cheque for £ .............................. made payable to the SAF
Association.

PLEASE APPLY BY 12 NOVEMBER 2012 AT THE LATEST

2012 SAF ASSOCIATION DINNER
will take place in the

ARMY AND NAVY CLUB, PALL MALL, LONDON
AT 1900 FOR 2000HRS ON

FRIDAY 30 NOVEMBER 2012

PLEASE APPLY BY 12 NOVEMBER 2012 AT THE LATEST

To: Lt Cdr Neil Fawcett RN, Two Oaks, Mayfield Fold,
Rock Lane, Burnley, Lancs. BB11 2RN.
Email: neil.fawcett@btinternet.com Tel: 01282 426365

FROM: (BLOCK CAPS) ................................................................................................................................

ADDRESS:..................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................

Service(s)Unit(s) in SAF: ..............................................................................................................

Dates of service in SAF: ..............................................................................................................

I would like to sit near: ..................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................

THE ABOVE INFORMATION WILL ASSIST IN SEATING ARRANGEMENTS
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“WITHTHE SAS AND
OTHER ANIMALS

A VET’S EXPERIENCES DURING
THE DHOFARWAR 1974”

By Andrew Higgins. Published in August 2011 in hardback, by Pen & Sword
Books Limited at £19.99. ISBN 978-1-84884-486-5 (also available from
Amazon)

While other books recently published, and reviewed in this issue of
the SAF Journal, have concentrated on the military aspects of the
Dhofar War, generally in dramatic prose, Andrew Higgins tells a
much gentler story but one which is centred about a significant fea-
ture of the same conflict – namely, the winning of the battle for
Hearts and Minds.

The author was a RAVC officer serving in Northern
Ireland when in late 1973 he was posted to BFPO 66 as the
Veterinary Officer attached to the SAS Squadron in Salalah, and
destined to be the last of a number of RAVC officers in that post. At
the time, the war was still in process and although SAF, supported
by BATT, were on the front foot, there was much hard military graft
to come before the end of the war. A vital part of the campaign was
the winning over to the Sultan’s cause of the jebali tribes and the
creation of secure locations on the jebel which were safe from
adoo attack or influence and which also provided a permanent infra-
structure including a school, a shop and, critically, a waterhole
where their livestock could be looked after in safety. The inclusion
of a vet in the BATT structure meant that animal welfare could be
added to the services offered to the tribes, maintaining the health,
and therefore the value, of their stock, and eventually as part of the
Dhofar Development Department’s plans to improve breeding lev-
els. This entailed regular visits by the vet to the BATT teams at such
locations as “White City”, “Tawi Atair” and “Jibjat”, treating sick
and injured animals and training his Dhofari assistants, and on occa-
sions even doing his “stag” during overnight stops. 

But the SAS Vet’s tasks weren’t confined to the jebel, and as soon
as he arrived he found that he was responsible for the treatment
and clearance of animals in the quarantine station near Raysut
through which all imported live animals had to pass. He also took on
the care of livestock on Salalah plain, both farm and domestic, and
was soon invited to provide his services to the Palace, and in particu-
lar for HM the Sultan’s horses, both in Salalah and in the North. This
wide variety of contact with all levels of Salalah society gave him a
good insight into the people and their way of life and it is his well
observed descriptions of this society that add so much to his story.

The book is well written with a light yet perceptive touch and
with a good selection of photographs, and is well worth reading,
both by old Dhofar hands and also by those who did not know the
area. Incidentally, when Andrew Higgins finished his tour he left the
Army and became the Palace Vet to the Sultan of Oman!

John Quinn

INTRODUCTION
My secondment from 13th/18th Hussars (QMO) to SAF began
with a 6 week language course in Aden in November 1963. I joined
the Muscat Regiment at Bid Bid in February 1964. I was engaged
to Robin Hancock and we were married during my mid tour leave
in January 1965.

On arrival at Bait al Falag I was given a “job description” for my
position in command of the Reconnaissance Platoon, and whoever
wrote it clearly had a remarkably accurate idea of what was
involved (see page 72). As illustration of the variety of assignments
we were given, within days of arriving I was told to meet refugees
landing at Muscat harbour who had come by dhow from Zanzibar.
The revolution there in January had brought to an end centuries of
Arab dominance, and those who escaped the blood-bath were now
making their way to Oman, from where many generations earlier
their ancestors had set out to colonise east Africa. As they came off
the dhows, most with no possessions apart from an umbrella,
many unable to speak a word of Arabic, we bundled them onto
army trucks and escorted them to their ancestral villages in the
Sharqiya. It was a very interesting introduction to Oman.

During the period of my secondment to the Muscat Regiment I
served under two Commanding Officers – Lt Colonel Clive

Chettle and Lt Colonel Trevor Alexander. I got on with both of
them extremely well, and this I believe had a lot to do with the fact
that they employed the Recce Platoon in the role it had been
intended for. I was given a great deal of “free rein” and plenty of
encouragement to roam as widely as possible, probing, investigat-
ing, observing and collecting intelligence, and I always received
their full support when I needed it.

