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Visits to Oman
There is an increasing tendency for people to ask the Association to
arrange tailor made visits to the Sultanate. Whilst we help when-
ever we can it will be appreciated that this is time consuming in
both the UK and Oman and does not always produce the desired
results.

It is respectfully pointed out that there are many travel agencies
and airlines who now specialise in tours and visits to Oman. The
Omani Ministry of Tourism has a comprehensive website.
However the Association will continue to arrange our own tours
usually designed around Dhofar and the Jebel Akhdar.

Event Costs
Due to ever increasing costs we have had to slightly raise the costs
of some Association events. The committee keep expenditure con-
stantly under review.

RAFO Historical Archive
RAFO are very keen to identify and preserve heritage items that
will help to tell the story of how the Service has developed into the
highly respected force that it is today.
A Historical Archive is steadily being built up in Oman, and this is an
appeal to members of the Association to consider contributing
material from their own sources, eg:
■ Photographs, films
■ Records, orders, official papers
■ Old maps, wall charts, posters
■ Badges, items of uniform or personal equipment
… in other words anything that has a historical value attached to it!

Two potential routes for forwarding material:
■ Items over the internet: direct to R’d Khalid Al-Kharusi, the RAFO
Archivist, at omankhalid1@hotmail.com
■ ‘Hard’ items: through the good offices of the RAF Museum, who
have generously offered to collate material and filter for duplicates.

The person responsible is: Mr Peter Elliott, Head of Archives, Royal
Air Force Museum, Grahame Park Way, Hendon London NW9 5LL.

ASSOCIATION NOTES AND
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Cover Picture
The picture shows His Majesty visiting Khasab at the time
of the Eid Al Adha in the Royal Yacht “Al Said” where he
performed  Eid Prayers and met local dignatories.

EDITORIAL
Many thanks to those who have contributed to this edition of the
Journal. It is smaller than some previous issues, but I suppose it is
inevitable that as time passes, contributions will decrease. So have
a look through your archives, old tin trunks in the attic and see what
you can produce.

The service notes provided by SAF show a gratifying and inter-
esting increase in international cooperation between the Sultanate
and other countries. Look at the many photographs of visits to and
from the Sultanate and you will get a feel for it.

It is also pleasing that the SAF shooting teams and individuals
are continuing to do so well. You will also note that SAF continues
to look after its handicapped – I imagine those mainly wounded in
the Dhofar War.

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS
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CHANGE TO COCKTAIL PARTY
By popular request, it has been decided as an  experiment,

to change the evening cocktail party to a lunch time

party this year. This will take place at the Army and

Navy Club from 1200 to 1400 on Friday 7 June 2013.

Booking form as usual at the back of the Journal.

SEE PAGE 37 FOR NOTE
ABOUT JUND OMAN
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On 8 January 2013, Liwa

Rukn Matar bin Salim bin

Rashid Al Baluchi was
appointed Commander of the
Royal Army of Oman (CRAO).
We congratulate Liwa Matar
on his appointment.

Liwa Matar was born in Ibri
on 3 October 1964. He joined
SAF on 14 March 1981 and
served in 1st Regiment
Sultan of Oman’s Artillery
(SOA) until 1 November
1982, when he went for

Officer Cadet training to the Sultan Qaboos Military Academy, graduating
on 22 October 1983. He returned to SOA as a Gun Position Officer with
the 2nd Regiment. He has subsequently held several Regimental posts
within SOA including Regimental 2IC of 2nd Regiment in 1991 and
Regimental 2IC of 1st Regiment in 1994. He commanded 4th Air
Defence Regiment SOA in 1995 and was appointed Deputy Commander
SOA on 23 July 2008, and the Commander SOA on 18 November 2009.

Liwa Matar has served in several appointments outside SOA during
his career. He served as Adjutant Firqat Forces in 1986, as an Instructor at
the Officers Training School (MTD) in 1991, as 2IC Jebel Regiment (JR) in
1993, and then as SO1 Administration and Personnel in HQ RAO in 1998.
He was promoted Aqeed in 2003 and appointed Director of
Administration and Public Relations HQ RAO in 2003. He was then
posted as Director of the Defence Studies Centre in Office of COSSAF in
2007.

In recognition of his services, he was awarded the Sultans
Commendation Medal in 1995, the Sultans Distinguished Service Medal
in 1997 and the Military Order of Oman (2nd Class) in 2000.

Liwa Matar enjoys reading, shooting, horse riding and sports in
 general. ■

SAF member – Major Chris Morton – from Malvern,
Worcestershire, having served in SON from 1980-86 in the
rank of Lt Cdr, was recently selected as an Olympic
Torchbearer. His selection rested predominantly on the
non-stop fifty years of sport that he has used to fit into his
professional escapades from 1960 with the British Army,
SON, South Africa and eventually UK based organisations.
In particular it was from his role from 1992 to 1996 where
he worked for the South African Rugby Football Union
introducing and developing Rugby in the Townships of
Northern Transvaal, it being a pre-requisite of the abolition
of apartheid that the game was played on a fully inte-
grated, all races basis – which was officially achieved in
1994. Chris in his earlier years was also a county and Army
champion and representative in Athletics and Canoeing,
where in the latter he also helped to pioneer Disabled
Canoeing in the UK in the 1970s. He may also have been
well known to many SAF personnel in the eighties through
his association with Muscat Rugby Club and also when
Chairman of the Arabian Gulf Rugby Union. Sport, of any
discipline, has never been far out of reach for Chris. Kitted
out in the special white tracksuit he ran two legs of the
Round Britain Relay on the 24th May in the small
Shropshire market town of Cleobury Mortimer. On a day
that was almost the hottest in the country so far that year,
very nearly all the residents of the town lined the main
street to cheer the torchbearers on through their town.
Chris reports being exceptionally well received and was
duly honoured by the excited crowds who revelled and par-
tied in the sun on an occasion never seen on their own
doorsteps before. ■

THE
OLYMPICS
A SAF ASSOCIATION

 MEMBER REVELS IN HIS
SELECTION AS AN

OLYMPICTORCHBEARER

We are having another attempt at arranging a SAF Association pri-
vate visit to Oman in May 2014. This would not involve SAF but
would be classified as a tourist visit. It may be remembered that we
had to cancel the visit planned for May 2013 because of lack of
 support.

We have been advised by several members that if wives/
partners could be included then there would be more interest.
Accordingly a programme has been made which will include the

PROPOSED ASSOCIATIONVISIT
TO OMAN – MAY 2014

Ladies, who can either take part with the men if they are inter-
ested, or do their own thing. The programme allows more free time
and visits to different places than on previous tours.

We would need a minimum of 15 people to make the
 programme viable. Ian Buttenshaw advises that he can arrange
 reasonable prices for May.

Before taking matters further would those interested please let Ian

Buttenshaw and Nigel Knocker know by 31 December 2013. ■

NEW
COMMANDER
ROYAL ARMY

OF OMAN
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February 2013 witnessed an unprecedented sports event hosted and organised in Oman by the Office of COSSAF. It’s the Asian
Championship Qualifying to CISM World Cup. The tournament consisted of 5 teams which were Oman, the hosting team, Iraq, Qatar,
Bahrain and Iran. For the first time ever, the Omani Military Team won the Asian Cup title and qualified to the World Military Cup (CISM) to be
hosted in Azerbaijan 2013. COSSAF was conferred the Grand Knight Decoration from the International Military Sports Council (CISM). ■

OMAN MILITARYTEAM
QUALIFIES FORTHEWORLD
MILITARY CUP (CISM) 2013

A picture describing SAF’s
involvement in the Dhofar
War is now in the Special
Forces Club. The picture is
located by the entrance to the
bar. A copy of the text and pic-
ture is shown. We are
indebted to the club, particu-
larly Caroline Griffiths, for
allowing us to have this item
in such a prominent position
and for their cooperation in
arranging its production.

The text is:

THE SULTAN’S ARMED FORCES
Between 1965 and 1975 a guerrilla war was fought in the moun-
tains of Dhofar, the southern province of the Sultanate of Oman.
With the help of her allies, Oman defeated an insurgency which
was supported by the Soviet Union and other Communist states.

Oman’s territorial waters include the Strait of Hormuz through
which much of the oil sustaining the industrialised world must
pass, so Oman’s victory was of great strategic importance for the
West as a whole.  

The Sultan’s Armed Forces included men from several countries,
and among them were Members of this Club. A number lost their
lives fighting a hardy, wily, determined enemy, and three British
officers of the Sultan’s Armed Forces were decorated with the
Gallantry Medal, Oman’s highest award for bravery.

SAF PICTURE INTHE SPECIAL FORCES CLUB

Squadron Leader Peter
Hulme.

Major Paul Wright. Major John Braddell-
Smith.

Paul Wright and John Braddell-Smith were posthumous awards. ■
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NEWS HARVEST 2012
News of the Supreme Commander of Sultan’s Armed Forces in 2012

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said, the Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces, presides over a military
parade on Sunday 18 November 2012 at Sultan Qaboos Air
Academy to mark the Sultanate’s 42nd National Day. Units
from the Sultan's Armed Forces, Royal Guard of Oman and
Royal Oman Police took part in the parade which began
with military music. 

The Columns of Guards staged a military parade in slow
time as they passed the Royal Box chanting the military
anthem to the accompaniment of military music. The
Guards vowed loyalty to His Majesty the Sultan and pro-
nounced the pledge: Faith in Allah, Allegiance to the Sultan
and sacrifice to the homeland. They proclaimed three
times “Long Live His Majesty Sultan Qaboos, the
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces”. The Royal
Anthem was played, and the Guards gave the military
salute to His Majesty the Sultan signalling the conclusion
of the parade. 

Article 2. Promotes Brigadier

Matar bin Salim bin Rashid al

Balushi to the rank of Major
General and appoints him as
Commander of the Royal Army
of Oman.

Royal Decrees Issued

Royal Decree establishes a college for strategic studies in security
and defence fields under the name “The College of National

Defence” and shall operate under the Ministry of Defence, with its
headquarters at the Bait Al Falaj Camp in the Governorate of Muscat.

Royal Decree Introduces

Military Appointments

Article 1. Appoints Major General

Salim bin Mussalam bin Ali

Qattan as Commandant of the
College of National Defence.
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NEWS HARVEST 2012

His Majesty presided over the Annual Royal Horse Race Festival
organised by the Royal Court Affairs (RCA), represented by the Royal
Cavalry, which was held at Madinat Al A’diyat Race Course in the
Wilayat of A’Seeb on 1 January 2012. His Majesty handed over His
Majesty’s cup to winners in other races. 3,863 people took part in the
Festival including 1,285 students, in addition to 842 horses and 60
other animals. The festival included various interesting displays,
including canon dragging and equestrian skills, as well as showing a
number of new horses that have joined the Royal Cavalry. 

His Majesty also launched the book ‘Ubahat Al Sahra’a’ or Desert
Splendour – Royal Cavalry) compiled by the English photographer,
Henry Dallal who has already been awarded international prizes in the
field of books compilation and photography. The book vividly depicts
the  opulence of the Royal Cavalry
and its beautiful horses. ■
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His Excellency the MRDA participated in the opening ceremony of
the Singapore Airshow 2012, held in Singapore over the period
February 14-19. His Excellency and the accompanying military
 delegation watched the air displays performed at the opening
 ceremony.

He visited a number of pavilions for international aircraft manu-
facturers and participating states in the show, and saw the latest
aero military technology systems, manufactured by defence indus-
tries from different countries. HE also met a number of
Singaporean officials.

NEWS OF HIS EXCELLENCYTHE
MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR

DEFENCE AFFAIRS (MRDA) - 2012
In all notes of the meetings that have been held with visiting dignataries, to save space and repetition,

HE Sayyid bin Saud bin Harib al Busaidi, Minister Responsible for Defence Affairs, is shown as

His Excellency the MRDA. Similarly, except where shown, meetings reviewed and discussed matters of common interest.

His Excellency the MRDA took part in the Opening of the 3rd Doha International Maritime Defence Exhibition and Conference (DIMDEX 2012)
held on 26 March 2012 in Qatar at the invitation of Major General Hamad bin Ali al Attiyah, Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces of Qatar.

His Excellency the MRDA received in his office in the Bait Al Falaj
camp on 4 March HE Yusuf Saloojee South Africa Ambassador to the
Sultanate.

His Excellency the MRDA met on 4 March HE Shri Shiv Shankar

Menon, the National Security Adviser of the People’s Republic of
India and the accompanying delegation.

10-13_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:27  Page 10
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NEWS OF MRDA 

His Excellency the MRDA paid a visit to South Africa over the
period 13-16 March at the invitation of Dr Lindiwe Sisulu Minister
of Defence of South Africa. At the meeting, the two sides signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in the field of military co -
operation between the two countries.

Two agreements were signed to provide the Royal Navy of
Oman with four coastal patrol vessels. His Excellency the

MRDA signed the agreement for the purchase of four patrol
vessels for the RNO as part of the “Horizon Project”. The pact
was signed with Singapore Technologies Marine Company.

He also signed an agreement to replace the long serving
Shabab Oman with a sailing vessel as part of the Orchid Project
with the Damen Company of the Netherlands.

The new vessel will continue the historic role of Shabab
Oman in extending friendship between the Sultanate and other
countries in different parts of the world, and enhance Oman’s
maritime presence globally.

The vessel will be equipped with modern communication and
navigation systems, and sailing equipment.

His Excellency the MRDA paid a visit to Spain from 21-26 May. King Carlos met HE Sayyid

Badr asking him to convey his greetings and best wishes of good health and long life to His

Majesty and further progress and prosperity to the Omani people.
His Excellency the MRDA and the Spanish Minister of Defence held talks to discuss

strengthening the existing ties between the two countries and issues of joint interest.

In response to the Royal directives of His Majesty Sultan

Qaboos, the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, regard-
ing establishing the Technological Military College and providing
the Royal Air Force of Oman with a number of Military aircraft,
His Excellency signed four agreements on 19 May.

The first three agreements are related to the establishment of
the Technological Military College and the fourth for aircraft. The
agreement was signed by the CEOs of the three contractors of
the project namely, Al Edrak, Larsen & Tubro and Oman
Shapoorji. The three agreements include construction of the col-
lege’s building, which comprises classrooms, training and rehabil-
itation workshops, offices, students’ accommodation and other
engineering, education and technical facilities. The fourth agree-
ment, signed between HE Sayyid Badr and CEO of EADS
Company of Spain, relates to the purchase of a number of tactical
transport and marine reconnaissance aircraft for RAFO. The
Technological Military College, which will be based near Al
Murtafa Camp, will teach engineering and technical specialties
including aviation engineering, weapon and vehicle systems,
communications radars, computers, in addition to marine and
civil engineering.

10-13_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:27  Page 11
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NEWS OF MRDA

His Excellency the MRDA received on 21 July HE Jamie

Bowden, the UK Ambassador to the Sultanate. He received a
 written message from Mr Philip Hammond, the UK Minister of
Defence, underlying military co-operation between the defence
ministries in the two friendly countries and means of enhancing
them.

His Excellency the MRDA on 29 July receives General Sir Peter

Wall, Chief of the General Staff in the United Kingdom.
The meeting reviewed military cooperation between the two

countries, particularly the cooperation between the Royal Army of
Oman (RAO) and the British Army. 

His Excellency the MRDA on 26 September met His Excellency

Dr Ng Eng Hen, Defence Minister of Singapore.

His Excellency the MRDA received on 1 October Mr Philip

Hammond, the UK Minister of Defence. 

His Excellency the MRDA met on 25 September Fernando

Garcia Sanchez Chief of Staff of the Kingdom of Spain. 

The GCC Defence Council held its 11th meeting in Riyadh over the
period 27-28 November. The Sultanate’s delegation to the meeting
was led by His Excellency the MRDA. The delegation included
senior SAF officers.

10-13_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:27  Page 12
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NEWS OF MRDA

In response to the directives of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos, the
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, to supply the Royal Air
Force of Oman with fighter jets, His Excellency Sayyid Badr

signed on 21 December a deal with the chairman of BAE Systems
to buy a squadron of Typhoon fighter jets. The Typhoon aircraft are
multi-purpose fighter jets equipped with fourth generation technol-
ogy and aerodynamic design which gives them high performance
in manoeuvring and take-off. The agreement was signed in the
presence of Lt General Ahmed bin Harith al Nabhani, Chief of
Staff of the Sultan’s Armed Forces, Air Vice Marshal Matar bin

Ali bin Matar al Obaidani, Commander of the Royal Air Force of
Oman and Mohammed bin Nasser al Rasbi, Under-Secretary of
the Ministry of Defence.

The signing ceremony was also attended by the British
Ambassador to The Sultanate, and a number of British and Omani
 officials.

His Excellency the MRDA received on 9 December Lord Astor,
the Under-Secretary of the UK Ministry of Defence. The meeting
reviewed the continuing relations between the two friendly
 countries.

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said granted the Royal Commendation
Medals to a number of officers, NCOs and personnel from the Ministry of
Defence, the Sultan’s Armed Forces and the Royal Guard of Oman, in
recognition of their dedication to the service of their country as well as
their dedication to the performance of national duty. The event was held at
Bait Al Falaj on 10 December under the patronage of HE Sayyid Badr. ■

The meeting reviewed the
 continuing relations between
the two friendly  countries.
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NEWS OFTHE CHIEF OF STAFF
OF SULTAN’S ARMED FORCES

(COSSAF)
In all notes of the meetings that Lt Gen Ahmed bin Nasser Al Nabhani has held with visiting dignitaries,

to save repetition he is shown as COSSAF. Similarly, except where shown, meetings reviewed military cooperation

between the countries concerned and matter of common interest were discussed.

COSSAF received on 8 January, Lord Astor, the Under-Secretary
of the Ministry of Defence, the spokesman in the House of Lords
of the United Kingdom.

COSSAF on 24 September received Admiral Fernando Garcia

Sanchez and his accompanying delegation. The guest was briefed
on the progress being witnessed by SAF during the prosperous
reign of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin Said.

COSSAF on 3 April received Admiral Philippe Combes, Deputy
Chief of Staff and in Charge of International Relations at the French
Joint Staff.

COSSAF received on 16 April Lt. Gen. Claudio Graziano, Chief of
Staff of the Army of Italy.
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OFFICE OF COSSAF

COSSAF received in his office in MAM on 27 March and 12
November Gen James N Mattis, Commanding General of the US
Central Command. 

COSSAF received in his office in MAM on 10 March Gen. Vincent

K. Brooks, Commander Army of the US Central Command.

COSSAF received in his office in MAM on 1 April Vice Admiral

Rinaldo Veri, Commander of the Naval Forces, NATO.

COSSAF received in his office in MAM on 12 May His Excellency

Mamady Ali, Director of the Office of the Comoros Union
President and Minister of Defence and his accompanying delega-
tion. During the meeting they reviewed bilateral relations, means of
enhancing them and matters of common interest.

COSSAF received in his office on 25 April the GCC Commanders of
Naval Forces. COSSAF welcomed them, in addition to reviewing
fields of military cooperation among the GCC countries in various
aspects.

COSSAF received in his office in MAM on 29 July Gen. Sir Peter

Wall, Chief of the General Staff UK Army. 
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OFFICE OF COSSAF

COSSAF received in his office in MAM on 8 July and on 5
December US Admiral John W. Miller. 

COSSAF received in his office in MAM on 26 February Admiral

Mark Stanhope, Chief of the Naval Staff of the United Kingdom,
and his delegation.

COSSAF received in his office in MAM on 1 May Maj. Gen. Sandy

Story, Assistant Chief of Staff UK and his accompanying delegation.

COSSAF participated in Air and Defence Show 2012, held in the Republic of
South Africa over the period September 19- 21 at the invitation of the Chief of
Staff of the National Defence Forces of the Republic of South Africa. 

COSSAF received in his office in MAM on 10 March a Libyan mili-
tary delegation.

COSSAF received in his office in MAM on 18 March
HE Hassan Kamal Deputy of the Turkish Minister of
Defence and his accompanying delegation.

14-21_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:29  Page 17
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OFFICE OF COSSAF

COSSAF participated in the 200th Anniversary celebration of the
establishment of the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst.

The Command and Staff College (CSC) at the Sultan’s Armed
Forces on 16 July celebrated its Silver Jubilee under the auspices
of Lt Gen Hassan bin Mohsen al Shraiqi, Inspector-General of
Police and Customs in the presence of COSSAF.

COMMAND AND STAFF COLLEGE MARKS SILVER JUBILEE
The Opening ceremony of Command & Staff course (26) was held on 9 September under the auspices of Maj. Gen. Khalifa bin Abdullah

bin Saeed Al Junaibi, Commander of the Royal Guard of Oman.
It is worth noting that Command and Staff College is a higher military educational institution prominent in qualifying Sultan Armed Forces

officers and personnel.

ARMED FORCES DAY RECEPTION IN LONDON
The Omani Military Attaché in London held a reception on the occa-
sion of Sultan’s Armed Forces Day on 11 December attended by
HE Sheikh Abdul Aziz bin Abdullah Al Hinai, the Sultanate’s
Ambassador to the UK. A number of Ambassadors of GCC States
and many military and civilian officials from the British government
and various educational agencies also attended the reception.
Members of the Omani Embassy and its staff also attended.

END OF “AL HAZM” EXERCISE
“Al Hazm” exercise, held by CSC (25), concluded in June. It consti-
tutes an integral part of the curriculum designed by the CSC. 
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OFFICE OF COSSAF

THE SAF MUSEUM
Sultan’s Armed Forces museum was a destination of many senior
officers who had visited the Sultanate recently.

Admiral Mark Stanhope, Chief of Naval Staff UK, and Gen. Sir

David Richards, Chief of Defence Staff UK, visited the museum on
29 February.

Lt. Gen. Simon Mayell, UK Minister of Defence Adviser for
Middle East affairs and his accompanying delegation also visited
the museum on 1 July. They were briefed on the historical docu-
ments that were exhibited in the museum as well as the develop-
ment of SAF.

Air Commodore Al Zubair bin Mohammed al Zubair, Assistant Chief of Staff, SAF (Training and Joint Exercises) visited on 3 July the SAF
shooting team taking part in the military marksmanships held in Bisley, the United Kingdom. Al Zubair listened to a briefing about the
achievements of the SAF shooting team during the competitions, of which the Omani team won most of the top places, both at individual
and team events.

NATIONAL SHOOTING TEAM PARTICIPATES AT
INTERNATIONAL LEVEL – OMANI SHOOTING
ASSOCIATION HAILS ACHIEVEMENTS 
Oman shooting star Ahmed bin

Salim Al Hatmi participated in
London Olympics 2012 repre-
sented by the International
Shooting Federation (ISF). It
was a great success for the
Omani Shooting Association.

Al Hatmi secured top points
in the World Shooting
Championship held in China,
Slovenia, Serbia and Italy and
the London Olympics 2012.

The Sultan’s Armed Forces’ shooting team taking part in the
world Marksmanship which was held in Bisley won two prestigious
cups at the beginning of the championships.

The team won first place in clay pigeon shooting in both pistol
events and second place in the rifle shooting event, thereby ranking
as the second team in the competitions.
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OFFICE OF COSSAF

As directed by His Majesty, a ceremony was held under the aus-
pices of Sayyid Badr bin Saud al Busaidy, Minister Responsible
for Defence Affairs to honour the national and military shooting
teams. The ceremony was in recognition of the achievements
made during 2012.

HANDICAPPED HEALTH & SOCIAL WELFARE
With the aim of looking after serving SAF handicapped personnel, a
trip to the Governorate of Dhofar was organised by the SAF Military
Social Welfare in cooperation with SAF Medical Services between
2-8 September. It aimed at giving moral support to SAF handicapped.

The Fourth occasion for SAF and the Royal Guard of Oman
handi capped was held on 18 March at the Al Shafaq Club.

His Excellency Mohammed bin Nasser bin Mohammed Al

Rasbi, the Under-Secretary of the Ministry of Defence received in
his office on 8 January Lord Astor, the Under-Secretary of the UK
Ministry of Defence and the spokesman in the House of Lords. HE

the MRDA welcomed the guest.

His Excellency Mohammed bin Nasser received on 18 April
Admiral Mark Fox, Commander of Naval Forces, US Central
Command.

His Excellency Mohammed bin Nasser received on 17 March
HE Hassan Kamal Deputy of the Turkish Minister of Defence and
his accompanying delegation.

His Excellency Mohammed bin Nasser received on 16 April
Lt Gen Claudio Graziano, Chief of Staff of Army of Italy. 
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OFFICE OF COSSAF

RETIREMENT DAY
The Defence Ministry, the Sultan’s Armed
Forces and the Royal Guard of Oman celebrated
the Retirement Day. His Majesty Sultan

Qaboos, the Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces, had fixed December 7 every year
to observe this day for retired SAF and RGO per-
sonnel in appreciation of their service for the
Sultanate. ■
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It has been a busy year for RAO,
with elements carrying out three
overseas exercises and hosting
one here. It has also been a year

where there has been an upgrading of rank structures within Units,
all Battalions/Units are now commanded by Aqeeds with
Muqaddams as their 2IC. Also, with the move of NFR to Bid Bid in
early 2012, it completed the Units moving back to their own perma-
nent Barracks, with the end of the 3 year roule between north and
south. One Unit from either north or south deploys to Sarfait and
the border areas for a year as previously. Thus, we now have in the
north, the two Mechanised Battalions DR and MR at Ibra and Ibri
respectively, JR at Nizwa, NFR at Bid Bid and OCR at
Buraimi/Sohar. In the south KJ are back at Arzat, FF at Raysut, WFR
at Thumrait and ORR at Sahalnawt.

ROYAL ARMY OF OMAN
(RAO)

The second exercise, con-
ducted between elements of
RAO (SOP) and the Qatar
Amiri Forces (QAF) took
place in Qatar in April and
comprised a strategic move,
initially the advance group
by RAFO Airbus 320, and
then the main group with their vehicles by RNO in RNOV Nasr Al
Bahr and Al Munassir. The exercise took place at the Al Qalail
Training Area in the south of Qatar and comprised both offensive
and defensive operations, and culminated in the first ever strategic
air lift from one country to another within the GCC, followed by a
tactical parachute jump. This happened on 12 April when 2 and 3
Companies of SOP took off from RAFO Mussana Airbase in RAFO
C130s and flew to Qatar where they dropped in on the exercise,
watched by CRAO.

Later in the year Two Company groups were sent to UK, to partici-
pate in Exercises Wessex Thunder 1 and 2 on Salisbury Plain,
which is pre-deployment training for UK Units going to Afghanistan.
The Oman Units participating do 8 weeks pre exercise training here
in Oman before deploying to UK. WFR sent a Company and their
Battalion Tac HQ on the first exercise in June and operated with
2nd Battalion The Parachute Regiment, they did some joint familiar-
ization training before carrying out the exercise, which was visited
by CRAO. Following the exercise they had a day in Bath and
Salisbury and a final one in London before returning home. The
Second exercise followed the same format, with pre deployment
training in Oman before going to the UK. This time a Company of
NFR went in November and operated with 1st Battalion
Coldstream Guards. They ended up with
two days in London,
where NFR hosted a
Cocktail party for the
Coldstream Guards
participants.

In February 2012, Exercise AL JABAL 12 was held in Oman. It was
a joint exercise with Oman’s Parachute Regiment (SOP) and
Airborne Units and Special Security Forces (AU & SSF) of the Royal
Saudi Land Forces. It comprised an Assault up two routes from the
north side of the Jebel Akhdar followed by field firing at Saiq
Ranges. This was followed by a descent on foot, accompanied by
CRAO, to Rustaq followed by an attack and parachute drop demon-
stration in the Hazm area.

It comprised an Assault up two routes
from the north side of the Jebel Akhdar
followed by field firing at Saiq Ranges. 
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ROYAL ARMY OF OMAN

Adventure training continued with two Expeditions in 2012. The
first was a rerun of the 2011 Ski Expedition, from 29 January until
19 February to Ruhpolding in Germany where the Oman team
again competed in the Royal Logistic Corps Ski Championships in
which they did exceptionally well in the 22km Cross Country Patrol
Race coming 8th out of 39 Teams, many who failed to finish.

CRAO hosted the Chief of Staff of the Italian Army in April 2012 and
then in July, UK CGS, Sir Peter Wall visited Oman. CRAO visited
both the Exercise in Qatar and the first one in UK as well as going
on a four day visit to Saudi Arabia in September.

The year concluded with the normal busy December, with Armed
Forces Day being held at SAFTR under the auspices of the Minister
of Legal Affairs, HE (Dr) Abdullah bin Mohammad Al Said. A
number of demonstrations took place; the RAO Band and Drill
Squad, MSO Cavalry, NFR showing what they learnt from their UK
Exercise, SOP Free Fallers and Paramotors, but the highlight was a
debut performance of the RAO “Bicycle Band”, which was very
well received by all attending.

The major expedition of
the year was the
Expedition to Climb Mont
Blanc (4810m) the high-
est mountain in Western
Europe. The team car-
ried out extensive
preparation in the Jebel

Akhdar in the first two weeks of
June before moving to Chamonix in the Alps, to do another week’s
training, in Crevasse Crossing, trekking on glaciers and similar
skills, before the final climb to the summit of Mount Blanc on 26/27
June 2012. They reached the peak at 0730 hours on 27 June. After
this some para-gliding near Chamonix was carried out before
returning to Oman
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ROYAL ARMY OF OMAN

Comd Border Guard Bde
Ameed Rukn Khamis bin Ali Al Alawi

(WBSF, CO MR, latterly Dep Comd 11 Inf Bde)

Comd Musandam Sector (wef 23/7/13)
Ameed Rukn Salim bin Mohammed Al Jahdami

(SAFE, latterly DG Admin/Manning HQ RAO)

Comd MSO (wef 23/7/13)
Ameed Rukn Mohammed bin Salim Al Shibli

Comd SOA
Ameed Rukn Salim bin Nasser Al Khadouri

Comd SAFE (wef 23/7/13)
Ameed Rukn Ahmed bin Abdullah Al Hunani

Comd SAF Sigs (wef 23/7/13)
Aqeed Rukn Mohammed bin Ahmed Al Lamki

Head of FMS
Ameed Rukn Salim bin Nasser Al Salmi

Comd SAF Tpt
Ameed Rukn Nasser bin Abdullah Al Qasabi

Head of FOS (wef 23/7/13)
Ameed Rukn Saud bin Khalifa Al Hatmi

Head of EME (wef 23/7/13)
Aqeed Rukn Mohammed bin Rashid Al Baluchi

Comd SAFTR (wef 23/7/13)
Ameed Rukn Ishmail bin Shahab Al Baluchi

(NFR, CO WFR, latterly Dep Comdt SAFTR)

Comd KSQA
Ameed Rukn Abdullah bin Ahmed Al Kathiri

(ORR, CO MR, latterly Comd Bdr Gd Bde)

Comdt MTD (wef 23/7/13)
Ameed Rukn Abdullah bin Said Al Abri)

(SOA)

This was followed by
the annual KSQA
Commissioning
Parade on 23
December in MAM
under the auspices of
the Minister of
Diwan, HE Khalid bin
Badar Al Busaidi.

The highlight was a debut performance of the 
RAO “Bicycle Band”, which was very 

well received by all attending.

During 2012, there were some changes in the Commanders

and Director Generals in HQ RAO, as a result of retirements

and postings. The following is the updated list.

PSO
Ameed Rukn Ibrahim bin Suleiman Al Raheli

(OCR, CO DR, latterly DG Log/Qtg)

DG Ops/Trg (wef 23/7/13)
Ameed Rukn Hamed bin Rashid Al Baluchi

(NFR, CO JR, Latterly Comd 23 Inf Bde)

DG Obsn and Inspections (wef 23/7/13)
Ameed Rukn Hamed bin Nassir Al Nabhani

(NFR, CO DR, latterly Comd 11 Inf Bde)

DG Admin/Manning (wef 23/7/13)
Ameed Rukn Khalifa bin Said Al Busaidi

(NFR, CO MR, latterly NDC Development Team)

DG Log/Qtg
Ameed Rukn Hamed bin Saif Al Hatali

(SAF Tpt)

Comd 11 Inf Bde (wef 23/7/13)
Ameed Rukn Saif bin Mohammed Al Sheedi

(WBSF, CO NFR, latterly Comd FQ Forces)

Comd 23 Inf Bde (wef 23/7/13)
Ameed Rukn Mohammed bin Mafoudh Al Nabhani

(NFR, CO DR, latterly Dir Ops HQ RAO)

22-29_Layout 1  08/04/2013  09:09  Page 24



25

RAFO CELEBRATES GRADUATION OF
 OFFICER CADETS COURSE
The Royal Air Force of Oman (RAFO) on 26 December 2011 cele-
brated the graduation of officer cadets course (21). The ceremony
was held at the field of Ghala Base and Sultan Qaboos Air Academy
under the auspices of His Excellency Dr Yahya bin Mahfoodh Al

Mandhari, Chairman of State Council. The occasion was attended
by a number of Sultan Armed Forces senior officers, officers and
other ranks. 

ROYAL AIR FORCE OF OMAN
(RAFO)

RAFO celebrated on
Tuesday 28 February at
Muaaskar Al Ansab the
“Teacher Day” under 
the auspices of Air

Commodore Nasser bin

Juma bin Mohammed

Al Zidjali, Director of Administration and Manpower. 

RAFO celebrated on 28 February the graduation of a new batch of
air technicians at the Air Technical College under the auspices of
Air Vice Marshal Matar bin Ali Al Obaidani, CRAFO.

RAFO participated in the Military Music Festival in Germany over
the period 29 February – 6 March 2012.

EIGHTH CULTURAL SEASON AT NIZWA
UNIVERSITY 
Within the spirit of cooperation between various institutions in the
Sultanate, RAFO participated in The 8th Cultural Season at Nizwa
University entitled “Towards Sustainability of Resources and
Environment”. The aim of this event is to widely raise awareness
among students and members of the Omani society.

RAFO ANNUAL NIGHT 
RAFO held its annual night at the Al Shafaq Club on 31 March under
the auspices of Dr Madeeha bint Ahmed Al Shaibaniyah,
Minister of Education. Winners from Air bases of air safety, admin-
istrative competence, catering, cultural, sports activities and quality
assurance competition during 2011 were honoured by the Minister.
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ROYAL AIR FORCE OF OMAN

RAFO MUSIC NIGHT 
RAFO held its music night on 24 April at Ghala Base under the
 auspices of Air Vice Marshal Matar bin Ali al Obaidani. The
event was attended by RAFO senior officers, officers and other
ranks.

PRIZE-GIVING DAY
Air Vice Marshal Matar bin Ali al Obaidani honoured on 8 May
the RAFO shooting team in recognition of their participation and
the top points they secured in the SAF light weapons shooting
competition (17). The event was attended by RAFO senior officers,
officers and other ranks. ■

RAFO participated in the International Airshow 2012 which was
held at Fairford Air Base in the United Kingdom over the period
6-8 July. The airshow included various events that vividly reflected
the good relations between the Sultanate and the United Kingdom.
The airshow was attended by CRAFO.

RAFO held its music night at the
on 24 April at Ghala Base

LONG SERVICE &
GOOD CONDUCT
MEDALS 
RAFO honoured in April a
number of personnel at
RAFO air bases under the
auspices of Air Vice Marshal

Matar bin Ali al Obaidani,
CRAFO, who pinned medals
of long-service and good
 conduct on personnel in
appreciation to their long-
service and dedication.
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His Majesty Sultan Qaboos gave an audience in February to
Admiral Mark Stanhope, Chief of Naval Staff UK. They discussed
aspects of bilateral cooperation and matters of common concern.
His Excellency Sayyid Badr bin Saud bin Harib Al Busaidi and
Rear Admiral Abdullah bin Khamis al Raisi, Commander of the
Royal Navy of Oman also received Admiral Mark Stanhope.

ROYAL NAVY OF OMAN (RNO)

RNO took part in the opening of the 3rd Doha International
Maritime Defence Exhibition and Conference (DIMDEX 2012) held
in Qatar. Admiral Abdullah bin Khamis al Raisi, CRNO and his
military delegation watched the demonstrations which were held at
the opening. The defence exhibition was aimed at focusing mainly
on defence and maritime security. 

RNO celebrated in April the graduation of the university officer
cadets course and the first batch of new female recruits under the
auspices of CRNO.