I kept a diary throughout, and have expanded the text of these
entries slightly with extracts from my letters to Robin. ■
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ASSOCIATION PLAQUES
SAF Association Plaques are available from

Nigel Knocker, address page 3, at £15 each including p&p.
Cheque payable to The SAF Association.

MR RECCE
PLATOON 1964-65

Cpl Mohamad Hussein al Baluchi and Michael Butler.

To be continued in 2013

by Michael Butler
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2012 SAF ASSOCIATION COCKTAIL PARTY
will take place in the

EAST INDIA CLUB, 16 ST. JAMES’S SQUARE,
LONDON (OFF PALL MALL)

FRIDAY 8 JUNE 2012
The usual eats will be provided

PLEASE APPLY BY 1 JUNE 2012 AT THE LATEST

To: Neil Fawcett, Two Oaks, Mayfield Fold, Rock Lane,
Burnley BB11 2RN. Email: neil.fawcett@btinternet.com

Please book myself and .................... guests(s) for the SAF Association
Cocktail Party on Friday 8 June.

Charges £20 for SAF Association Members and family members.

Other guests £25 per head.

Please list names of guests

I enclose a cheque for £ .............................. made payable to the SAF
Association.

Or book by email and pay your fee into the SAF Association’s Bank
Account: Sort Code 40-15-17 Account No. 72019116 (HSBC Burnley)

PLEASE APPLY BY 1 JUNE AT THE LATEST

FROM: (BLOCK CAPS) ................................................................................................................................

ADDRESS:..................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................

2012 SAF ASSOCIATION
COCKTAIL PARTY

Peter Isaacs writes:
We have decided to “ring the changes” and visit another historic
club in St James’s for this summer’s annual Cocktail Party; it will be
held in the East India Club between 1830 and 2030 hrs on Friday 8
June 2012.

The East India Club is housed in a splendid Regency building at
No 16 St James’s Square; a few yards from the Rag and the “new”
In and Out. 

On 21 June 1815, the Prince Regent (later George IV) was the
principal guest at the dinner party in this house, when Major Henry
Percy, ADC to the Duke of Wellington, arrived in a chaise and
 bearing four captured French eagles and Wellington’s victory
despatch from the Battle of Waterloo which had occurred three
days earlier. The news was then announced from the balcony to
the crowds that had gathered below. 

The club was founded in 1849; its original members were ‘the
servants of the East India Company and Commissioned Officers of
Her Majesty’s Army and Navy’. Since those early days, the club has
amalgamated with the Devonshire, the Sports and the Public
Schools clubs, and also welcomed members of the Eccentric Club.
According to the Club’s brochure, “The amalgam has been a happy
one, possibly because together, as their titles suggest, the compo-
nent parts reflect the very best diversity of English tradition”!

Attendance prices remain unchanged at £20 for members and
£25 for guests. Please apply by using the form below.

✁

SAF ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
GOLF MATCH

MONDAY, 11 JUNE, 2012
DORSET GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB

For directions see www.dorsetgolfresort.com 

NAME . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

ADDRESS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

E MAIL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

POSITION HELD IN OMAN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

TELEPHONE: HOME  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

OFFICE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

HANDICAP  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EARLY OR LATE START  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

BED & BREAKFAST CLUB HOTEL £40.00    YES/NO

PLEASE RETURN WITH CHEQUE FOR £45 MADE OUT TO:

R. GAINSFORD by 15 June 2012
Robin Gainsford, Grebe Cottage, 19 Briantspuddle,
Dorchester, Dorset DT2 7HS
Home Tel 01929 471419  Mobile 07768 395085
e-mail: robin.gainsford@hotmail.com

SAF ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
GOLF MATCH

MONDAY, 11 JUNE, 2012
DORSET GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB,

NRWAREHAM
For directions see www.dorsetgolfresort.com 

SCHEDULE: 09.00-10.00 Arrive – coffee and a bacon butty

09.45-11.00 28 Stroke Handicap Stableford on

7000 yards Lakeland Course in

groups of 3

Approx 15.30 3 Course lunch with prize giving

Approx 17.00 Depart

This will be the seventeenth year of this event and we are looking
for 30+ gentleman and lady players to turn out this year. The occasion
is intended to be both sporting and fun and certainly the first sixteen
competitions have been extremely enjoyable. The facilities at the
Dorset Golf and Country Club are excellent and it is only two hours
by car from Heathrow, one hour from Southampton and 20 minutes
from Dorchester. Wool railway station is two hours 15 minutes
from Waterloo. Applications are limited to 28 handicappers or less
from the SAF Association or Anglo/Omani Society, or anyone who
can be shown to be a friend of the Sultanate. Spouses may attend
lunch only for £17.00. Club members will be charged £22.00.
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AN EVENTFULYEAR!
SAF IN ACTION
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