The defence exhibition aimed at
defence and maritime security. 

RNO hosted in April the 12th meeting of GCC Commanders of
Naval Forces. The meeting discussed several issues relating to
reviewing fields of military cooperation within the GCC countries.
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ROYAL NAVY OF OMAN

ROYAL NAVY OF OMAN OBSERVES
WORLD HYDROGRAPHY DAY
The Royal Navy of Oman joined the International Hydrography
Organisation (IHO) in celebrating World Hydrography Day, which
falls on June 21 every year. The event seeks to raise awareness
about the safety of navigation in the world’s seas, gulfs and other
water ways. Natural obstacles pose immeasurable dangers to ves-
sels travelling around the globe. More than 90 per cent of the
world's trade, and 60 per cent of the annual world oil consumption,
are transported by sea routes.

The Royal Navy of Oman shooting championship 2012 concluded
in October under the auspices of HE Mohammed bin Nasser bin

Mohammed Al Rasbi, Under-Secretary of the Ministry of
Defence. The competition included clay pigeon shooting both in
pistol and rifle.

The Royal Navy of Oman celebrated its Annual Day, which falls on
November 3rd every year, under the auspices of Dr Fuad bin

Jaafar al Sajwani, Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries.
The ceremony was held at the military parade field at Said bin

Sultan’s Naval Base.
The RNO band played the honour anthem after which the chief

guest inspected the front rank of the protocol guard. This was fol-
lowed by a march past in slow and quick time.

The chief guest in his speech said that the celebration coincides
with the 42nd National Day anniversary.

RNO in July celebrated the graduation of a batch of new recruits
under the auspices of His Excellency Mohammed bin Nasser bin

Mohammed Al Rasbi.
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ROYAL NAVY OF OMAN

The city of Riga was venue to a ceremony marking the presentation
of the Sultan Qaboos Prize for Sailing. The prize went to Alexander
Von Humboldt sail ship of Germany.

As many as 360 sailors took part in the competition which began
on November 15. The event coincided with the Sultanate’s celebra-
tion of the 42nd National Day.

RNO launched in co-ordination with the Oman Mail Company a
new commemorative stamp, named Sultan Qaboos Award for
Sailing on the occasion of RNO Day on November 3 each year.
CRNO officially inaugurated the stamp at his office in November.
Muaaskar al Murtafaah.

On the occasion of the Armed Forces Day and the Retired Day,
RNO organised a ceremony in December at Said bin Sultan Naval
Force under the auspices of Shaikh Salim bin Mest’hail al

Maashani, Adviser at the Diwan of Royal Court. ■

On the occasion of the Armed
Forces Day and the Retired

Day, RNO organised a
 ceremony in December at Said

bin Sultan Naval Force
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The Queen Alexandra Hospital Home (QAHH) is a specialist facility
providing nursing and rehabilitation care for ex-Service personnel
with severe physical disabilities and progressive neurological condi-
tions. Over the years, QAHH has been home to a number of indi-
viduals who have served in Oman, along with one current resident,
and the Hospital Home’s connections to Oman don’t stop there.

The Queen Alexandra Hospital Home’s connections with Oman
began with the late Major General Sir Philip Ward, who was a
former Chairman of the Hospital Home. As Commander of the
British Forces in the Gulf in the early 1970s, Major General Ward
regularly visited Oman and had regular contact with HM the Sultan

both during that time and also subsequently when he retired from
the Army, visiting Oman regularly as a guest of HM. As a result, he
always maintained close and affectionate ties with Oman.

During his time as Chairman of The Queen Alexandra Hospital
Home, Major General Ward also became The Lord Lieutenant of
West Sussex – and with wide ranging contacts both in the UK and
overseas, was responsible for significantly raising the profile of
QAHH. The late Brigadier Tim Landon for instance, who was also
a great friend of Philip Ward, subsequently became a long-time
financial supporter of the Queen Alexandra Hospital Home until his
sad death in 2007.

To the present day, the Hospital Home’s connections with Oman
are still strong. The current Chief Executive, John Paxman, is a for-
mer member of SAF having served on secondment in the Muscat
Regiment from early 1974 to late 1976. He most memorably
served at Sarfait for the breakout of SAF from the jebel to the sea,
to cut the adoo lines of supply and communication in 1975. He later
returned as a contract officer in 1978 until 1985. He most recently
returned to Oman with the Association tour for the Veterans’ Day
and Armed Forces Celebrations in 2010, as outlined in Gordon

Allen’s excellent article in Issue 60 of the Journal.

Over the past twelve years, the Hospital Home has changed and
developed and the facilities and services are ever evolving, to meet
the changing needs and requirements of the current wave of dis-
abled ex-Servicemen and women. With a range of specialist serv-
ices and facilities provided on site, the Hospital Home is now
regarded as one of the leading establishments in the country for
the rehabilitation of those with an Acquired Brain Injury.

It is these specialised facilities that have been of benefit to a for-
mer member of the Parachute Regiment and SAS, who served as a
B Squadron ‘BATT man’ in Salalah on more than two occasions
between 1974 and 1976. Sadly he now suffers from severe MS and
is confined to a wheelchair with extremely restricted movements,
but he is still able to recount the exciting times he experienced dur-
ing his Service to interested and like-minded kindred spirits.

There have been seven former residents at QAHH over the past
12 years – now all sadly deceased – who had all served in Oman at
some time, either as part of the Loan Service element during the
Dhofar war days; or as a member of the SAS. All were immensely
proud of their service in Oman, and all had known comrades and
friends who had been injured and/or maimed during the war years
there. The same is true of the current connections and is the major
reason why QAHH continues to support the Journal – in memory of
happy, exciting days but also in memory of injured friends and col-
leagues, some of whom are now coming to QAHH as their health
and mobility deteriorates due to the injuries and illnesses experi-
enced when serving or afterwards.

It is the aim of QAHH to help each and every one of our residents
to live as active, independent and fulfilled lives as possible. Our
multi-disciplinary team comprised of nurses, occupational therapists,
physiotherapists, speech & language therapists and social & recre-
ational team work together to tailor a rehabilitation programme to
help each individual to achieve his or her individual goals.

THE QUEEN ALEXANDRA
HOSPITAL HOME

It is the aim of QAHH to help
each and every one of our 
residents to live as active, 
independent and 
fulfilled lives as 
possible.

Above: Resident preparing food in the rehabilitation kitchen.
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THE QUEEN ALEXANDRA HOSPITAL HOME

Resident using new 
technology to communicate. 

The current President of the Hospital Home (and regular visitor)
is HRH Princess Alexandra. HRH follows the changes and news
within QAHH on a regular basis, particularly that of new arrivals.
HRH is another strong friend of Oman and of HM the Sultan and
frequently recounts news of both, when on her visits to QAHH.

With increasing numbers of British casualties returning seriously
injured from current conflicts, it is likely that the services provided
by QAHH will be in demand for many years to come. With no
Government funding, we rely on voluntary income to support those
ex-Servicemen and women now living with a physical disability or
progressive neurological condition. 

For more information on the work of QAHH or to make a
 donation please visit our website www.qahh.org.uk, email
ceo@qahh.org.uk or call 01903 213458. ■

Above: HRH Princess Alexandra visits QAHH in April 2012.

The current President of the
Hospital Home (and regular 

visitor) is HRH Princess
Alexandra. HRH follows the

changes and news within 
QAHH on a regular basis, 

particularly that of new arrivals. 
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The 27th Annual Dinner of The Scottish SAF Association took place
on Saturday 12th May 2012 at Douneside House, Tarland,
Aberdeenshire. 20 guests attended.

Valerie Robinson (British Embassy)
Neil & Margaret Lamb (MR/SAFTR)
Euan & Mollie Scroggie (NFR)
Sandy & Di Blackett (MR)
Neil & Marjorie Fawcett (SON)
Reg & Gay Millard (SOLF)
Nicol & Vi Cameron (SOA)
Sandy & Lesley Dawson (NFR/JR)
David Sandifer & Christine Chapman 

Seonaid Hastie Smith

Fiona Warton

Bunny Spencer 

This was the 27th year that we gathered at Douneside House for a
most enjoyable reunion Dinner in the glorious Aberdeenshire coun-
tryside. It has become a tradition for many of us to extend our stay

and spend a few days together at Douneside in the outstanding
country house atmosphere provided by the managers, Paul &

Ginny Rennie. This year was no exception and the loyal group
always enjoy meeting those who join us for the first time. For those
who make the effort to travel to Aberdeenshire we guarantee a
very warm welcome. 

The 28th Annual Scottish SAF Association Dinner will take place
on Saturday 18th May 2013 at Douneside House, The MacRobert
Trust, Tarland, Aboyne, Aberdeenshire, AB34 4UL

Please contact Robin Hastie Smith

hastiesmith@blueyonder.co.uk tel. 01796 472439 or
Neil Lamb neillamb@btinternet.com tel. 01700 831362 
if you would like to attend the dinner.

You are welcome to attend the Dinner without booking accommo-
dation however if you would like to stay for one or several nights at
Douneside House please contact Paul & Ginny Rennie and mention
that you are part of the Oman Reunion.
Tel: 013398 81230  www.dounesidehouse.co.uk
email: manager@dounesidehouse.co.uk ■

SCOTTISH DINNER 2012

L to R: Sandy Dawson, Nicol Cameron, Sandy Blackett, Euan Scroggie, Neil Lamb, Valerie Robinson, Neil Fawcett and Reg Millard.

The 12th Salalah/Dhofar Dinner was held in the Army & Navy Club
on Friday 28 September 2012. It took the form of a Ladies’ Dinner
Night and was attended by members of the Army, Navy, Air Force
and Civilians who all worked in Dhofar, and their guests. Some 40
sat down to Dinner at round tables of from 8 to 10 people and were
served a 3 course dinner with white and red wine and port. A bar
was open before and after Dinner and was well used. ■

SALALAH/DHOFAR DINNER
28 SEPTEMBER 2012

The next Salalah/ Dhofar Dinner will be held in London at
a venue to be decided on Friday 13 September 2013. If you
are not superstitious and wish to attend and you are not
on George Correa’s database, please contact him on:
georgecorrea@btinternet.com
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NEWS ABOUT PEOPLE
Colin Boxall-Hunt. HQ Dhofar Bde 1972-
1974. Colin continues to write novels which,
when sold, raises money for the ABF – The
Soldiers Charity. He also is a voluntary case
worker for the Royal British Legion and lives
and works in Exeter. Colin can be contacted
on csboxallhunt@talktalk.net

Mike and Robin Butler. MR 64/65. Dhofar
Development Dept early ’70s. Mike and Robin
are in Australia and say: “Our email address is
bartlehill@googlemail.com in case anyone
from our Omani past would like to get in touch
with us. We are enjoying our rural Australian
existence. The bush fires are well to the south
of us, but the current high temperatures and
the hot winds are positively Arabian.”

Mike Wolfenden (DR 1974-76)
writes:
I was so sorry to hear about Ian

Rycroft (Popcorn); I bumped into
Ian Gordon in Kabul who also knew
Ian Rycroft well. Ian Gordon has his
own security company, IDG Security
Ltd, working out here, which is
staffed with Gurkhas providing secu-
rity all over this theatre and I believe
many more.

After the Maldives (see SAF
Journal March 2011) and having
studied and passed my project man-
agement exams I secured a post
with Oryx Projects based in Kabul. As
part of the project team we con-
structed a 10 acre Logistics Hub for
all the shipments of containers and
reefers from Maersk Pakistan to the
US Forces throughout Afghanistan.
We also handled the retrograde mili-
tary equipment so the compound
was a high level target due to its
obvious links with US Forces. Once
the Terminal Hub was complete I did
rotations as Operations Director and
Depot Manager.

Then one of the Afghan compa-
nies that provided us with camp serv-
ices, Zahid Samim Ltd, impressed
me and when they made me an offer
I could not refuse, I took it and
moved onto a new position as their
Country Manager. I have pushed the
company into construction to com-
plement our extensive camp serv-
ices business as I see a change
coming in 2013/14 and we have
completed over 30 projects for the
UN, SHAPE, IOM, MORR, ISAF. I do
not believe I could have set up the
security work in Iraq, run a recon-
struction island in the Maldives or
successfully managed these two
posts in Afghanistan, without my mil-
itary training and my SAF experience
in Oman, which I still regard as the
highlight of my life. 

ASSOCIATION
PLAQUES

SAF Association Plaques
are available from

Nigel Knocker, address page 3,
at £15 each including p&p.

Cheque payable to 
The SAF Association.
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SAF DINNER
FRIDAY 30 NOVEMBER 2012

The 2012 SAF dinner was held in 
the Army and Navy Club. Eighty one 
members and guests were present including
His Excellency the Omani Ambassador.
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For the third consecutive year the Lunch was held at The Camelot
at South Cadbury in Somerset on 28th July. After the suggestion
last year, it has now become an annual event instead of biennial
and is organised by Nick Holbrook and Johnnie Kirkham. A total
of 57 attended.

Amongst those attending were:
Mohammed Usman Al Baluchi, Clive Brennan, Patrick & Rosie

Brook, Robin Burnett, Ian & Ann Christie, Andrew Collins &

Jackie Christie-Collins, Gwen Davis & Bill MacGillivray, Hugh

Colly & Fiona de Fontblanc, Patrick & Penny Dunn, Ria

Dunseith, Dick & Anne Fox, Robin & Kate Gainsford, Ian

Gordon, Stephen & Mary Gruner, Donald & Pearl Hargreaves,

Tony & Lottie Higgins, Nick and Mary Holbrook, Philip

Horniblow, Grania Howard, Nigel and Angela Knocker, Richard

John & Juliet Lambert, Mike Lobb, Fergus MacKain-

Bremner, Nick & Lena Mander, Tom & Colyn Moore, Tony &

Penny Murly-Gotto, Jonathan Palmer, Peter and Ginnie

Sincock, Kevin & Carol Smith, Andrew & Sheila Swindale,

Peter Ward, Barry & Mandy West, Richard and Pam Wood,

Roger & Peg Woodiwiss. ■

2012 WESSEX LUNCH
For the third consecutive year the Lunch was held at 

The Camelot at South Cadbury in Somerset on 28th July 
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2013 WESSEX LUNCH
This year’s gathering will again be held at the Camelot Inn,
South Cadbury, BA22 7EX on Sunday 28 July 2013 from
12 noon. Those wishing to attend should send a cheque payable
to ‘Wessex Lunch’ (still only £25 per head) to John Kirkham,

The Old Rectory, Oake, Taunton TA4 1AR.

The Camelot is under new ownership and has been consider-
ably smartened up since last year. This year the spit roast will be
roast Lamb with a choice of puddings, wine, beer and soft
drinks. Other drinks will be available from the bar at members
own cost.
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on 35 points. Fourth was Bomber Wells (Royal Navy/SON) with 33
points on count back from Richard Tregarthen (British
Army/SOLF). Longest drive was achieved by Bomber Wells and the
nearest the pin was again Bomber Wells, but Iain Croysdill was
given the prize as he was second in both departments.

The competitors were: Alec Armitage, Ted Brown (Guest),
Peter Clarke (Royal Navy/ Virgin Airlines), Graham Cross, Iain
Croysdill, John De Winton, Michael De Winton, Robin Gainsford

(Royal Navy/SON/Ministry of Environment), John Gunning (Royal
Navy/CSON), Henry Hogger (British Ambassador Syria/UAE), Ron

Jones (Guest/Westlands Helicopters), Colin Lovegrove, Patrick
Sheahan, Robin Snaith, Frank Stanton, Marion Stanton, Sammy

Stubbs (Royal Navy/SON), Jack Thompson (British Army/SOLF),
Richard Tregarthen, Ted Wells, Mark Whitley (Royal Navy/Gulf
LCTs), Brian Whittingham, Ralph Wykes-Sneyd. ■

The weather forecast was far from good with torrential rain and
flooding in the South East of the Country but after two days of rain
in Dorset it held good for us with only a few spots of rain occurring
and even the odd burst of sunshine – heaven forbid. The course
was in immaculate condition although the bunkers provided a con-
siderable challenge to those not used to concrete type floors and
swimming pools but we did have a local rule for the day for a free
drop out if half full! An excellent lunch featuring roast beef and
some red and white wine concluded a most enjoyable day. This fix-
ture is for those who have served in a military or civilian capacity in
or have a strong affection for the Sultanate of Oman or adjacent
countries in the Middle East. Ladies are most welcome to attend
either as players or for the lunch only. This year we were slightly up
on numbers with 27 sitting down for lunch including 4 ladies and 23
players venturing out on the course. One lady player who was most
welcome braved the dominantly male players and acquitted herself
very well and made 27 points the tournament average. Players ven-
tured out in threes and there were no hold ups so a round took a
very pleasant 4 and 1/4 hours. 

This year we had 23 competitors on the Lakeland Course It was
nice to see some new faces attending our gathering for the first
time. They were Ted Wells (Royal Navy/SON), Michael De Winton

(Royal Navy/Australian Air Sea Rescue) and a son of John De

Winton, Colin Lovegrove (SOAF/RAF), Graham Cross

(SOAF/RAF), Iain Croysdill (Guest of Brian Whittingham), Frank

and Marion Stanton (Royal Navy/AUWE), Ralph

Wykes-Sneyd (Royal Navy). It would be nice to make
it 30 competitors next year and please bring wife, girl-
friend, partner for lunch and perhaps to drive home.

We had some very good scores and a new winner
as last year’s winner Philip Sevier-Summers was not
fit enough to compete. Our new winner, also from the
British Army, with the most excellent score of 41
points was Alec Armitage. Second was Robin

Snaith (Military Insurance Broker) on count
back from Patrick Sheahan (British Army/Iran)

SAF ASSOCIATION
GOLF MATCH 2012

Monday 11 June 2012 at
Dorset Golf and Country Club – Near Wareham, Dorset

SEVENTEENTH ANNIVERSARY MATCH

Michael De Winton, John Gunning and John De Winton. Sammy Stubbs, Bomber Wells and Frank Stanton.
Ladies prize to Marion Stanton.

Alec Armitage, Marion Stanton and Ralph Wykes-Sneyd.

Brian Whittingham, Iain
Croysdill and Ron Jones.

The next match will be on Wednesday 12 June 2013. There

will be plenty of prizes. The cost will be only £45.00. It would
be particularly nice to see some of the old faces who have
played before returning and challenging the Winner who
has won two years in a row. Please encourage all your friends
to join in. Please contact me on 01929 471419 or e-mail
robingainsford@hotmail.com, if you have not already done so, to
show interest and I will put you on my e-mail dist.
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Sponsored by Charles Kendall Group

N Webster Canada RNO 82-86
JD Turner Devon
GA Fyfe Hants
R Evans Hants RAFO 74-75
M Johnson Plymouth
H Cameron Shropshire RAFO 76-77
RFJ Harrison Cheltenham RAFO
GR Davies Ashford SOA 77-80
MB King London
MDA Scott-Hayward Cupar Fife
D Webb Abu Dhabi

MISSING IN
2012 Jund Oman is a SAF newspaper with a wide readership amongst all

ranks from private to commander level and also some civilians. It
has developed considerably in the last few years and is a well pro-
duced paper. Whilst they include material about their own services,
they would like articles of interest at a reasonably higher level cov-
ering experiences such as the Falklands War; helicopter and aircraft
developments; naval tactics; special forces and so on.

They do not want politics covered. The length would be about
four pages of A4 and maps and pics should be included. THEY DO
NOT WANT DHOFAR WAR STUFF!

They would pay authors about £400 per article but this could be
negotiated depending on the quality of work.

Anyone interested in taking part in this scheme please contact
Nigel Knocker who will pass on the contact details in Oman.

JUND OMAN

Tom McClymont (SO Eng Support SOAF MT 84-07)
Fiona Wilson (RAFO Technical College 12-current)
Peter Shergold (SO3 Tng 23 Inf Bde 11-13)
Anna Gill (ROP (Nursing) 82-86)
Donald Hargreaves (ISS 1984-2000)
Iain Reith (DEME 07-09)

JOINED IN 2012 * COPY FOR THE
2014  JOURNAL BY

1ST DECEMBER 2013 –
 PREFERABLY BY EMAIL
OR ON A DISC PLEASE *
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The following deaths have also been recorded:

2011 Major David GA Holt, RMP; JR 1972-74, and Staff
Captain A, HQ Dhofar Brigade.

Jan 12 Jitendra (Jit) Bista, SOAF 1980-85. He served in
SOAF as a heli pilot and ops officer. He joined
SOAF through the late Terry Dowdall, whose wife
was Nepalese. Jit was born in Nepal in 1950 and
joined the Nepalese Army and it is believed went to
Sandhurst at some time, hence his sometimes
almost unintelligible accent, a mix of very British
and Nepalese. He trained as a fixed wing pilot in
India, then later as a helicopter pilot, and continued
to fly until a few months before he died. 

26 Jan 12 Major Peter AH Spencer, RA; SOA 1973/74.

29 Jan 12 Captain Peter M Coates, SLI and 3 Para; NFR
1967-69.

Jun 12 Dr Michael Rolfe, FBH 1993-99. Michael Rolfe
was killed by a landslide in Somerset, during heavy
rain.

2 Jun 12 Captain Christopher Burne, CBE, RN. RNO 1985
to 1987. 

2 Jul 12 Captain Tim Ash, MBE, WKhM; R Sigs; TOS and
ORD/ISS. After Arabic training in Aden, Tim was
posted to Sharjah in 1964 to run the British Foreign
Office Arabic language radio station, joining the
TOS in 1968. He was commissioned and appointed
District Intelligence Officer in Ras al Khaima where
he used his gift for speaking Arabic to establish
close relations with the ruler, Sheikh Saqr bin

Mohammed Al Qasimi, and with the mountain
tribes, enabling him to gather intelligence that on a
number of occasions ensured the interception of
weapons and explosives destined for rebels in
Dhofar. In 1979, Tim joined ORD, from where he
retired in 1985.

He was Vice-President of the Indian Military
Historical Society and an expert on British military
graves in India. Our condolences go to his wife
Ruth, whom he met and married while in Ras al
Khaima, and to his children.

23 Jul 12 Captain Paddy Hoon, RE, SAFE 1977-78. Paddy
died of a heart attack while running in the Hash in
Dar es Salaam, where he had a business.

27 Jul 12 Lt Col Graham Pike, late Director of Music, Royal
Guard Brigade.

30 Jul 12 Lt Cdr James Buckett. Late Merchant Navy, RNO
1984-98 including command of SNV Sultana from
1986-98.

7 Aug 12 Lt Col William Walter (Bill) Kerr, WKhM; RHF;
CO Muscat Regiment, 1972-74. 

16 Aug 12 Sqn Ldr Douglas J Dargie, RAF; SOAF. 

24 Aug 12 Major Ted Taylor, MBE, Buffs, Queens; DIO
Dhofar Brigade, early 1970s.

10 Sep 12 Sqn Ldr Denis J Lowery, AFC, RAF (Retd);
Commander Royal Flight. Dates from West.

28 Sep 12 Sqn Ldr Paul Greenaway, RAF; SOAF 1978-2001.
Paul joined SOAF Ops after leaving the RAF, where
he had served as a Navigator on Canberras and
Victors. He then took over the Brigade Air Support
position at Salalah where he worked closely with
the 11 Brigade regiments, and a close rapport was
developed between the flying squadrons and
troops. Paul also taught regimental officers and
NCOs the art of Forward Air Control. He took
charge of Salalah Air Operations in 1981 where he
continued to work closely with 11 Bde. Paul was
next posted back to Seeb to become the Tactical
Air Operations Training Officer for RAFO (TACTO).
During the build up for Operation Desert Storm,
Paul trained FACs from RAF, USMC and numerous
British army units in desert techniques. The annual
flypasts on National Day parades were successfully
controlled for many years by TACTO. Paul left
RAFO in 2001 on his yacht Rahmani (built by Pat

Garnett) on an adventurous voyage to Thailand. He
then spent time working in the UAE, Baghdad and
Basrah on airfield related projects, finishing as
Station Manager at Basrah International Airport in
2011.

15 Oct 12 Major Graham Schrag WFR 1983-1985. ROP
1991-1995. Graham died in Switzerland on 15
October 2012. He served in CSqn (Rhodesian) SAS
in 1971 and later was commissioned into the
Rhodesian Corps of Signals. From 1976 to 1979 he
was in the 2nd Bn Rhodesian Rifles. In 1977 he
was awarded the Bronze Cross for gallantry in
action. He joined SOLF in 1983 and was posted to
WFR and became 2IC. He left SOLF in 1985. In
1991 he joined the ROP as Training Officer in the
Support Unit until 1995.

23 Dec 12 Lt Col Graham T. Sherwell, WKhM; DR 1970-74.
Graham died on 23 December 2012. He served in
the Northamptonshire Regiment – later 2R
Anglican – between 1959 and 1963. He joined the
Northern Rhodesia Regiment in 1964 and then the
new Zambian Army. He joined SAF and was in DR
between 1970 and 1974 where he became a most
successful 2IC. He was a first class logistician and
administrator. Graham then formed the Battle

DEATHS RECORDED 2012/13
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Camp at Saiq. Later in 1974 he was pro-
moted Mqm and posted to Thumrait to
command North West Dhofar (NORWED).
He remained there until July 1978 when
he returned to the UK.

Jan 13 Colonel Peter Goss. David Venn writes:
Peter Goss was the first “real officer” I
met on commissioning from RMAS in
1961. He himself had served throughout
WW2. His parent regiment was The Royal
Fusiliers.

He parachuted behind Japanese lines
with Force 136 in 1944. He transferred to
the regular cadre of the Intelligence Corps
in 1957 being a fluent French and Russian
speaker. On leaving the army he worked
for the Cabinet Office. During the late ’60s
Peter served as Brigade Major in SAF as a
seconded officer.

15 Jan13 Lt Cdr Bennet (Ben) Treloar. Late RN.
SON 1984-98. WKhM(G). Ben was
awarded the  WKhM(G) on 2 March 1987
when on action in the Straits of Hormuz
during the Iran/Iraq War where SON saved
some ships that were on fire.

20 Feb13 Tim Michells, WFR and SSF.
Obit to follow.
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Sqn Ldr Jock Maitland, MBE, RAF,
died on 16th March 2012
In June 1957 Jock Maitland took half his squadron (No 249), flying
Venoms, from Cyprus to Oman to provide support for ground
forces engaging rebel forces and in six weeks led twenty four
rocket attacks against rebel targets.

Sqn Ldr Joe Blyth, DFC*, AFC*, RAF,
died on 29th March 2012
At the same time as Jock Maitland, Joe Blyth commanded No 8
Squadron, also flying Venoms, and was ordered to carry out strikes
on rebel positions on the Jebel Akhdar. He was reported to have
‘led his squadron with great dash and efficiency’. 

Major General Tony Deane Drummond,
DSO, MC*, late Royal Signals and SAS,
died on 4th December 2012
In 1957 Tony Deane-Drummond commanded 22 SAS Regiment
in counter-terrorism operations in Malaya. In the last months of

1958 the regiment’s task was largely accomplished, and it faced
being returned to England and possible disbandment.

At this time, in central Oman, the ringleaders and hard-core fol-
lowers of an earlier rebellion against Sultan Said Bin Taimur were
holding out on the Jebel Akhdar, an elevated plateau intersected by
deep wadis and with sheer cliffs of rocks and shale rising to some
7,000 feet above sea level. The rebels were equipped with rifles,
machine guns and mortars and held all the known tracks to the
summit, and many believed that it would take a brigade to oust
them, a course that was ruled out on political grounds.

Deane-Drummond pressed the case for the SAS to become
involved and two SAS squadrons were brought into Oman from the
swamps and jungles of Malaya and underwent intensive training in
the radically different conditions.

In a night attack in January 1959 – supported by the Sultan’s
Armed Forces and detachments of the British Army – the two SAS
squadrons scaled the mountain. The RAF were called in and the
remaining insurgents were captured or dispersed. The rebellion
was over, the future of the SAS was assured and Deane-
Drummond was awarded the DSO.

OBITUARIES –THE JEBEL
AKHDARWAR
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OBITUARIES
Major General John Graham CB CBE,
died in Barbados on 14 December 2012 at
the age of 89, only weeks from his 90th
birthday. He was CSAF from 1970 to
1972, a momentous period in the history
of Oman
John Graham was a
remarkable man. He was a
professional soldier, linguist,
author, diplomat and the
beneficiary of the Freedom
of the City of London. He
enlisted in the Argyll &
Sutherland Highlanders as a
private soldier and by the
time he was 21 years of age
he was already a major and
had fought in NW Europe
during the Second World
War as Adjutant and Company Commander in the second
Battalion. His baptism by fire came with the launch of Operation
EPSOM aimed at exploiting a gap between 12th SS Panzer and the
armoured division Panzer Lehr. His unit captured intact two bridges
that were essential to the advance over the River Odon, South
West of Caen. Later he became a casualty during the Rhine
Crossing. He was also Mentioned-in-Despatches in 1945.

John had always been interested in the airborne arm and at the
end of 1946 he was seconded to the Parachute Regiment for a tour
of duty with the 5th (Scottish) Parachute Regiment in Hampshire
and Schleswig-Holstein. Two years later the Berlin blockade and air-
lift occurred, and as he already knew some Russian, secured a
place at London University to learn Czech – an “Iron Curtain” lan-
guage. After a year at the British Embassy in Prague he was
employed on sensitive work at GCHQ. Also a fluent French
speaker, he was posted to Fontainebleau in France in the appoint-
ment of Military Assistant to the Commander-in-Chief of the Allied
Forces Europe.

At the end of the War he decided to stay in the Army and thus
began a career which lasted until 1978 and which took him to over
sixty countries and into a variety of those conflicts which were a
continuous feature of the Cold War.

Much of his service was in the Foreign Office, the British
Embassy in Czechoslovakia and the Government Communications
Headquarters (GCHQ) and the Parachute Regiment. 

As CSAF John oversaw Op JAGUAR, and followed develop-
ments in the Eastern Jebel including the raising of the Firqat. He
also was much involved in the political and military follow up to Op
SIMBA, the occupation of SARFAIT, which brought support from
the UN and other Gulf States. He was also responsible for increas-
ing the much needed size of SAF from 4,000 to 11,000. SAF was
becoming considerably overstretched because of the demands of
the war. John always said that being CSAF was the most testing
appointment he had had during his career.

On retirement he was awarded the Order of Oman (Military).

David Venn writes:
“My acquaintance with General John pre-dates our mutual time in
SAF by some 8 years. He was second in command of 2 Para in

Bahrain in 1963 when I was a rifle platoon commander in C
Company. I recall even now the easy way he had with us juniors,
already in awe of an officer who had been wounded when the
Allies crossed the Rhine in 1945. Our paths crossed again in SAF
and yet again when he and Rosemary lived at the end of our road
whilst I was a student at Camberley. Meta and I subsequently
stayed with them in Barbados on a very happy holiday in 2001.
From the perspective of a much younger and much more junior
contemporary, JDCG was one of my role models and a man who,
directly or indirectly, influenced us all.”

After SAF in 1973 he was posted to New Delhi to the Indian
National Defence College. 

In 1976 he was promoted Major General and General Officer
Commanding (GOC) Wales an appointment which he greatly
enjoyed. From 1978 to 1989 he was Administrator of Chevening,
the country residence of the Prince of Wales until his marriage, and
subsequently the country residence of Foreign Secretaries.

We send our sincere condolences to Rosemary, Jacqueline

(‘Pinky’) and Christopher.

MEMORIAL SERVICE
A memorial service for John Graham was held in St James’s
Church, Piccadilly, London on Thursday 7 March 2013, the church
in which John and Rosemary were married. Some 240 friends and
comrades, many from SAF, attended the moving service. Colonel

Fergus Mackain-Bremner gave a short address about John’s serv-
ice in Oman.

The service was enhanced by the attendance of two Royal Army
of Oman Pipers who played a lament in company with a piper from
the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders.

NBK

Lt Col Bryan Briggs-Watson
Bryan Briggs-Watson, who died on 16th October 2012, came to
Oman in 1977 to take up the appointment of Director of Music to
SAF. His first assignment set by H.M. The Sultan was to form a
mounted band in the manner of the British Household Cavalry. His
search for suitable candidates was not easy, but to the surprise of
most, within a year, fifty three young Omanis were taught to read
music and play an instrument, allowing the formation on parade of
a full mounted band, including two sturdy drum horses, under the
direction of Bryan, who himself was a novice horseman. Those of
us who watched the 1978 National Day Parade were at first
amazed and then very impressed as the band, in their green and
gold uniforms performed well up to the standards seen on Horse
Guards Parade. His Majesty was sufficiently impressed by Bryan’s
success that he asked him to form a full Islamic symphony orches-
tra! He was promoted to Lt Col and made Principal of an orchestral
boarding school in Muscat, to teach the pupils, men and women,
that he had recruited around the country. He taught both Islamic
music and the works of European composers and eventually pro-
duced a professional symphony orchestra that endures today, and
which under his baton performed for audiences in Britain, France,
the UAE, Germany and Egypt. He retired from Oman in 1994 and
was awarded the WKhM and the Special Service Medal of the
Royal Guard, and was appointed to the Order of the Royal Emblem.
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Lt Col WW (Bill) Kerr WKhM RHF and MR
Bill Kerr, who commanded The Muscat Regiment during two tours
in Dhofar during the Dhofar War, died on 7 August 2012, aged 82.

Bill was always excellent company. His infectious sense of humour
and genuine interest in others ensured that he was a respected and
much liked Commanding Officer. For those who were fortunate to
serve under his command, MR was happy, efficient, effective and fun.

A farmer’s son from near Haddington, East Lothian, as a
teenager Bill served in The Royal Observer Corps. As such, he
spent much time on a hill on the farm looking out for German air-
craft. He decided that a military life was for him. He was commis-
sioned from Sandhurst into The Royal Scots Fusiliers in February
1951. With that Battalion, he served in BAOR and Malaya, the latter
during the Emergency. He was OC NCOs Training Wing at the
Malayan Basic Training Centre, Singapore from 1954-56. Bill also
served in Malta, Brunei and Canada. He attended the Staff College,
Camberley in 1963 (with Nigel Knocker).

oversight of some of his subordinates’ activities. Bill’s thoroughly
professional but understated, unpretentious and perhaps avuncular
style was well suited to MR at the time; it set the tone for a most
happy, efficient and effective Battalion.

Martin Robb, Jonathan Forbes, Ian Gordon, Neil Lamb and
Sandy Blackett represented MR at Bill’s funeral held on 15 August
near Glasgow. Particularly Jaqui and their family, but all who knew
and who served with Bill miss a great friend.

This obituary was compiled by: Sandy Blackett, Jonathan Forbes,
Ian Gordon, Robin Hastie Smith, Neil Lamb and Martin Robb.

Bill took over command of MR from Fergus Mackain-Bremner in
Nizwa in February 1972. His priority was to prepare MR for its forth-
coming Dhofar tour. MR relieved DR at Sarfait in June 1972. It was
a demanding tour near some of the adoo’s vital ground, inhibiting
their use of supply routes to the Central and Eastern Jebel areas.
Under Bill’s command, MR fulfilled its task well.

After a tour in N Oman, Bill led MR for the first seven months of
its next Dhofar tour, taking over from DR based at Salalah. Under
his command, MR had an exceptionally successful tour operating
across the Central and Eastern Jebel areas. Suffering few casual-
ties, MR accounted for many adoo killed and captured, an
increased number of SEPs and significant finds of adoo equipment
as well as securing areas for civil development. His successful lead-
ership over two Dhofar tours was properly recognised by the well
deserved award of a WKhM. Bill handed over command to Ian

Christie at Salalah in June 1974.
Bill retired from the Army in 1980. He was appointed General

Secretary for Scotland for the British Red Cross and subsequently
raised funds for the RHF Museum and Carers Scotland.

Bill and Jaqui married in Singapore in 1955. They had a son and a
daughter. Until recently, he and Jaqui regularly attended the annual SAF
Association Scottish Branch Reunion at Douneside, Aberdeenshire.

Those who served in MR with Bill have fond memories of his
friendship and support. Although he was nearly 20 years senior to
most of his officers, this seemed not to matter; Bill delighted in
their company, maintaining careful, and occasionally sensitive,

Denis Lowery
Denis Joseph Lowery died peacefully on 10th September 2012
aged 86 with his devoted wife Joan by his side.

Denis retired from the Royal Air Force as a Squadron Leader AFC in
1974 to become a VC10 Captain with The Royal Flight, Oman. In 1985
he was appointed Commander of The Royal Flight with the rank of
Lieutenant Colonel. In the same year, his loyal service and profes-
sionalism were rewarded personally by HM Sultan Qaboos when
he conferred the Order of The Special Royal Emblem on Denis.

Denis retired in 1988. He and Joan were privileged to enjoy a
few visits to Oman including attendance at the National Day cele-
brations at the kind invitation of the Royal Court of Diwan. Joan and
family have happy memories of these occasions.

Sponsored by Charles Kendall Group
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Brigadier Tony Hunter-Choat, OBE, SSF
1987-97, died on 12th April 2012

Tony came to Oman in 1987/8 as
an Aqeed in command of the
Sultan’s Special Force (SSF),
tasked with expanding the force to
two regiments, by creating a
Northern Oman unit at Halban.
Before this the SSF was all Dhofari
based at Zeak. Tony was pro-
moted to Ameed and remained in
command until retiring in 1997,
when he was presented by His
Majesty the Sultan with the Omani
Order of Achievement. But both
before and after his time in Oman,

Tony Hunter-Choat had a remarkable career.
Starting in 1957, at the age of 21, he joined the French Foreign

Legion in Algeria, taking part in hundreds of operations during the
Algerian War of Independence, being wounded and also being
awarded the French Cross of Valour and the Médaille Militaire.
After five very active years in Algeria, he returned to England and
joined the British Army. From Mons OCS he was granted a Short
Service Commission in the 7th Gurkha Rifles, with whom he
served in Malaya and in Sarawak during the Confrontation with
Indonesia, where he was involved in cross-border operations.
Seeking a Regular Commission he transferred to the Royal Artillery,
staying in Borneo as an FOO. He attended the Staff College at
Camberley and served with 3rd RHA as a Battery Commander and
2i/c. Shortly after this he was offered command of 23 SAS
Regiment, a territorial unit, an unusual appointment for an officer
with no British special forces background. He ended his British
Army service in staff appointments with NATO and HQ BAOR. He
immediately came to Oman.

He next went to Kosovo as a ceasefire monitor, before becom-
ing head of security for the Aga Khan, which involved establishing a
secure base for his employer, famous for his interest in the Turf, at
the racing town of Chantilly in France. He was subsequently involved
in Iraq, with the American Program Management Office which
oversaw the distribution of billions of dollars of reconstruction
funds throughout the country, and later was responsible for the
security plans for US Aid in Afghanistan. In 2001 he was appointed
an Officer of the Legion d’Honneur and promoted to a Commander
in 2011. Tony’s obituary in the Daily Telegraph of 24th April 2012
said: “He was regarded by his friends and comrades as an out-
standing soldier and leader.”

Robin Gainsford writes: I attended Tony’s funeral in Hereford as
representative for Steele Rose and Co Ltd (Tony was on my Course
in 2000). The Cathedral was packed mainly I suspect with Special
Forces and a sizeable contingent from the French Foreign Legion.
There were two excellent eulogies one from John Griffin witty
comprehensive and had Tony to a tee and Colonel Laurent

Kolodziej, FFL in recognition of his 5 years continuous fighting in
Algeria. The reception was livened up by singing from the FFL and
their English numbers – very moving. It was a fitting and well repre-
sented service for a quite extraordinary man – Algeria, Northern
Ireland, Borneo and Oman, to say just a few. A Gurkha piper saw
him out.

Group Captain P.W. Gilpin CBE, DFC,
WKhM, late RAF. Under-Secretary’s
Department. Ministry of Defence
Peter Gilpin, who died on 19th January 2013, had a varied and distin-
guished career in the RAF before joining SAF as a contract officer.

While a student at Southampton University he volunteered for
aircrew duties in the RAF in 1941/42. Selected as a pilot he was
trained in the USA. On return to the UK, he spent time on opera-
tional conversion before being posted to the Desert Air Force in
North Africa where he flew operations in Spitfires and Hurricanes in
the Fighter/Ground Attack role. Later he flew from Foggia, Italy, in
support of Marshall Tito’s forces. It was during this latter period
(1943) that he was shot down only to be taken by some freelance
bandits but was spared from further ‘damage’ on production of his
‘goolie chit’. After a short spell with these locals he joined up with
Yugoslav partisans loyal to Tito before being captured (again) by the
German Waffen SS who, fortunately, accepted he was an RAF offi-
cer. He was sent off to a POW camp in Germany. En route to the
‘Fatherland’ he made two escape attempts, neither being success-
ful. As the war ended, he survived a ‘Death March’ from his POW
camp before being rescued and released by the US Army.

After leaving the RAF, in Sept 1977, he settled his family in
Burford, Gloucester, where he found work with a local law firm.

He came to Oman in April 1978 and was appointed to the
Directorate of Personnel in the Under-Secretary’s Dept in Bait al
Falaj. He left in April 1981 on completion of his contract.

One of Peter’s skills was pistol shooting. He was a UK National
Coach for small bore, full bore and some aspects of rifle shooting –
all to Olympic standard. Whilst in SAF he put these skills at the dis-
posal of the Omani National Shooting team on its formation and
which now competes at the highest level.

Our deepest sympathies go to Helen and her family.

Major Alistair (Al) Gilchrist, RAF Regiment,
MR 1972-75, SOAF & JR 1977-81;
Sultan’s Commendation
Alistair Gilchrist died in September 2012. While serving with the
RAF Regiment in Cyprus, the conflict in Southern Oman caught his
attention and he used his annual leave to hitch a ride to Dhofar. There
he assessed the military life and also befriended Spike Powell and
his “Z Company”. He immediately volunteered for service in SAF.

In 1972 he joined the Muscat Regiment and eight days after his
arrival, Op Shidda saw him controlling mortar fire and organising case-
vac operations under intense small arms fire. It was a tough intro-
duction but the experience served him well. Later he commanded
B Company and was awarded the Sultan’s Commendation. During
his time in Dhofar, Al often planned and led complex deployments
in difficult terrain against a determined foe and his intelligent grasp
of the full scenario achieved success and safeguarded his soldiers. 

He returned to the RAF Regt in 1975. After two years he
resigned and came back to Oman as a contract officer, initially serv-
ing with SOAF on the new Rapier air defence missile unit. Later he
transferred to the Jebel Regiment as second in command. In 1981
he accepted a request from the RAF Regt to rejoin. He still found
the peacetime RAF routine boring and resigned again in 1986.
In 1989 he joined Shell Petroleum and spent 4 years in Brunei, after
which in 1993 he and his family, Gill, Mark and Lyndsay,
 emigrated to Australia and settled in Brisbane.
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Major Athol Whimp, Oman Reconnaissance
Force 1984-86, WFR 1986-87
Athol, who died on 23rd February 2012, served in the New Zealand
SAS before joining SAF. I thought that he was an outstanding offi-
cer, and the Firqa soldiers respected and liked him, not least
because he could out-soldier every single one of us. He, in his turn,
liked them; I remember him commenting when he first arrived:
“God, some of these guys have really got attitude!” On one occa-
sion when confronted with a mine casualty, Athol, who fully under-
stood the risks, undoubtedly saved the man’s life by walking
carefully to the badly injured man’s location and carrying him to
safety. Others were waiting for engineers before taking action.

After leaving SAF, Athol did anything and everything that he could
to pursue his love of climbing. To his many outstanding achieve-
ments, in New Zealand, Pakistan and Nepal must be added the sec-
ond only solo conquest of Cerro Torre in Patagonia. If you look at
the mountain in Wikipedia you will begin to understand what an
outstanding achievement this was. In 1998, with his long time
climbing partner, Andrew Lindblade, he made the first direct
ascent of the North Face of Thalay Sagar in Nepal for which the pair
were awarded the ‘Piolet D’Or’, the ultimate international climbing
recognition, and were flown to Chamonix to receive the award. No
mean feat.

Athol died when he fell 800m while climbing the Homer Saddle
in New Zealand. On behalf of all of us, I would like to extend our
deepest condolences to his family.

Michael Wilson

Patrick Watson died after a long illness on
2nd October 2012
Pat had served in SAF on the staff of CDS in the early 1980s and
then later as PA to HH Sayid Faher. Finally, he was in the office of
HE Sayid Badr, Deputy Minister for Defence Affairs, for a number
of years.

During his British Army service Pat was in the RASC and the RCT
and had been on the staff of 16 Para Bde and 3 Cdo Bde. He com-
manded 29 Regt RCT during the first Iraq war for which he was
awarded the OBE. He had also served in the TOS during the Jebel
Akhdar war.

Pat was a great character with a dry sense of humour; a proper
gentleman always full of life and fun right up to the time of his
death. Pat always thought of others and their welfare. He was a
staunch supporter of the SAF Association and took much interest in
the proper recording and maintenance of the SAF graves in Oman.

David Venn, writes:
“The funeral of Patrick Watson took place at St Augustine’s
Church, Thorpe Bay, Essex on Monday 22nd October 2012. Whilst
the event was a family affair a high proportion of the 150 strong
congregation were military of one sort or another. Pat’s coffin was
borne in to the church by a Royal Marine, a pilot, a godson who was
a Para and former members of SOLF, DR and FF respectively. His
Airborne and Commando berets together with his Shimagh and
medals were placed on top of the coffin as well as a poppy wreath
from his parent Corps, the RASC / RCT now RLC. An officer and
warrant officer of his old Regiment also attended as did a banner
party from the Royal Marines Association. Brigadier Nasser al

Tamtami represented the Omani Embassy in London.

Pat was given a good send-off and will be sorely missed.” 

Sponsored by Charles Kendall Group

* COPY FOR THE
2014  JOURNAL BY

1ST DECEMBER 2013 –
 PREFERABLY BY EMAIL
OR ON A DISC PLEASE *
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On or about the 10th November 1964, we received intelligence
from the Trucial Oman Scouts, our neighbours to the North, that a
dhow, full of what appeared to be armed men, had been seen trav-
elling South along the coast towards Oman. As we were at the
time in a constant state of alert to deal with any suspected form of
terrorism, it was necessary to act on this information.

Unfortunately, the ‘maritime wing’ of the Oman Gendarmerie,
commonly known as the Coastal Patrol, which consisted of a large
dhow, armed with a .303 Bren gun, normally adequate to deal with
any anticipated threat, commanded by Raa’id Jasper Coates, a
retired RAF Group Captain, was way down in the South at the time
and not in a position to effect any kind of interception, so it fell to
SOAF to take the necessary action.

The first task was to try and locate the suspect vessel, and for
this purpose, we employed one of our Beaver AL1s, (which was
our light communications aircraft), to mount a search of the most
likely area. This involved operating well out to sea, not always a par-
ticularly comfortable situation in a single piston-engined aircraft.
Eventually a dhow, which seemed to fit the bill, was spotted head-
ing towards Muscat, and the Beaver continued to shadow the sus-
pect vessel until it was within range of the ‘armed’ section of
SOAF. This ‘armed section’ was provided by the Piston Provost
T52, which was equipped with two Browning machine guns, and
which could carry a variety of external stores including 2X250lb
bombs, 3in rocket projectiles, and other assorted ordnance.

As no form of communication would be possible between the
aircraft and the dhow, the plan was to intercept the boat, and try
and turn it into Muscat harbour, where, once it was under the guns
of the fort, the vessel would be effectively apprehended.

I took off from Bait-al-Falaj and soon established visual contact
with the suspect dhow. It was still some distance from Muscat, but
holding a steady course that would put it in the right position for the
proposed encounter in about one hour. So rather than hang around,
I returned to base to await developments.

I eventually took off again, and headed out to sea, this time with
one of the other SOAF pilots, Tony Ross, in the other seat. We
could see that the dhow was indeed filled with armed men, but as I
flew past it level with the deck, they were all waving at us. I flew
across the bows several times, to try and indicate that they should
turn in the direction of Muscat harbour, but they steadfastly main-
tained their course, and it became obvious that if the plan were to
succeed, then further action was necessary.

I therefore flew a wide circuit, and put a burst of machine-gun
fire across their bows. The effect was immediate and most gratify-
ing – the dhow immediately turned through 180 degrees, if not on a
sixpence, at least on an MT dollar. I was then able to indicate which
direction they should proceed, and eventually managed to shep-
herd them into the harbour where, under the cover of the guns in
the fort, they were successfully arrested.

It was interesting to learn as a conclusion to this tale of derring-do,
that the dhow was, in fact, carrying a number of armed men, which,
bearing in mind the source of the original intelligence, turned out to
be a party of Trucial Oman Scouts soldiers proceeding on leave! ■

COPINGWITH
THETHREAT?

by Sqn Ldr Alan Withington RAF;
SOAF Apr 1963-Dec 1964

In 1974 and ’75 I was a Strikemaster pilot at Salalah during the
Dhofar war. We always flew as a pair of aircraft and our standard
armament was two machine guns in the fuselage, 16 Sura rockets
in 4 tiers under the wings, and outboard of these a 500lb bomb
under each wing. Our aircraft and pilots belonged to the Sultan of
Oman’s Air Force (SOAF), but all the airfield services were provided
by the RAF. From May to September there were days when the
monsoon weather was very poor, with total cloud cover. The top of
the cloud was at about 4000ft, and the cloud base could be as low
as 200ft with drizzle and poor visibility underneath. If we were
scrambled, taking-off was not a problem, but the approach to land
certainly was because there was no precision approach aid. The
surrounding hills were covered by cloud and the only possible let-
down was over the sea, to land on the north-south sand runway
which was perpendicular to the coast. The runway threshold was
about 1.5 miles inland. The RAF had a radio beacon somewhere on
the north west side of the airfield, so it could not be used for lining
up on the runway. Indeed, it was not designed for that, only for
homing to overhead the airfield. We asked them to move it onto
the runway centre line, but they would not do so. So SOAF placed
another beacon on the runway centre line for us, so that we could
line up on the runway during the inbound instrument approach. If
we were below cloud when crossing the coast, there was a hut
with a blue door on the beach just to our right. If we saw it there it
was a great confidence booster. If it was not quite there, a smooth
correction left or right was needed, but at such low speed
sudden jinks left or right would bring adverse comment from the
No. 2 back in the crew room. That solved the left/right problem, but
there was still an up/down problem on the glide path. The RAF
had a non-precision ACR 7 radar and the controller gave us advisory
heights during the inbound descent through cloud, but these
 advisory heights led us down to the radar touch down point
which was about a third of the way down the runway. But we
needed the whole runway length to be sure of stopping before the
end, so we had to be lower than the advisory heights to make sure
that we landed at the runway threshold. There were good
reasons for this. The Spanish Expal bombs were so long that we
could only lower the flaps to the take-off position, with consequent
lack of drag to slow down during the landing run. In addition the
speed at touch down had to be faster than normal if one of the
pair had dropped only one bomb. The bombs were carried on the
outboard wing pylons, and the aircraft wanted to roll in the direction
of the heavy wing which carried the 500lb bomb. Full aileron
was not enough to keep the wings level at the normal touch
down speed, so we had to have a faster threshold speed so
that the ailerons were effective enough to keep the wings level.
With a high touch down speed and lack of drag during the landing
run the end of the runway always seemed to be uncomfortably
close.

Back in the UK the RAF would not operate aircraft like ours in
such weather conditions without a precision runway approach aid,
and even then they would think twice about it. But we had a war on
and our guys sometimes needed close air support. It ain’ t easy in
the monsoon. ■

IT AIN’T EASY IN
THE MONSOON

by Colin Richardson
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Following my visit to the pre-deployment training of 2 Rifles in
Ballykinler in July 2011 with Colonel Nigel Knocker, Lt Colonel

Bill Wright, the Commanding Officer, extended an invitation to
visit 2 Rifles in the field in Helmand Province once they deployed in
October 2011. In the event it was not until March 2012 that Ian

Gordon and I were able to accept this generous offer.
2 Rifles completed their first tour in Helmand Province, where

they were engaged in operations against the Taliban, in 2009. This
tour in September 2012 would be of a very different nature, prima-
rily training and mentoring elements of the ANA (Afghan National
Army) at brigade and battalion level.

Ian Gordon liaised with a regimental contact, Captain Emile

Simpson RGR on the ComISAF’s Advisory and Assistance Team
(CAAT) based in Kabul. As the visit was postponed, another mem-
ber of the CAAT Team, Major Bud Redfield, 82nd Airborne, US
Army made the complex administrative and travel arrangements
for us. He also provided the obligatory body armour and helmets.

We made our own way to Kabul via Dubai, where Ian Gordon
provided accommodation with his security company, IDG Security.

Portraits of Ahmed

Shah Masood are
everywhere. We
were met at Green
Village, a secure
 compound, and
 collected by Major
Bud Redfield, who
accompanied us to
Camp Bastion on a
Thumper 30 (RAF
C130). It was here
that the differences
between Dhofar and
Afghanistan became
apparent. In Oman
we boarded SOAF
aircraft more or less

on the availability of seats. In Afghanistan, the security procedures
rival those at international airports including the searching of bag-
gage. The scale of operations is enormous, with Belgians,
Canadians, Germans, Estonians, Latvians and Danes (whose Café,
run by volunteers is a popular meeting point) being just a few of the
passengers from the 43 members of the Coalition. WO1 Peter

McBride, from the CAAT met us at Camp Bastion (where the air-
head is known as ‘Little Heathrow’) and arranged transport to the
heli-park where we transferred to a Merlin helicopter for the half
hour night flight to the Main Operating Base (MOB) Price. We were
met by 2 Rifles and transported in an armoured vehicle convoy of
four Mastiffs for the half hour journey to the village of Yakhchal,
arriving at midnight. Yakhchal is on the A1 highway between
Gereskh and Kandahar where the Brigade Advisory Group (BAG)

was deployed on Op Now Roz (New Year). The wearing of body
armour and steel helmets was mandatory for all flights and move-
ment outside the BAG. It was not so much the weight but the
encumbrance which was so inconvenient.

Our first challenge after dismounting the armoured vehicle out-
side the defensive position, in total darkness and carrying kit, was
to be briefed, “Keep the mine tape on your left. The Engineers
have cleared out to 15m but no more.” I was about to ask a ques-
tion when he continued, “Oh, and no lights. There is a sniper
threat.” Question answered. The next challenge came with assem-
bling an unfamiliar camp bed (such modern luxuries) but fortunately
helpful hands assisted in the darkness.

Op Now Roz was a cordon and search over 15 square kilometres
involving seven Kandaks (Regiments) of 3 Bde, ANA commanded
by Brigadier-General Sherin Shah. They were supported by 2
Rifles, Royal Hussars and Danish armour amounting to some 2000
personnel. The mission was to detain possible Taliban, locate IEDs
and associated equipment, destroy existing poppy fields and estab-
lish a new ANA Check Point close to Highway 1.

We remained at BAG in Yakhchal from the evening of 15th to
mid-afternoon 18th March to observe the first two days of the
three day operation. It was hot. It was dusty. Some things never
change. In the event the third day was cancelled because of dust
storms.

OMAN-V-AFGHANISTAN
PART II

by Mike Lobb

Mobile patrol in Dhofar 1973. Mobile patrol in Helmand 2012.

The British Brigade HQ mirrored the Afghan HQ around the
 corner. Only one British officer was in the Afghan Brigade HQ,
Captain Sophie Waters. She had completed the Dari long inter-
preters’ course and clearly enjoyed her role. Highly respected by
her Afghan colleagues, they had named their last operation after
her – ‘Operation Sister’.

There were the familiar difficulties with training the technical
arms. It took eight weeks to train Afghans as Team Medics, training
which takes 2 1/2 days in UK. Once trained they were vulnerable to
lucrative offers in the civilian field. 

As in Dhofar, the evacuation of any casualty immediately
becomes the primary purpose of any operation. 

Although we were very conscious of the civilian population in
Dhofar, the firqat were always there as an interface. We never had
the Afghan problem of the poppy fields. It seemed to be generally
agreed that the policy to destroy poppy fields was difficult to imple-
ment. One farmer on being told that the tractors were coming,
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stated, “I have 16 children (meaning 16 dependants). Use the tractors
to drive over them. They will be dead because I will have nothing.” 

The annual income from his field was estimated at $2,000 after
he had paid the Taliban protection money etc. Where check points
were to be sited on an individual’s land (depriving the owner of the
ability to cultivate it) a lenient view was taken on destroying his
crop of poppies as well. 

Nor in Dhofar were we faced with screening the population for
suspected dissidents. In Afghanistan detainees were photo -
graphed with biometric cameras taking eye scans and fingerprints.
Each photograph takes 15-20 minutes and the camera has a seven
hour battery life. There were some 20 cameras in use in five loca-
tions but, with over 200 detainees, inevitably there were insuffi-
cient in some areas and excess in others. The whole system is
limited because the results can only be cross-checked against the
British database and not a database held by the Afghans (nor
Americans) because of the restrictions of the Data Protection Act -
would you believe it? By detaining the money lenders with links to
the Taliban, innocent Afghans also lost their money. 

The great disappointment was in seeing the detention of a
 suspected Taliban and the total failure to exploit the situation,
which was undoubtedly one of SAF’s strongest points. One cannot
see how this could be changed in view of the prevailing obsession
with Human Rights. Once handed over the clock starts ticking for
96 hours before charge or release. The system seems so involved
and formal, not like sending an SEP down the hill for a chat with
‘Uncle Bob’.

sophically – it goes with the territory. In the early days in the forma-
tion of the firqat there was a little apprehension with the arrival of a
new SEP but we never had a green on blue. One factor may have
been that British officers and NCOs served in SAF and wore SAF
uniform. In Afghanistan they are deployed as British units in British
uniforms and stand out very much as foreigners.

A ‘fuddle’ with Afghan Brigade HQ staff – no change here!

It was not possible to equate the tactics used in Dhofar (which
differed as the phases of war changed) to those currently used in
Afghanistan. However, both men and vehicles seem ponderous
today when compared with forty years ago. We dressed in SAF uni-
form. The British Army in Afghanistan wear helmets, anti-blast gog-
gles, gloves and body armour. This is mandatory. There is no
discretion to wear whatever you are most comfortable in. The
patrol vehicles are massive against the ubiquitous Landrover. Our
Saladins had difficulty operating effectively in the tree line but they
were always there when they were wanted. Simply to say that a
Danish Leopard tank is out of place is an understatement.

We discussed the thorny subject of ‘green on blue’. I was rather
surprised that this highly contentious subject was treated philo-

British Officer in Dhofar 1972.
(Johnnie Bradell-Smith NFR)

British Sergeant in Helmand 2012.

The subject of corruption was a general topic of conversation. It
gives both Afghans and expatriates access to unimaginable sums.
The complex system whereby many Afghans pay for their employ-
ment/appointment; with bribes along the chain, was considered
unresolvable. 

Apart from the obvious differences in scale and the fact that the
British are not the major foreign power in Afghanistan, in Dhofar
British support was integral to SAF. In Afghanistan we operate as a
British unit. In Oman, the politics were never in any doubt. In
Afghanistan, they are questioned daily.

Nevertheless there are similarities; the raising, managing and
operating militia (firqat) forces. In both theatres the British were
working within the armed forces of a foreign nation with different
religious and cultural ethnicity and influencing professional stan-
dards of military skills and expertise. For all the organisation and
structural changes within the British Army it is a source of relief to
see that the British soldier is taking it all in his stride and just gets
on with the job, whatever it may be.

As we exited through Little Heathrow at Camp Bastion we met a
Jordanian Aqeed who was delighted to meet with two Arabic
speakers. It was interesting to get his opinion of the situation. He
ran the Jordanian hospital at Mazar-i-Sharif in the north of
Afghanistan treating some 900 patients daily. Despite being
Muslims they still took casualties because they are foreigners asso-
ciated with the Coalition. He thought that the Coalition was part of
the problem and that once foreign troops had left, Afghanistan
would eventually find its own way although it might take up to five
years.

We are both indebted to the generous hospitality of Colonel Bill
Wright and everyone in 2 Rifles for the opportunity to visit them
and see them doing what they do best.

Mike travelled as a guest of the Ian Gordon Independent Travel
Company reaching parts and in a manner that other companies do
not. ■
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Much of the early military history of the Sultanate is relatively
obscure and most of the soldiers involved were more interested in
day-to-day matters than in recording the details of what was worn
when and by whom. I have been collecting Omani military badges
for some time and have acquired some older items that I hope may
be of interest to members.

Muscat Infantry & Muscat Regiment. The first uniformed unit
to be raised in Oman was the Muscat Levy Corps, which made its
first appearance in April of 1920. The unit’s name was later
changed to the Muscat Infantry and in 1957 it became the Muscat
Regiment.

The early cap badge of the Muscat Infantry set the style that was
to remain the basis of all the Sultanate’s military badges for many
years to come. The rather crude representation of the Sultan’s
emblem stood on a scroll reading Muscat Infantry (MI) with a rather
ambitious figure 1 above the scroll. The silvered brass badge is of
typical Indian/Pakistani construction and fitted with a rather flimsy

slider. The unit also had
a two line brass shoul-
der title; Muscat over a
curved Infantry.

The first Muscat Regiment (MR) cap badge – probably restricted
to officers only – was a version of the MI badge with a gilt scroll
reading Muscat Regiment. The badges are very finely made of jew-
eler quality. They were accompanied by two patterns of collar
badges, one the sultanate emblem without a scroll and the other a
pair of crossed saifs with no kunjar. The only examples seen are
clearly hand made with clear differences of detail. I have no infor-
mation on who wore these or when. Officers had fine gilt MR
shoulder titles, solders titles were brass.

Muscat and Oman Field Force. This unit was raised in 1954 and
redesignated as the Oman Regiment in 1956. The only badge related
item I have been able to find for the MOFF is a wall plaque showing
the Sultanic Emblem. Presumably there was no specific badge?

Dhofar Force. The Dhofar Force (DF), which for many years was
independent of SAF control, was raised in 1955. The unit badge
was a small Sultanic Emblem in brass above a scroll reading Quwat
Dhofar (Dhofar Force). There was also a blackened brass shoulder
title with DF above it’s Arabic equivalent.

Oman Police. The first police badge worn in Oman was a white
metal Sultanic Emblem enclosed in an oak leave wreath above the
word Shurta.

SOME EARLY BADGES
OFTHE SULTAN ARMED FORCES

by Eddie Parks (SOA 1981-82)

This Muscat Regiment badge is similar in design to the MI badge but of much better manufacture. The collar badge design has lost the Kunjar.

The first identifiable Omani cap badge. Muscat Infantry,
there never was a 2nd MI so why is the 1 there?

This badge is very similar to the early WO1’s sleeve
badge but is in fact a cap badge. It may have been worn
by the Dhofar Force or may be an early Royal Guard item.

The first police
badge worn in

Oman was a white
metal Sultanic

Emblem enclosed in
an oak leave wreath

above the word
Shurta.
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SOME EARLY BADGES

This badge may have only been worn in Muscat in the very early days of formal
policing in Oman.

This plaque is
the only Muscat
and Oman Field
Force item I
have been able
to find. And
nothing from the
Batnah Force
has even
appeared.

Muscat
Infantry
shoulder title
– sand-cast
of typical
Indo/
Pakistani
manufacture.

Unidentified badge. Otto von Pivka’s book Armies of the
Middle East shows a picture of a very dignified Baluchi lieutenant
who is wearing a dark beret with a pale circular patch and a badge
showing a Sultanic Emblem in a wreath. The shoulder title in tanta-
lizing unclear but is at least similar to the DF title. The badge is very
similar to early WO1’s badges. Any clue to its identity would be
very welcome.

Any further information on any of the pictured badges would be
very gratefully received. None of what I have written is intended to
be definitive and I will happily yield to those who were there or oth-
erwise know better.

And finally if I could crave a small indulgence – can somebody tell
me what cap badge was worn by the Armoured Car Squadron and
later the Armoured Regiment during the unit cap badge period. I have
seen a rather rough sketch of an armoured fist clutching an arrow
with a scroll is Arabic. If anyone would like to correspond on badges
– or any other subject – I can be found on edwinprks@gmail.com ■

This plaque is the only Muscat
and Oman Field Force item I
have been able to find. 
And nothing from the Batnah
Force has even appeared.

Any further
information
on any of 
the pictured
badges would
be very
gratefully
received.

‘THE YOMPERS’
By Ian Gardiner, published in hardback in March 2012 by Pen and Sword Ltd,
at £19.99. ISBN 978-1-84884-441-4

Ian Gardiner’s latest book is again built around his personal
 experiences of war, centred on his command of a Royal Marine
rifle company in the Falklands War in 1982. X-Ray Company was
part of 45 Commando, which was flown at short notice from
Scotland to Ascension Island, moved by sea to the Falkland
Islands, landed and then ‘yomped’ (moved on foot), heavily
laden, across some forty miles of extremely difficult country in
inhospitable weather, before, at night and in a snow storm,
 attacking and taking part in the capture of the well-established
Argentine positions on Two Sisters Mountain west of Port Stanley.
After the war ended, X-Ray Company and their colleagues
sailed and then flew back to Scotland, and returned to their normal
routine.

This is really three books in one. First, there is a brief but succinct
discussion on the general philosophy of war and the profession of
the soldier, followed by the background to the war. The govern-
ment policies that encouraged the Argentine government to invade
the Falklands, accompanied by the imminent planned reductions in
Britain’s capability to respond, and the long-term political and social
implications of not mounting an immediate response to aggression
are covered critically and in some detail.

The second part of the book deals with the practical business of
going to war in a hurry as part of a large force, relatively unprepared
and starting from a number of different places. The difficulties, easily
imaginable, are spelt out. What kit will be needed, where is it, how
should it be packed and where – these questions all had to be
answered and time showed that not all the answers were right first
time. And the questions were not just at unit level; the assembling
of an ad hoc command and staff structure presented problems of
its own. All these are described in detail, aided by thirty years of
hindsight and therefore very clearly as a result. 

BOOK REVIEW
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The move of the taskforce to the South Atlantic is also well cov-
ered, including the alarming attrition rate suffered by the Royal
Navy in the early days, prior to the landing at San Carlos. From here
though, the main story is that of X-Ray Company’s move to their
operational target in the south of East Falkland – their yomp across
alternately boggy marshland and rocky outcrops, in generally
unpleasant weather, with high winds, snow and rainstorms, carry-
ing personal kit weighing at least 80lbs, and in many cases a good
deal more, per man. The description of the battle for Two Sisters
Mountain is dealt with primarily as it involved X-Ray Company, in
great personal detail but with a tempo that seems to match the
events of the time, and one becomes almost part of the action, and
it is easy to understand the elation and relief when it was all over.
All aspects of the Company’s action are covered – planning, orders,
movement, the enemy, supporting arms, casualties, communica-
tions – even the Padre’s involvement.

There is indeed a slight sense of anti-climax and frustration while
the unit waits in Port Stanley for its transport home, but there is
also a recognition of a job well done, albeit set against the losses
incurred, many of whom were close friends and comrades in arms.

The final part of the book looks at the lessons learned, examining
the things that went wrong and the reasons why we won what was
in the end a clear victory, but which was a much closer contest than
it often seems now. “The Yompers” is an excellent description of the
Falklands war, at the operational level, from the part played by the
individual, the troop (platoon), the company and above, showing how
well trained and motivated troops can successfully overcome sig-
nificant obstacles and win their battle. It also draws serious lessons
about the principles of soldiering and, as in Ian’s first book, “In the
Service of the Sultan”, on the critical importance of leadership at every
level, from the private soldier to the most senior commander. It is a
book that is interesting, very well put together, and well worth reading.

John Quinn

Only then do we get three pages of very clear explanation of
what interpreters actually do, followed by a chapter entitled
“What’s the Problem with Arabic.” (pp. 19-27). The problem is
most neatly demonstrated by the story on Page 157. This tells how
a Saudi graduate from Leeds University, translating at a meeting
between the (then) Crown Prince Abdullah of Saudi Arabia and
Margaret Thatcher, successfully turned His Highness’s less than
enthusiastic “Ya’nee” into “Having regard to all the circumstances
and taking into account the probable ramifications of what you have
suggested we would prefer to reserve our position.” It is not just
what is said, it is how it is said as well.

McCloughlin came to both Arabic, and translation, comparatively
late. Having studied History at Manchester University, and com-
pleted National Service, he joined the regular army (Intelligence
Corps) and was subsequently posted to the Royal Army Education
Corps. In 1960 he volunteered to learn Arabic, for deployment to
the Command Arabic Language School in Aden, and was sent to
Durham University. From his comments, it is safe to assume that
Durham had, at that time, an undeserved reputation for teaching
Arabic, but he managed to pass the course, and duly made his way
to MECAS – the “nest of spies” in Lebanon.

At this point it is worth reminding members of the Association
that British interests in “the Middle east”, in the 1950s and 1960s,
centred around what we would now regard as the eastern
Mediterranean. Despite the Trucial Oman Scouts, the Jebel Akhdar
War and Dhofar, the Arab Gulf did not feature until after the
Ramadhan War in 1973.

By that time McCloughlin had left the army, completed several years
as an instructor at MECAS, and joined Oxford University Press. In
that capacity he was able to visit Sadat’s Egypt, Iran during the last
months of the Shah, and watch the rapid development of the UAE.

In 1983, he began his work as an official interpreter, working
with, among others, Margaret Thatcher, Taha Yassin Ramadhan

(Vice President of Iraq, subsequently executed), Tariq Aziz, Alan

Clark (“made a bad tempered arrival early… and treated those in
his Private Office with extraordinary contempt and rudeness”
[P. 161]), Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamed of Qatar, Her Majesty the

Queen, King Fahd, the Queen Mother (who discussed Persian
poetry with King Fahd), John Major, Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed of
Abu Dhabi and the Prince of Wales. 

On one occasion he was also asked, by the Bahraini
Government, to dine with Vanessa Redgrave. She was welcome
in Bahrain as a supporter of the Palestinian struggle, but as she was
also a leading member of the Workers’ Revolutionary Party, the
Bahraini royal family “did not know quite how to handle such a
prominent advocate of overthrowing monarchical regimes and
other forms of tyranny.” (P. 165). 

In short, anyone who believes that “translation is essentially a
semantic affair’ (Tymoczo 1978; 29) will have their eyes opened by this
book. McCloughlin has led a most interesting life. He thoughtfully
includes two appendixes (Pp. 267-70 & 271-73) the first being his
overall timeline for 1959 to 2009, and the second a list of interpreting
assignments. From these alone we can see that he taught at CALS
(Aden), MECAS (Beirut) but also at the universities of Pennsylvania,
Edinburgh, Columbia (New York), and most recently at Exeter’s Institute
of Arab and Islamic Studies. He has traveled widely, he has met the
most astonishing variety of people, and he has a wealth of anecdote.

Neil McBeath
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BOOK REVIEW

CONFESSIONS OF AN
ARABIC INTERPRETER; THE

ODYSSEY OF AN ARABIST
1959-2009

By Leslie McCloughlin
Published in 2010 by Motivate Publishing, Dubai. Pp. 280
ISBN 978-1-86063-287-7

This book is not best served by its title, which manages to juxta-
pose titillation with pretentiousness. Neither has the book been
well served by its own publisher; the 2010 catalogue for Motivate
Publishing makes no mention of it.

Both these facts are unfortunate, as McCloughlin charts an inter-
esting course, and goes a long way to demystifying the translation
process. He also has a lively style, which is best exemplified at the
very start of the book. Although divided into 12 more or less chrono-
logically ordered chapters, McCloughlin starts with another 12
‘Frequently Asked Questions’ (Pp. 8-9), an introduction that brings the
first mention of the Middle East Centre for Arab Studies (MECAS)
(Pp. 10-13) and the “Ten best interpreter’s howlers” (Pp. 14-15). 

44-49_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:44  Page 49



50

EXPANSION AND
REUNIFICATION OF OMAN

1950-1956

50-67_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:45  Page 50



51

EXPANSION AND REUNIFICATION OF OMAN

50-67_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:45  Page 51



52

EXPANSION AND REUNIFICATION OF OMAN

50-67_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:45  Page 52



53

EXPANSION AND REUNIFICATION OF OMAN

50-67_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:45  Page 53



54

EXPANSION AND REUNIFICATION OF OMAN

TRAINING THE BATINAH FORCE

50-67_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:45  Page 54



55

EXPANSION AND REUNIFICATION OF OMAN

50-67_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:45  Page 55



56

EXPANSION AND REUNIFICATION OF OMAN

OIL EXPLORATION

50-67_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:45  Page 56



57

EXPANSION AND REUNIFICATION OF OMAN

50-67_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:45  Page 57



58

EXPANSION AND REUNIFICATION OF OMAN

MUSCAT AND OMAN FIELD FORCE ADVANCE

50-67_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:45  Page 58



59

EXPANSION AND REUNIFICATION OF OMAN

TO FAHUD AND IBRI – OCTOBER 1954

50-67_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:45  Page 59



60

EXPANSION AND REUNIFICATION OF OMAN

50-67_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:46  Page 60



61

EXPANSION AND REUNIFICATION OF OMAN

50-67_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:46  Page 61



62

EXPANSION AND REUNIFICATION OF OMAN

FORCE EXPANSION – CREATION OF MUSCAT

50-67_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:46  Page 62



63

EXPANSION AND REUNIFICATION OF OMAN

ARMED FORCES (MAF)

50-67_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:46  Page 63



64

EXPANSION AND REUNIFICATION OF OMAN

OCCUPATION OF NIZWA – DECEMBER 1955

50-67_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:46  Page 64



65

EXPANSION AND REUNIFICATION OF OMAN

50-67_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:46  Page 65



66

EXPANSION AND REUNIFICATION OF OMAN

50-67_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:46  Page 66



67

EXPANSION AND REUNIFICATION OF OMAN

50-67_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:46  Page 67



68

INTRODUCTION
(As published in SAF Journal no 61, March 2012)

My secondment from 13th/18th Hussars (QMO) to SAF began
with a 6 week language course in Aden in November 1963. I joined
the Muscat Regiment at Bid Bid in February 1964. I was engaged
to Robin Hancock and we were married during my mid tour leave
in January 1965.

On arrival at Bait al Falaj I was given a “job description” for my
position in command of the Reconnaissance Platoon, and whoever
wrote it clearly had a remarkably accurate idea of what was
involved. A copy was in last year’s Journal. As an illustration of the
variety of assignments we were given, within days of arriving I was
told to meet refugees landing at Muscat harbour who had come by
dhow from Zanzibar. The revolution there in January had brought to
an end centuries of Arab dominance, and those who escaped the
blood-bath were now making their way to Oman, from where
many generations earlier their ancestors had set out to colonise
East Africa. As they came off the dhows, most with no posses-
sions apart from an umbrella, many unable to speak a word of
Arabic, we bundled them onto army trucks and escorted them to
their ancestral villages in the Sharqiya. It was a very interesting
introduction to Oman.

During the period of my secondment to the Muscat Regiment I
served under two Commanding Officers – Lt Colonel Clive

Chettle and Lt Colonel Trevor Alexander. I got on with both of
them extremely well, and this I believe had a lot to do with the fact
that they employed the Recce Platoon in the role it had been
intended for. I was given a great deal of “free rein” and plenty of
encouragement to roam as widely as possible, probing, investigat-
ing, observing and collecting intelligence, and I always received
their full support when I needed it. I kept a diary throughout, and
have expanded the text of these entries slightly with extracts from
my letters to Robin.

October 1964 – First reconnaissance by
SAF of vehicle route from Northern Oman
to Dhofar
The patrol was made up of part of C Company, MR, commanded by
Peter Raven, and the Recce Platoon of Muscat Regiment led by
Michael Butler. The purpose of the patrol was to identify the best
and shortest route for vehicles to travel between the north and
Dhofar. The route as far as Haima was already well known as SAF
had been providing escorts for loads of dynamite for the seismic
parties operating in this area for some years. However, 30 or 40
miles south of Haima was a kind of no-man’s land separating the
concession of PD(O) from that of John W Mecom who had their
main base at Thumrait. Between Haima and Mughshin to the south
west, and between Haima and Marmul to the south east there
were no known vehicle tracks. Maps of the country at this time

were extremely rudimentary, and those covering Dhofar showed
only the borders with Saudi Arabia and the Eastern Aden
Protectorate, the coastline, and a few of the main watercourses
draining the jebel to the north and the south. Apart from the coastal
villages, any names given needed to be treated with great
 suspicion. Elsewhere the maps were mostly blank. To help us find
a suitable route, the Military Secretary, Brigadier Pat Waterfield,
had insisted we should take with us two guides who had travelled
several times between Muscat and Salalah. Unfortunately their
experience was confined purely to the camel route which hugged
the coast for much of the way, and was wholly unsuited to motor
traffic. Anyway the two guides were keen to come with us as they
were being very generously paid, and as it turned out they proved
to be good company.

Driving on a compass bearing, and seldom with any old vehicle
tracks, we reached Marmul to be shot at by askars guarding the old
camp. En route we had passed Mawaafaq, where an extensive
lake had been created by an artesian well dug some years previ-
ously. Later we heard that Mecom had plans to irrigate and grass
this water and introduce Texas Longhorn cattle! From Marmul to
Thumrait was an easy drive on graded roads and we arrived to a big
American welcome – but dry, no alcohol. There was, though, much
speculation about the developing security situation.

From Thumrait we drove cautiously on the jebel track to Salalah,
in parts only just passable as the width had been reduced with
explosives by the rebels, led by Musalim bin Nufl. At Salalah we
stayed with the Dhofar Force who were very hospitable but we
learned that the troops never ventured out of their barracks.

31 October 
The next day we returned to Thumrait and then moved on via
Dauka to al Ain, Mughshin. The garrison here was supplied by HQ
SAF, and consisted of 15 Baluch soldiers who had been there for
10 months, during which time there was no contact with the
 outside world, apart from rations delivered periodically from
Salalah. There was no radio and no vehicle and their living quarters
consist of huts constructed of palm leaves, and their camp, on a
slight rise, was surrounded by coils of barbed wire. It was a pitiable
sight. 

We drove by compass bearing from Mughshin to Haima as no
vehicle had ever travelled this route before and put down empty
barrels as route markers at about half mile intervals. We began to
see evidence of wheeled traffic again as we approached Haima
although the going was very difficult. 

From Haima we returned to Izki, where just after we arrived and
unloaded the vehicles, there was a BANG and the front wheel was
blown off the Water Tanker crossing one end of the airstrip! It was
thought to have been an Egyptian plastic mine, the damage was
limited and the driver suffered only shock. So ended my first brief
visit to Dhofar.

MR RECCE PLATOON 1964-1965
by Michael Butler

What follows has been transcribed by Mike Butler from the diaries which he kept at the time, whereas the briefing
 document “The Role of The Reconnaissance Platoon in the Sultan’s Armed Forces” in last year’s Journal (page 72)

is thought to be the work of an unknown Staff Officer in HQ SAF.

68-72_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:47  Page 68



69

MR RECCE PLATOON 1964-1965

4 November
Within minutes of arriving back I had been warned by the CO to be
prepared to move with the Recce Platoon at short notice into the
Sharquiya to arrest a suspected mine-layer. On the afternoon of 4
November we were given the order to go. I left almost immediately
for Qaabil al Harth. It took a very long time to get there due to the
awkwardness of driving over a rough track at night, and it was past
1.00 am by the time we arrived. The purpose of my visit to Qaabil
was to arrest a hard core rebel mine layer who we had heard had
gone there after recently coming back into the country. Also as he
had been seen near Izki just after the mine incident there we sus-
pected that he might be responsible for it. Qaabil was the home of
Sheikh Hamed bin Mohamad al Harthi, the ruler of the
Sharquiya, not a supporter of the army. I had never met him before,
and the following morning after being kept waiting for a very long
time, we were eventually taken in to see him. He was quite a
young man, short and solidly built, and immediately gave the
impression of being powerful, arrogant and autocratic. Apart from
ourselves, everyone else was cleared from the room, and while we
exchanged the news we were given coffee. I then asked whether
the man I wanted was with him, and he said he was, but five min-
utes later denied this and said that he had left the previous day. This
set the scene for a couple of days of accusation, evasiveness and
downright lies, all of which disguised the fact that our quarry was at
the time being sheltered by Sheikh Hamed, who managed eventu-
ally to send him by a circuitous route to Muscat, without reference
to me or to the DIO who had joined us.

The post mortem on this affair rumbled on for some time.
Colonel Tony Lewis, the Commander of SAF, saw the army’s cred-
ibility as being at stake unless Sheikh Hamed was either replaced
or at the minimum taken down a peg or two. It was also worrying
because of the political power struggle which it highlighted
between Sheikh Hamed and the rest of the government, especially
the army. SAF was becoming increasingly concerned by reports of
both arms and Syrian trained Omani rebels being smuggled into the
country through Sharquiya ports, where SAF was generally not
allowed to operate, and so was largely impotent.

I had only one other contact with the al Harth of Qaabil. Sheikh
Hamed’s mother was sick and in need of an operation and approval
had been given for her to travel to Bombay. For a reason which I
now cannot explain, the Recce Platoon was chosen to collect her
from Qaabil and bring her to Muscat. When we arrived there
Sheikh Hamed was by coincidence away and so we dealt with his
younger brother who was most pleasant. The old lady’s entourage
was large and mostly young, and there was much discussion
amongst the soldiers as to how we should organise ourselves
should it be necessary to spend a night by the road!

Second trip to Dhofar acting as guide for
the Northern Frontier Regiment 

7 November 1964
This was an uneventful journey over three days and the only inci-
dent of note was when we disturbed a solitary male oryx about
forty miles north of Thumrait – it was a stunning sight as it fled from
our path. A troop of 10th Hussars Ferrets lead us over the jebel,
hopefully protecting us from mines and ambush, and on arrival in

Salalah we set up camp beside Ain Jarsis, north of the airfield. Our
orders from HQ SAF were that we should not go looking for rebels
and should not travel more than 12 miles in any direction from
Salalah air base. What were we there for? We had our first contact
with the Qara tribesmen – wild looking people speaking a language
that only Ibrahim, the Harasousi corporal could understand. They
had large numbers of camels coming off the hill to be watered at
the Jarsis pools. 

On 12 November we were visited by Sultan Said bin Taimur.
The troops were in one long line for his inspection and he arrived
with a motley assortment of vehicles and retainers dressed in
every colour under the sun. He was short and stocky, with large
 calculating eyes and great poise; we were very much aware of
being “in the presence”. After speaking to the soldiers, he was
shown by the CO of NFR, Lt Col Duggie Dalgleish, into the tent
for refreshments with the officers and introduced to each one in
turn. He was told that I had guided the convoy from the north, and
then he looked at me rather intently and said, “How did you get on
with Sheikh Hamed al Harthi at al Qaabil?” This took me somewhat
by surprise but I quickly realised that he must have received a
report of my confrontation with Sheikh Hamed, and I replied, “Oh,
we had quite a lot to say to one another”, at which he laughed
loudly. In the evening some of us attended a Combined
Services Entertainment show in the RAF camp. It seemed a little
incongruous.

There was little other activity and I managed to get some duck
shooting, using a borrowed shot gun belonging to Wendell

Phillips who had been visiting the Sultan and left the day we
arrived. Colonel Duggie repeated some of the outrageous stories
he had heard from Wendell, but unfortunately I failed to make a
note of any of them. WP had the oil exploration concession for
the whole of Dhofar province. I returned to the north by air via
Masirah, much regretting not being allowed to get involved in
 operations. 

So ended my second brief trip to Dhofar, but the wider concern
about the situation there was gradually becoming apparent. The
British Consul General (CG), Jock Duncan, and his family were
camping in the Wadi Sumayil below the Bid Bid camp on 19
November, and a party was given for them in the Officers Mess
that night. During the evening a signal was handed to the CG which
had come from the Residency in Bahrain requesting that he should
hold urgent talks with Pat Waterfield. Rumour (possibly well
informed) had it that the reason was that HMG was becoming
increasingly concerned about the loss of airmen’s lives and RAF
vehicles around the Salalah base while SAF did nothing about it,
and furthermore SAF was paid for largely by the British govern-
ment! In fact NFR had arrived in Dhofar and just begun operations a
few days previously. 

During the period between my return to the north on 17
November 1964 and heading south again on 27 May 1965 the main
event was our wedding at Chelsea Old Church in London on 16
January while I was on mid-tour leave. As soon as I returned to
Oman I was kept busy standing in first as OC HQ Company and
later as OC C Company when amongst everything else, we were
involved in a battalion exercise which might have been scripted for
BAOR. Throughout much of this period there was a continuous
flow of Omanis returning home from different parts the Arab world,
and in the absence of a police force outside the capital, it became
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our responsibility to interview and document them and filter out
those who appeared on our “black list”. It was a very time-con-
suming business and left few opportunities to get out of camp and
on patrol.

Third trip to Dhofar – MR’s first operational
tour
MR took over responsibilities for the Nizwa, Saiq and Ibri areas
from NFR during May 65, so my home base moved from Bid Bid to
Nizwa, but Recce Platoon was sent temporarily to occupy a small
tented camp at Balad Sait, the former home of Ghalib and Talib

bin Ali al Hinai. We knew that our move to Dhofar to relieve NFR
was imminent and there was much quiet excitement at the
prospect. For the past month there had been very little rebel activ-
ity, but it was known their numbers in the jebel had risen to about
140, split into small groups and operating in the western section of
the high country. On the 29th I moved with the Recce Platoon back
to Thumrait. In my pocket I carried the Sultan’s handwritten instruc-
tions and the route by which we were to go to Habarut. On the 31st
we camped near the Omani fort and then I and my long-standing
guide, Musalim bin Mohammed Bait Musan, walked across the
wadi to the Hadhrami Bedouin Legion (HBL) fort on the western
side and knocked on the door. We were invited inside and led up
spiral stairs to a small room where our rifles were taken from us
and the door locked. After nearly an hour mugs of tea were brought
and we were handed a signal from HBL HQ in Mukalla asking us
and our patrol to leave the area as soon as possible, as our pres-
ence was liable to upset the precarious peace which existed
between the various local tribes. The tone was decidedly not
friendly. I was given the signal pad and wrote a reply explaining that
our visit was entirely routine, ordered by the Sultan, and not
intended to upset anyone. A further exchange of signals eventually
led to Musalim and me being handed back our rifles and allowed to
return to our camp and vehicles on the Omani side of the wadi.
From there I sent a report of what had just happened to our HQ.
Our soldiers knew nothing about what had gone on until we arrived
back and told them why we had been away so long, and they were
considerably aggrieved. Later a goat was killed and with the Bait
Ghuwas Sheikh Sulayim bin Tamtaim, the Mahri Sheikh, the
Hawasinah Aqeed and the Recce soldiers sat round a big pile of rice
and meat, and relations, at least on the Omani side, were restored. 

Travellers from Al Ghaydha reported dhows unloading arms from
Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Yemen, all said to be destined for the Dhofari
rebels, and two notables of the Dhofar Liberation Movement,
Abdulla al Nobi and Amr bin Ghanim, were said to be currently in
the Qatan (the dry watershed of the jebel) near the headwaters of
the Wadi Ghadun. (The rebel movement was initially called the
Dhofar Liberation Movement, then it became the Dhofar Liberation
Front, and then as communists increasingly took over the leader-
ship it turned into the Popular Front for the Liberation of the
Occupied Arab Gulf or PFLOAG.)

The first week in June was spent retracing the patrol’s route into
Habarut, looking for passable vehicle routes in the area leading to
Mudhai. They came across large groups of women, children and
their camels at a waterhole and were not convinced by assurances
that there were no rebels in the area, reinforced when they came
across a wrecked Ford 4WD pick-up which had overturned climb-
ing out of the wadi. Eventually they linked up with Richard John

and A Company. They were also approached by Musalim Said Ali

Bait Ghuwas who claimed to be a TOS soldier on leave and asking
for a lift north. The suspicion was that he was a deserter who was
‘moonlighting with the rebels’.

Salim Rashid, Said Salim al bu Shams, Said Mubarak beni Kitab, Cpl Mohamad
Hussein al Baluchi.

Cpl Hassan Firaish, Obeid Mubarak beni Kitab, Sgt Mohamad Masaud al bu Saidi.

8 June
The Recce Platoon continued cautiously westwards towards Jebel
Ruhaima, keeping as far as possible to the spine and avoiding drop-
ping down into wadis. There was excitement when they saw
ahead three parked trucks and prepare for an ambush. They dis-
mounted and probed forward on foot, but there were no sign of
humans and the trucks were unattended. “Drive slowly forward
through shallow defile, me in front. I hear a huge explosion, unclear
where, so I divert to nearby rock overhang, halt and look back. See
a wrecked vehicle with a cloud of black smoke rising and a twisted
LR bonnet falling back to earth. This was the second LR behind me,
and the crew, Ali Said, Salim Rashid, and driver Masaud Ali all
suffered serious leg and ankle injuries, but escaped anything worse
thanks to the armour plate fitted behind the front wheels and
underneath the seats. Their vehicle was unrecognisable. I and the
LR behind me must have either straddled the mine or driven to one
side of it. Our mine detector was unpacked, quickly got to work,
and a second mine located 15 feet ahead of where I had halted -
British Mark 7 Anti-Tank. The barrel of the Bren LMG mounted in
front of the passenger seat of the LR had an entry hole from one
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side and an exit hole from the other caused either by shrapnel or an
exploding .303 bullet. Found some moderately level ground not far
away measuring nearly 400 yards and set to clearing rocks and
large stones for Beaver to land and evacuate wounded. Took a
closer look at the rebel vehicles, 2 Dodge Power Wagons and 1
Ford, same as the one we had found wrecked in the wadi bottom,
all painted a pale grey and fitted with sand tyres. Loads had been
removed, batteries flat and wiring tampered with. A Company
patrolling area during night.” 

The next few days were spent with A Company patrolling the
area in search of signs of rebel activity, of which there were plenty.
Ambushes were laid and SOAF dropped bombs along the bottom
of the wadi but there were no contacts, although shots were
exchanged with unseen people and searches discovered blood
stains, bags of rice, large quantities of weapons and ammunition
and handwritten lists of names. The weapons and ammunition
finds were too great to salvage and so it was decide to destroy
them (“The soldiers thought this an unforgivable waste of good
loot.”) An attempt was made by a SOAF Provost to bomb the pile,
but this was unsuccessful and so a dynamite drop was made and
destruction carried out by Richard John.

The rest of June was spent in reconnoitring the western jebel in
search of named rebels, their hiding places and caches of weapons
and ammunition. A disappointing quantity of arms was found as
well as signs of enemy movement and camps, but no contacts.
“The population seems to have vanished.” Time was also spent in
helping to site and prepare a runway on the jebel, Pasadena, to
enable SOAF’s Beavers to fly in supplies.

The monsoon was gradually closing in which hampered activity
and also prevented resupply drops of water and supplies, and
although a number of jebalis wandered into locations they were
generally rather shifty and provided no information of value – even
under pressure to do so. There was time for Mike to write in a letter
to his wife: “It might amuse you to know that due to Mr (Prime
Minister Harold) Wilson’s export drive, the Dhofari rebels are not
only using 90% British weapons this year, bur also British writing
paper – this is some of it!”

The Recce Platoon came off the jebel at the end of June, “with
feelings of relief and exhaustion”, but delighted to have unlimited
water for drinking and washing. “We felt frustrated and just a little
disillusioned at having failed to find the rebels and bring them to
battle, and also a bit disappointed by the perceived scarcity of direc-
tion and intelligence which we received from our superiors.
Whether this was really justified or not, I do not know, but our state
of exhaustion was undoubtedly beginning to affect our morale. At
our HQ we found that there was a widely held view that the cap-
ture of the weapons at Thint, the arrest of many sympathisers in
the town, and a number of defections meant that the back of the
rebellion had been broken. Plans were already afoot for 2 compa-
nies to return to northern Oman, and a permanent camp for a com-
pany to be established at a site outside Salalah called Umm al
Ghawarif. The effects which the monsoon was having on both foot
and vehicle movement was now being better appreciated, and
there seemed to be no enthusiasm for further patrolling while
these conditions lasted. Although we in the Recce Platoon were
probably too tired to resume patrolling for a while, all my instincts
were to maintain pressure wherever possible on the rebel groups
we had been hunting. Their tribal affiliations were likely to keep

them out of the wettest and most densely vegetated areas and on
the drier Qatan where movement on foot was restricted only by
water availability. Control of the waterholes closest to the water-
shed had to be a priority. However, for the time being this was not
on the agenda, and unfortunately it left the door open for more
rebel infiltration from the Gulf.

Recce Platoon Landrover.

One positive development was the planning of a patrol into the
sands north west of Fasad to recover or destroy mines and other
weapons from 2 abandoned rebel trucks. Intelligence obtained
from defectors suggested that this lethal cargo was too heavy to
be transferred to the remaining 4 trucks, and so was left on the bro-
ken down vehicles with the intention that it should be retrieved at a
later date. We could not risk making a covert foray into Saudi terri-
tory, and the route used by the rebels to enter Oman had taken
them through the extreme north eastern corner of the Eastern
Aden Protectorate, so permission was needed from not one but
two foreign governments. I had the feeling that wheels would take
a long time to set in motion and nothing was likely to happen very
rapidly, but all the same we continued to study maps, ponder over
the logistics, and discuss where and how we could obtain sand
tyres for our LRs.” 

After a week’s rest in Salalah, with quantities of good food, but
also accompanied by the developing monsoon, and visits to the
Wali, the Platoon prepared for another trip to Habarut. An interest-
ing comment in the diary was “I find most in our HQ woefully igno-
rant of what conditions are like in the jebel, but still determined to
wind down operations.”

5 July
“Depart for Habarut with Musalim. Light but continuous rain as we
approach Aqbat Hamrir, the pass on to the jebel. Mist thick and no
visibility on top. Occasional views of green grass and trees and
bushes heavy with leaf. A few cattle grazing but most will be
housed in caves during daylight to avoid the biting flies. Emerge
from the mist into hot sunshine as we cross the watershed and
leave luxuriant greenery for the arid steppe. On arrival at Habarut
our soldiers occupy sangars on east side overlooking the Omani
fort and the palm groves. The population has swelled considerably
since our last visit owing to this being the season for the date har-
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vest. This revives all the old disputes and arguments about who
owns which palms. Call on the HBL across the wadi and get a
friendly reception, but told that our presence may exacerbate the
already overheated atmosphere created by the date harvest. Listen
in on endless inter tribal bickering and debates over the rights and
wrongs of the Dhofar rebellion. A travelling Qadhi (judge) calls in
but has little influence on dispute over date palm ownership.”

“The sequel to this visit to Habarut by me and the Recce Platoon
was quite unexpected. I received a strongly worded reprimand
from HQ SAF for allegedly “violating an international frontier”.
Meanwhile there was a sharp exchange of signals between the
office of the Governor of Aden (responsible for the EAP) and the
Political Residency in Bahrain (responsible for the external affairs of
Oman) concerning the SAF patrol which was said to have crossed
the EAP border and then behaved in a “most uncooperative man-
ner” with the HBL garrison at Habarut! Robin, who had a tempo-
rary position in the Bahrain Residency, was following this
correspondence with some interest, and although my name was
not mentioned, she guessed correctly who was involved.

On my previous visit to Habarut on 31 May I had no doubt that
the route I had been given to follow by the Sultan did take us over
the border, and it is probable that the Sultan himself knew this too,
wanting to draw attention to where he believed Sultanate territory
extended to. However, on this trip I had taken the more direct route
due south from Qafa along the Wadi Aydim and thence to Habarut,
and the only time I knowingly ventured over the border was to
cross the wadi on foot to reach the HBL fort. So far as being unco-
operative was concerned, I had indeed declined suggestions from
the HBL garrison commander that we should leave the area
instantly, as we were on legitimate Sultanate business and acting
on orders of my CO. In fact, these accusations seemed a little
impertinent when seen against the HBL failure to arrest and han-
dover identified Dhofari rebels as requested, and that the main
rebel safe-haven at Hauf was within the territory they had responsi-
bility for.

However, this affair must have helped to bring about a change in
thinking, because in a letter Robin wrote later she said, “Ellis met
the Brigadier in Aden and wants to have talks about greater cooper-
ation with Colonel Tony (Lewis) as soon as possible.”

Having returned to Thumrait, and enjoyed another large
American meal the patrol returned to the Qatan and the area
around Thint where Amr bin Ghanim was thought to be. The first
contact they had was with women from the Bait Humas with
camels and some 300 goats who were all arrested; “How are we
to take all this livestock into captivity?” A wildcat was seen by Sgt

Mohamad bin Masoud. They all felt permanently hungry, rice was
more filling than biscuits but required water and they dare not help
themselves to a couple of goats. B Company (Duncan Bengough)

were coming with transport to take away the goats and permission
was given to kill one or two, but the soldiers refused, saying that
they would not eat ‘stolen meat’.

By the middle of July, apart from occasional forays by the Recce
Platoon, operations in the jebel seemed to have closed down. C
Company had moved North to their base at Saiq on the Jebel
Akhdar, B Company too were about to fly north followed by RHQ,
leaving the Recce Platoon for a while longer, with A Company
establishing a permanent company camp at Um Al Ghawarif, the
Dhofar Company to be rotated every three months.

The next two weeks were spent in patrolling the jebel west of
Raysut searching for reported hidden weapons, but with no suc-
cess. Travel in the the jebel was not easy : “Climb up to the ridge
above the wadi through Malayan type jungle, through a narrow
cleft in the rocks, mist getting thicker all the time, see some
orchids, and turn back just short of Idlewild airstrip. Very slippery
descent, soldiers unable to stay upright and Said (ex TOS Mortar
Corporal, a suspected deserter) not a good guide, lacking jebel
skills - maybe has lived too long in comfort with TOS.” Also plans
were considered for an expedition to the Ramlaat Dakaka to
destroy captured enemy vehicles, weapons and ammunition, but
the only practical route would have necessitated crossing the bor-
ders of the East Aden Protectorate (EAP) and Saudi Arabia, and
while the Saudis had indicated their agreement, the EAP authori-
ties were adamant in their refusal.

The author, Mike Butler, had always wanted to cross the desert
from Salalah to Ibri by camel and early in his tour he had asked the
Sultan for permission. This came formally on the 25th July – three
days before the Recce Platoon were due to fly north and the jour-
ney took place that September 1965. ■

MR RECCE PLATOON 1964-1965

EXIT PLAN
By Mike Sixsmith
Published in hardback (278pp) at £16.99 by Pen & Sword Military
ISBN 978 1 78159 097 3

This is the author’s first novel and it is based on his experience of
counter-terrorism and Intelligence in special forces and the com-
mercial world. For much of the ’90s he was based in the Middle
East, conducting fraud enquiries and investigations into counterfeit
trafficking. As a result, ‘Exit Plan’ is a book that encompasses all
these aspects together with the background to current world prob-
lems, including terrorism generally, religious wars, and power
struggles – commercial, national, international and commercial, as
well, inevitably it seems, as the creation of personal wealth by any
means. This is a very wide syllabus, and at times the events and
personalities in the story become somewhat confusing, but never-
theless it is a thoughtful book and a good story.

Based in modern Dubai around attempts to stop the trafficking
of counterfeit cigarettes, it expands into illicit arms dealing, includ-
ing WMD. The story moves into Afghanistan, Pakistan, Israel and
the UK, and involves the security services of the latter as well as
the CIA, the Pakistani SIS and the UAE. A major part of the action
deals with the recruitment, indoctrination, training and employ-
ment of British jihadis. At every stage the author spells out in some
detail his views on the religious and personal motivation of those
involved and readers may not always agree with him, but that
 doesn’t diminish the strength of the story overall.

BOOK REVIEW

ASSOCIATION ICE  BUCKETS
SAF Association Ice Buckets are  available from Nigel Knocker,

address page 3, at £29 each including p&p.
Cheque payable to The SAF Association.
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40 YEARS AGO
by Ian Buttenshaw
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POST MONSOON 1972
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INTENSIFYING PRESSURE IN 1973
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THE 

JOURNAL
OF THE

SULTAN’S ARMED FORCES
ASSOCIATION

The Journal is the official magazine of the Sultan’s Armed
Forces Association. It serves a readership which is actively
involved in the development of the country. Published each
year for the last 45 years, and with a current print run of 4,000
copies, the Sultan’s Armed Forces Association Journal is
 circulated to all individual and company members of the
Association as well as:

• Government Departments throughout the Sultanate of
Oman

• International Suppliers of Equipment and Services to the
Oman Armed Services

• Communications, Ports and Construction Industry

• Non-defence Industrial and Trade Companies and
Organisations

• Omani Chamber of Commerce

• UK Foreign Office (Middle East Department)

• Anglo-Omani Society

MECHANICAL DATA
Full Page — Type area 255 x 178mm

Full  Page — 303 x 216mm Bleed
Half Page (landscape) — 125 x 178mm

Half Page (portrait) — 255 x 85mm 
Quarter Page 85 x 125mm

Colour Mono

Full page £1,000 (O.Rials 630) £800 (O.Rials 500)

Half page £550 (O.Rials 345) £400 (O.Rials 250)

Quarter page £300 (O. Rials 185) £250 (O.Rials 155)

Front Inside Cover and Back Outside Cover : £1,500 (O.Rials 945)
Inserts and Flyers — Price on application

COPY REQUIREMENTS
Full colour and mono, 180 screen

A full advertising design service is available, if required please
ask for details.  Digital Copy may be supplied in Mac format,
Quark Xpress 4 collected files, complete with all fonts. Transfer
media CD, jaz or zip. Copy can also be sent by email
(chrissieheslop@aol.com) or by ISDN to +44 (0)1264 889744.

PR and Advertising, SAF Association, 18 Queen’s Road,
Salisbury SP1 3AJ, England. Tel: +44 1722 324822.

ADVERTISING RATES  – SAF JOURNAL – 2014

SAF ASSOCIATION
TEE, SWEAT AND

POLO SHIRTS

For 2013 the embroidered
SAF emblem is being offered in the
colours of your choice. The original

version is in red with black detail and
lettering, but should you wish to

have the design in another colour,
please do specify with your order.

1. JERZEES SWEATSHIRTS

80% Cotton / 20% Polyester 280 gms
Black, Convoy Grey, French Navy, Light Oxford,
Bottle, Classic Red, Burgundy and Bright Royal.
Price £23.00 each

2. JERZEES POLO SHIRT

100% Cotton 200 gms
Turquoise, White, Black, Bottle, Yellow, Classic
Red, French Navy, Light Oxford, Graphite, Sky,
Apple, Aqua, Peach, Rose, Bright Royal, Candy
Pink, Fuschia, Lime, Orange and Purple.
Price £23.00 each

3. JERZEES RINGSPUN TEE SHIRT

100% Cotton 180 gms
White*, Black*, Bottle*, Light Oxford, Olive,
Azure, Orange, Sky, Classic Red, Bright Royal*,
Burgundy, Yellow, Convoy Grey, Bright Red,
French Navy*, Pure Gold, Purple and
Winter Emerald.
Price £14.50 each
* Also available in 3XL/ 46/48", 4XL/ 48/50"

Sizing/Chest (to fit)

Small / 38", Medium / 40", Large / 42/44", XL / 46"
and XXL / 48". For larger sizing please do contact
direct for alternative options. If you have any
 concerns over  sizing or need advice please call
Salcombe Embroiderers on 01548 842115.

Orders to Nigel Knocker, address page 3. 
Say what you want and don’t forget the size!

Cheques made payable to:
THE SAF ASSOCIATION (NOT Nigel Knocker!)

Prices include postage, packing and VAT.
Salcombe Embroidery will then send your orders
direct. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery.
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SAF ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
GOLF MATCH

WEDNESDAY, 12 JUNE, 2013
DORSET GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB

For directions see www.dorsetgolfresort.com 

NAME . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

ADDRESS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

E MAIL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

POSITION HELD IN OMAN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

TELEPHONE: HOME  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

OFFICE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

HANDICAP  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EARLY OR LATE START  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

PLEASE RETURN WITH CHEQUE FOR £45 MADE OUT TO:

R. GAINSFORD by 10 June 2013
Robin Gainsford, Grebe Cottage, 19 Briantspuddle,
Dorchester, Dorset DT2 7HS
Home Tel 01929 471419  Mobile 07768 395085
e-mail: robin.gainsford@hotmail.com

SAF ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
GOLF MATCH

WEDNESDAY, 12 JUNE, 2013
DORSET GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB,

NRWAREHAM
For directions see www.dorsetgolfresort.com 

SCHEDULE: 09.00-10.00 Arrive – coffee with bacon butty

10.04-11.00 28 Stroke Handicap Stableford on

7000 yards Lakeland Course in

groups of 3

Approx 16.00 3 Course lunch with prize giving

Approx 17.30 Depart

This will be the eighteenth year of this event and we are looking for
30+ gentleman and lady players to turn out this year. The occasion is
intended to be both sporting and fun and certainly the first seventeen
competitions have been extremely enjoyable. The facilities at the
Dorset Golf and Country Club are excellent and it is only 2 hours by
car from Heathrow, 1 hour from Southampton and 20 minutes from
Dorchester. Wool railway station is 2 hours 15 minutes from
Waterloo. Applications are limited to 28 handicappers or less from
the SAF Association or Anglo/Omani Society, or anyone who can
be shown to be a friend of the Sultanate. Spouses may attend
lunch only for £17.00. Club members will be charged £22.00.

2013 SAF ASSOCIATION
LUNCHTIME PARTY

will take place in the

ARMY & NAVY CLUB, PALL MALL, LONDON

FRIDAY 7 JUNE 2013 FROM 1200 TO 1400 HRS
The usual substantial eats will be provided

PLEASE APPLY BY 1 JUNE 2013 AT THE LATEST

To: Neil Fawcett, Two Oaks, Mayfield Fold, Rock Lane,
Burnley BB11 2RN. Email: neil.fawcett@btinternet.com

Please book myself and .................... guests(s) for the SAF Association
Lunchtime Party on Friday 7 June.

Charges £25 for SAF Association Members and family members.

Other guests £30 per head.

Please list names of guests

I enclose a cheque for £ .............................. made payable to the SAF
Association.

Or book by email and pay your fee into the SAF Association’s Bank
Account: Sort Code 40-15-17 Account No. 72019116 (HSBC Burnley)

PLEASE APPLY BY 1 JUNE AT THE LATEST

FROM: (BLOCK CAPS) ................................................................................................................................

ADDRESS:..................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................

✁
Please send me ....................................... ticket(s) at £35 each for the
Dinner on Friday 29 November.
Other guests £40 per head.

Please list name(s) of guests

I enclose a cheque for £ .............................. made payable to the SAF
Association.

PLEASE APPLY BY 12 NOVEMBER AT THE LATEST

2013 SAF ASSOCIATION DINNER
will take place in the

ARMY AND NAVY CLUB, PALL MALL, LONDON
AT 1900 FOR 2000HRS ON

FRIDAY 29 NOVEMBER 2013
PLEASE APPLY BY 12 NOVEMBER 2013 AT THE LATEST

To: Lt Cdr Neil Fawcett RN, Two Oaks, Mayfield Fold,
Rock Lane, Burnley, Lancs. BB11 2RN.
Email: neil.fawcett@btinternet.com Tel: 01282 426365

FROM: (BLOCK CAPS) ................................................................................................................................

ADDRESS:..................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................

Service(s)Unit(s) in SAF: ..............................................................................................................

Dates of service in SAF: ..............................................................................................................

I would like to sit near: ..................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................

THE ABOVE INFORMATION WILL ASSIST IN SEATING ARRANGEMENTS

82-83_Layout 1  08/04/2013  09:37  Page 83

http://www.dorsetgolfresort.com
http://www.dorsetgolfresort.com
mailto:robin.gainsford@hotmail.com
mailto:neil.fawcett@btinternet.com
mailto:neil.fawcett@btinternet.com


84 - Mercedes Advert_Layout 1  05/04/2013  15:49  Page 1

http://www.mercedes-benz.co.om
http://www.mercedes-benz.co.om
mailto:sales.passengercars@mercedes-benz.co.om
http://www.facebook.com/MercedesBenzOman


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 2400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2001
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check true
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.30000
    0.30000
    0.30000
    0.30000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [5669.292 5669.292]
>> setpagedevice




